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TO THE READER. 



'I'he reader, who may take the trouble to compare the following version 
with the Hebrew text, will please bear in mind, that it is a revision of the 
common English version, and not an independent translation. No other 
changes have been made than seemed necessary to tJie clear expression of 
the sense. It has been the writer's aim, in all cases, to give the true sense 
of the Hebrew text, but with aa little change as possible of the familiar 
phraseology of the common version. Mere verbal correspondence with the 
original has not been sought, either in words or in their order, except 
where emphasis or point of expression seems to require it. 

The Hebrew text followed in the revision is that of Baer's new critical 
edition of the Hebrew Psalter.* 

The notes are not intended to be exegotical, but only to fnrnish such 
occasional hints as seem necessary to the intelligent reading of tlie psalm. 

Where tliere is ^n alternative rendering or textual reading, in the 
margin, it is given as of nearly equal authority with that in the text, and 
may be substituted for it. The test and margin are equally parts of the 
revision. 

Where a word used in the first member is, by the Hebrew construction, 
necessarUy implied in the second, it is inserted without brackets, tlie 
sentence being incomplete without it. 

The Introduction is not designed to be a critical discussion of the topics 
treated of, but only to give such information as may be useful to the 
general reader. 

* Liber PBalmoram Hebraious. Texlum masorcthioura auouratiua quaui adhnc factnni est 
oxiitessit, brevem do acoentibus metrisia institutionem pramisit, notaa erilioas ftdjeoit 8. Baer. 
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Vi TOTHEREADEE. 

The following are the later critical and exegetical works on the Psalms, 
used in the preparation of this revised version, sia representing the present 
state of critical learning. 

Maurer, Psalmi ( Comment arius Criticus, vol. iii.). 1838. 

Vaihingcr, die Psslmen metrisoh iiberaetat und erkl^rt. 1845. 

Delitzsch, SymbolEe ad psalmoe illustrandos isagogicEB. 1846. 

Phillips, the Psalms in Heb., with Grit., Exegot, and Philoiog. Com. 1846. 

Lengerke, die fiinf BUcher der Psalmen. 1841. 

Hengstenberg, Comrnentar iibcr die Psalmen, Ister Band, 2te Aufl. 1849. 

Alexander, the Psalms Translated and Bxplained. 1850. 

Olshauaen, die Psalmen erklart, 1853. 

De Wotte, Oommentar Uber die Psalmen, 5te Aufl. von Bauer. 1356. 

Hitaig, die Psalmen iibersetzt und ausgelegfc. 1863. 

Eamphausen (Bunsen's Bibelwerk), 1863, 

Ewald, die Psalmen crklSrt, 3te Ansg. 1866. 

Hupfeld, die Psalmen Iibersetzt und aiisgelegt, 2te Aufl. von Eiehm. 1861. 
- Delitzseh, die Psalmen, ncuc Ausarbeitung (Bibl. Com. 4ter Theil). 1861, 

Ehrt, Abfassungszeit und Abschluas des Psalters. 1869. 

Moll, die Psalter, Iste Halfte (Lange's Bibelwerk). 1869. 

Perowne's recent work on the Psalms has been accessible to me only 
in the second volume. Dr. Noyes' elegant version of the Psalms differs 
too much from mine, in the thcoiy of translation, to be of use to me. 

T. J. CON ANT. 
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INTEODtlCTION. 



Authority and Inspiration of the Book. 

Is respBct to its divine authority and inspiration, the Book of Psalms 
rests on the same grounds as the other canonical books of the Old 'J'esta- 
ment, namely, the attestation of Christ and hia inspired apostles. It 
belonged to that collection of sacred writings,* donominatod in the New 
Testament, "the Word of God" (Hark 1 : 13), "the Oracles of G«d" (Rom. 
3 : 2), "the Scriptm-es" (John 5 : 39 ; Acts 17 : 2), and "the Holy 
Scriptures" (Rom. 1 : 3; 2 Tim. 3 : 15). Of these, collectively, tho Apostlo 
Paul saya (2 Tim, 3 : 16), " All Scripture is given by inspiration of God" 
(is inspired by God) ; and they are referred to by Christ himself, and by 
his accredited apostles, as the authoritative teaching's of the Divine Spirit. 
See, for example, such passages as Matt. 5 r 11-19; Jolin 5 : 39 ■ Egm. 
3:2; Matt. 23 : 43, and Mark 12 ; 36 ; 2 Tim. 3 : 16 ; 1 Pot. 1 ; 10-13 ; 
2 Pet. 1 : 21. 

Of no portion of the Old Testament is this attestation more direct and 
explicit, than of the Book of Psalms. In Matt. 21 ; 43, the Savior express- 
ly recogniaes it as part of that divine Canon : "Did ye never read in the 
Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the 
head of tho comer ?" In this quotation (from Ps. 118 ; 22, 23) the book 
ia included in "the Scriptures," as an integral part of them. Eeferring 
to it in Mark 12 : SG by its customary designation (compare Heb. i : T), 
and quoting its language, he expressly asserts that David said it " by tho 
Holy GhosI," or, (as it may bo rendered) "in the Holy Spirit," meaning, by 
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Vlll INTBODUCTION. 

direction, or under the influence and guidance, of the Iloly Spirit. Of the 
book as a whole he again says, in Luke 24 : 44, "All things must be ful- 
filled, which were written in the Law of Moaes, and in the Prophets, and in 
the Pailma, concerning me ;" placing it in the Bame rank with the moat 
authoiitative portions of the Old Testament, and lecog-nizing its divine 
teachings respecting himself. 

A aimilti attestation is given by the sacred writers of the New Testa- 
ment , as m Acts 4 : 25, " Who by Ihe mouth of thy servant David hast 
said," referring to the book by ite familiar and customary designation ; and 
in Heb. 3 : 7, "As the Holy Spirit says, To-day if ye will hear his voice" 
(Ps. 95 : 1). 

Thus the Savior and his apostles affirm of the book, what the Royal 
Psalmist, the principal writer, says of himself: "The Spirit of the Lord 
spoke by me, and hia word was in my tongue" (2 Sam. 23 : 2). 

§ 2. 

Collection of the Psalms. 

The Book of Psalms Js a collection, or rather a series of collections, of 
the sacred poetry of the nation, designed for private devotion and for the 
public worship of tho sanctuary. The whole consists of five distinct col- 
lections, made at different times, in the order in which they now stand. 
The close of each is indicated by a doxology.* 

1. The collection first made included Pas. a-41,t almost all of which are 
noted as David's, and was doubtless intended to be a collection of his 
psalms. There are but three which are not noted as his, namely the 2d, 
10th, and 33d ; and nothing in their contents forbids tho supposition that 
he was the writer, 

3. The second (Pas. 42-'I2) is a collection of levitical psalms (42-50), 
seven by the sons of Xorah and one by Asaph, chiefly of a national charac- 
ter, followed by nineteen psalms of David, and three of which the writer is 
not named, closing with one by Solomon. Tho appended note, "The pray- 
ers of David the sou of Jesse are ended," was probably inserted here when 
the next collection was added, in order to show where the productions of 
the Royal Psalmist, aa then collected, closed. 

* The several collections are also distinguished, in part, by oharaoleriatio pecoliarilieH in 
the USD ofthediviae namas. (See Smith's Bible I)ictiona]-y,s.n.P3a.lma, fourth pnragrapt.) 

f Tlie flrat psalm appears to have heeu intended aa aa introducljoa to the whole when ool- 
leotei into cue book, most probably m tlie time of Ezra. 
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INTKODUOTION. ix 

3. The Jhird (Psa. 13-89) containa a collection of eleven psalms by 
Asaph, and one of four psalms by the sons of Korah, and one psalm by 
Ethan. Only tho 86th Pealm is ascribed to David ; and witli this excep- 
tion, the whole collection is from those connected with the temple service 
and was probably added as a supplement to tho two former ones, which 
were chiefly from the pen of the Royal Psalmist 

4. The fourth (Pss. 90-106) includes but three whose writers are men- 
tioned, namely, the 90th Psalm by Mosee, and the 101st and 103d Psalms 
by David. Except these throe, they are very general in their contents, 
and were apparently intended for use in the temple service and at national 
festivals. 

5. The fifth (Pss. 107-150) was a collection, apparently, of all the 
psalms extant when it was made, and not included in the previous ones. It 
contains fifteen psalms of David* and one of Solomon, and twenty-eight of 
which the writers are not given. It includes smaller separate collections of 
an earlier date ; the Pilgrim Songs, fifteen in number (Pss. 120-134), and 
Pss. 111-118 designed for the temple service and for festival occasions. 
There is also a collection of David's psalms placed by themselves (Pss. 
138-145), and the whole is appropriately closed with songs of praise to 
Jehovah (Pss. 146-150). 

The evident grouping of psalms related in contents, design, or authorship, 
shows that the arrangement in the several collections was systematically 
made. It is also seen that minor collections had previously been made 
from time to, time, and were incorporated in those which now compose the 
book. 

The object of each collection is apparent from the above view. It also 
accounts for the repetition of the same psalm in different parts of the book 
as in the case of Pss. 14 and 53. Some have regarded Pss. ftl and 108 as 
a similar case. But only the last five verses of the former and the first 
five of the latter ai-e the same in both, with some verbal variations ; and 
as both are by the same writer, it is more probable that he employed in 
part the same language in composing two different psalms. 

At what time or by whom these several collections were made, is un- 
known. In the time of Hezekiah, the psalms authorized to be sung in the 
temple service were those of David and of Asaph the Seer (2 Chron. 29 : 30), 

* It huB been Bnggeated, that by the name Datid, in tte titles to psalma of the third, fourth, 
anfl fifWi coileotions, may be meant his representative in the royal Iiead of hia family, repre- 
BCntlQg his name and aoyereignty at the time when tie psalm was written. Compare this ase 
of the name in 1 Kinga 12 : IG ; Hos. 3 : fi ; Jor. 30:8; Ezeli. 3i : 23, 2i. (See SmUIi's Bible 
Sidionary, art. Patilma, last half of the aeventh paragraph.) 
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X INTEODUOTION. 

From this it may naturally be inferred, that the psalms of tho first three 
collections were not then disposed in their present arrangement. The last 
two colleetioiis could not have heen made till after the captivity, as ia shown 
by the style and subject of some of the psalms included in them. The 
whole book could not, therefore, have received its present form long before 
the completion of the Old Testament Canon, or about the time of Ezra. In 
the Greek version by the Seventy, completed more than two centuries 
before Christ, tiiese Ave collections are indicated as in the present Hebrew 
text. 

The body of sacred poetry, authorized by the Royal Psalmist and Asaph 
the Seer to be used in the worship of the sanctuary, was increased from 
time to time, aa divinely authorized, under the direction of a succession of 
Prophets and High-Priests, through whose agency the temple service was 
maintained. The collections thus formed were included in the sacred 
Canon, most probably by the authority of Ezra. Our inability to determine 
in every case the writer of a psalm, or by whom the several collections 
were made or the arrangement of the whole was completed, does not affect 
the authority of this collection of sacred poetry as a part of divine revela- 
tion. This is attested by the declarations of Christ and his inspired 
apostles, as already stated in the first section. 

§ 3. 

Titles of the Psalms. 

Nearly all of the psalms, with only thirty three exceptions, (Pas. 42 and 
43 being reckoned as one,) have titles or inscriptions prefixed to them. 
T!ie object of the title is chiefly to designate the writer of the psalm. But 
some designate the one to whom it was committed for use in the temple 
service ; others the character or style of the composition, as a psalm, a 
song, a prayer, as didactic, or plaintive, etc. ; others the occasion on 
which it was composed, and its subject ; others the tune or melody to 
which it was sung, or the accompanying Instrument ; and in some, several 
of these objects are combined. They are of great value to the interpreter, 
particularly in determining the writer and age, and sometimes the occasion 
and subject of a psalm. The correctness of their statements is now admit- 
ted by the best interpreters. 
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Writers of the Psalms. 

The writers of one hundred of the psalms are named in the titles prefixed 
to them. Of these seventy-three are ascribed to David. As a greater 
number were written by him than by all the others named in the book, and 
ae he was the most distinguished of them all, the whole collection some- 
times bears his name, ae in Heb. 4 : 1, 

Twelve of the psalms (namely, Ps. 50, and Pss. T3-83) are aecrtbed to 
Asaph. The moat distinguished of thia name, cotemporary with David, 
is called in 2 Chron. 29 : 30 " Asaph the Seer," one whom God commis- 
sioned to declare his will (1 Sam. 9 : 9), and is there named in connection 
with David as a writer of paalms to be used in the temple worship. Psalms 
of a later period, bearing this name, may have been written by another of 
the family of Asaph (2 Ohron. 35 : 15), which continued to be mentioned 
with distinction till after the return from the captivity (Neh. 1 : 44). 

Eleven of the psalms (namely, Pss. 42 and 43 reckoned as one, Pss. 44- 
49, Pss. 84, 85, 81, 88) bear the name of a levitical family oi singers, the 
eons of Korah. Tbey were a distinguished family at the period of David's 
reign, and noted for their attachment to him and to his throne. They were 
among those who identified themselves with his cause and fortunes at 
Ziklag, when he was pressed by the whole power of Saul (1 Chron. 12 : 1, 
6). The psalms ascribed to them breathe the same zeal for his person, and 
for the divinely constituted sovereignty represented in him. 

The similarity of some of those psalms to those of David, in the general 
tone of sentiment and the historical circumstances referred to, have led 
some to regard Mm as the writer, and the title as indicating the delivery 
of the psalm, " to (or, for) tlie sons of Korah." But he is in none of them 
named as the writer, as elsewhere in connection with the delivery of the 
psalm ; and the language is the natural utterance of one who shared his 
fortunes and his sentiments, and gave expression to both. 

Heman the Ezrahite is named as the writer of Ps. 88, and Ethan the 
Ezrahite, of Pa. 89. Solomon's name is prefixed to Pss. 12 and 127. Moses 
is named as the writer of the 90tli Psalm. 

The psalms belonging to the later periods of the kingdom are most of 
them without the name of the writer. Their date is ascertained, in some 
by the subject, in others approximately by the general manner and style of 
expression. For, as a general rule, tho eailier psahns exhibit more freedom 
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INTRODUCTION. 



and originality of expresaion, and more abruptness and condensation of 
thouglit, and hence are more difficult. The later psalms, as might bo 
expected, are composed more in the language acquired by imitation aud 
culture, and hence are more plain and perspicuous in style. 

§5. 
Historical Divisions of the Psalms. 



The ] 



should be studied with refevenco to the four historical 

^ 3 to which (with the exception of the 90th Psalm by Moses) they 

respectively belong. They fall naturally into the following four divisions : 
1. Those of the period preceding David's elevation to the throne, from the 
time wlien he was anointed for the sovereignty of Israel, " and the Spirit of 
the LoRi. came upon him" (1 Sam. 13 : 13). 2. Those written during his 
peraonal reign. 3. Those of the subsequent period extending to the cap- 
tivity. 4. Those written during the captivity and after the return. 

A minute acquaintance with the history of these several periods is 
necessary in determining the age to which a psalm belongs, when there is 
no title indicating it, and in interpreting its historical and personal allu- 
sions. This is especially apphcable to the psalms of David, where many of 
the sentiments and allusions can not be rightly and fully understood, 
without an intimate acquaintance with tlie domestic circumstances of the 
kingdom. 

The commencement of his reign found the kingdom in a very depressed 
condition ; subjected, in great part, to the sun-onnding heathen nations, 
and without any principle of union to secure concert of action against their 
further encroachments. The nation was divided between the adherents of 
the house of Saul and those of David, and was sunk in the rudeness and 
barbarism consequent on a long period of external and internal wars. One 
of the fi St a ts of r IV d a le gn whe at length 1 e was acknowledged as 
B ve e gn of tVe ent re k ngdom was to n -^kf provision for the pubhc 
1 n n es of el g n fo the benefit of tl e wh le people. The Mosaic 
mst t t Ub we p now ior tl e fi st t me earned into full effect, and per- 
manently est'ibl she 1 Many of the psalms the most interesting and 
anmatnf as well as the nost i bt ct-ve ind elifying part of public 
wo il p we e c p 5Pd du ng h s re "-n and n great part by himself. 
The knowle Ige of tl d v ne law thus d ffused among all ranks throughout 
t! 1 1 1 thp attract ns „ v to tl e w r hip of tho sanctuary. 
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gradually and silently withdrew the people from the love and practice of 
idolatry. 

It was less as a monarch than as a divinely inspired teacher of religious 
truth, that his influence was felt both ia its immediate and its permanent 
results. It infused a new spirit lEto tbe nation, changed the tone of its 
poetic literature, and exerted a moulding and refining power over the 
national mind. These moral results of this influence have been happily 
expressed in the foUowiDg lines ; 

" It softened men of iron iiiould ; 
It gave tlieiu -virtues not their ov™. 
No ear eo cliill, no soul so cold, 
Tliat felt not, lii'cd not to tbe tone. 
Till David's lyix? gre-w miglitier than hie throne." 

Still there were elements of evil, which neither his royal power nor the 
influence of these divine truths could effectually control. These are the 
subject of frequent lamentation, sometimes of stern admonition and rebuke, 
and occasionally of severe denunciation. The wars so long waged for 
establishing hia sovereignty, and extending it over the whole promised 
land, required a large military force, and concentrated in two successful 
military chieftains, the sons of Zeruiah, a power formidable to the monarch 
and oppressive to his people. The imperious temper of Joab, hia use of 
every means for his own aggrandizement, and tlie tyranny which his suc- 
cess as a military leader enabled him to exercise over his sovereign, were 
among the severest ti'ials of David's reign. The following examples will 
suffice for illustration. 

When Abner proposed uniting the whole people under David's sov- 
ereignty, Joab foresaw the decline of his own popularity and power in the 
elevation which another would gain by so important a service to the 
tin-one. He boldly remonstrated with David for having given Abner a 
hearing, and tlien treacherously assassinated his rival.* (2 Sam. 3 : 11-31.) 
This traitorous act, though directed against hia own kingly authority, 
David felt himself unable to punish. His own language, on this occasion, 
is an instructive comment on their relations throughout his reign. " I am 
this day weak, though anointed king ; and these men, the sons of Zeruiah, 
are too hard for me. The Lord shall reward the doer of evil, according to 

* The sacred hietorion adds <VT. 27, 10) that it was " for the blood of Asahel his brother." 
is bate, and was prubably tlie pica in justifieation of the deed ; 

■B that jealousj of a rirai prompted tbe Etroke. 
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his wickedaess" (2 Sam. 3 : 39). The sentiment expressed in the last 
aentence will be found many times repeated in his psalms, 

Joab's language to David, when overwhelmed with grief for tho death of 
Absalom, shows how much lie could presume upon the necessities of his 
king', and upon the obligations ho was under to his servant. When told 
that the ting wept and mourned for Absalom, thus turning the viotory 
into mourning to all the people, he saw its unfavorable bearing upon him- 
self, and the necessity of a change in the king's demeanor. "And Joab 
came into the house to the king, and said : Thou hast shamed this day the 
faces of all thy servants, who this day have saved thy life, and the lives of 
thy sons and of thy daughters. . . . Now therefore, arise, go forth, 
and speak comfortably to thy servants. For I swear by the Lord, if thou 
go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this night ; and that will bo 
worse to thee than all the evil that befell thee from thy yoirth until now." 
(2 Sam. 19 : 1-1.) 

David now resolved to rid himself of this imperious servant, by putting 
Amaea in hie place. Hia language to Amaaa on this occasion was : " God 
do so to me and 'more also, if thou bo not captain of the host before me 
continually in tho room of Joab." (2 Sam 11 13.) But again Joab 
tliwarted hia sovereign's purpose by treacherously slaying his rival ; and 
then, by heading the expedition for q^uelling the insurrection of Sheba, he 
recovered his former position, and made his services necessary to his 
sovereign. He was as politic as he was reckless, and understood the 
artifices by which ho could link his own interests and destiny with those 
of his king. The body of the murdered Amasa he left exposed to view, 
as evidence that nothing more was to be expected from his rival, com- 
manding one of his men to say to all who saw it, "He that favors Joab, 
and he that is for David, let him go after Joab ;" leaving them no alternative 
but adherence to himself, or desertion of their sovereign. (2 Saiii. 20 : 11.) 

Under an arbitrary and unacrupuloua leader of a large military force, 
scattered over the kingdom, and such adherents as he would naturally 
attach to himself, there must have been frequent acts of oppression which 
tlie monarch himself had not the power to redress. He appealed to the 
Supreme Arbiter and Judge, and taught the wronged to invoke, and the 
wrong-doer to fear him. Thus he appeals in the 10th Psalm : 

Arise, Jehovah ; God, lift up thy hand ; 
do not forget the lowly. 
Wherefore has the wicked contemned God, 
said in his heart : Thou wilt not require it ? 
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Thou hast seen ; for thou dost look upon trouble and son-ow, 

to set tliGQi on thy hand. 

To thee the wretched ■will commit it ; 

the orphan's helper hast thou been. 

Break the arm of the -wicked ; 

and the evil man, thou wilt search out liis wickedness till 
thou find no more. 
The 5th Psalm, written soon after the last-meationed outrage of this 
"bloody and deceitful man," contains in these words a distinct and very 
marked allusion to him. It is a type of humanity too often reappearing, in 
its general features, in the world's history ; and was worthy of commemo- 
ration, in language meant by the Holy Spirit as an admonition and warning, 
wherever the word of God should come. 

In all his psalms David speaks as the "Anointed of God" (2 Sam. 23 : 1), 
and as representing in himself a divinely constituted sovereignty (Pa. 
18 : 50). Hence the language of imprecation in his psalms is not to be 
regarded as that of personal denunciation. 

§ 6. 

Pilgrim Songs. {Psalms of Degrees.) 

Theee is a collection of fifteen psahna (Pes. 120-134), each bearing the 
title. Pilgrim Song,— literally, Song of the Ascents, of the goings-up, name- 
ly, to tl e H ly ty C npire Fe. 122 : i, " whither the tribes go np." That 
they we e se! t d t use on such occasions is the most obvious and 
natu al explan t n of tl e title.* It is no valid objection to this view, 
that n ny p 1 ap mo t f them, were written with another design ; being 
sel ted f n ex t g Y alms as appropriate to this use, either for their 
direct reference to the peculiar circumstances of tho pilgrims, and their 
allusions to the Holy City the object of the pilgrimage, or for their general 
tone of piety and devotion, appropriate to any religious occasion. Tho 
selection may have originated in the pilgrimages from Babylon to the Holy 
Land, at the close of the captivity ; compare Ezra 1 : 9 (literally, " the 
going-«p from Babylon"). This would account for the adoption of such 
psalms as the first in the collection (Ps. 120), and others of similar unport. 

- Another explanation, namely, tliat the iiaalm w 
Is anaitlafaotory, only two or three at moat having i 
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Tlirce annual pilgrimagea to the holy city were required by the law, 
" Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy 
God, in the place which he shall chooae." (Dent, 16 : 16 ; compare Ex. 
23 : 14-17.) This was required only of males ; but pious women volun- 
larily accompanied them, as is recorded of Hannah {ISam. 1 : 1, "year by 
year, when she went up to the house of Jehovah"), and of Mary (Luko 
2 : 41, 42). 

These pilgi-images would naturally be mado in large companies ; the 
people of the same neighborhood, and the different branches of the same 
family (as intimated in Luke 2 : 44), joining together for mutual assistance 
and protection. On the way, they encamped by night in the open fields. 
A religious character was given to their daily journeys, by the singing of 
appropriate hymns at morning and evening worship. How beautiful and 
piTtinent, as they were journeying toward the mountains of Jerusalem 
(Ps. 125 : a), were the sentiments and language of the 121st Psalm I 



I will lift jny eyes unto the mouatains ; 
from whence shall my help come ? 
My help ig from Jehovah, 
who made heavaD and earth. 

Let him not suffer thy foot to waver ; 
ha that keepa thee, let him not Blnmber. 
Behold he will not slumber, and will not sleep, 
tha61ieeps Israel. 

Jehovah is thy keeper ; 
Jehovah is thy shade on thy right hand. 
By day the sun shall not smite thee, 
nor the moon by night. 

Jehovah will keep thoo from all evil ; 
he will keep thy soul. 

Jehovah will keep thy going out and thy coming in, 
henceforth and forevermore. 

On the arrival of the pilgrims at the holy city, their joyful entrance 
througii its gates was celebrated in the next following psalm (Ps. 122), 
beginning : 

I was glad when ihsy said to me, 
let us go into the honae of Jehovah. 

Our feet are standing 
in thy gates, O Jeruaalem. 

These two psaims are distinctive in their character and object, and 
indicate the design of the whole collection. 
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§ 7. 

Poetic Form of the Psalms. 

The farm of Ilelircw poetry, as it appears in the Paalms, is very 
simple. It consists chiefly in a measured arrangement, or rhythmical 
proportion, of the members of a sentence, technically called parallelism. 
Its moat perfect form ia where two successive members of a sentence 
express the same, or nearly the same sense in different words, its charm 
being the felicitous, though slight, vai'iation in expressioa of the same 
- thought. For example : 

Ps. S : i. What ig man, tliat thou BliouWat be mindtnl of him, 

and a. son of man, that thoQ aliouldsf visit him 1 
Pa. 21 : a. Thy hand shall find out all thy cnemiag ; 

thy right hand shall Trnd out Uioae ttat hate thee. 
Ps. 19 : 2. Day to day utters speech, 

and night to night shows knowledge. 

This is technically called the synonymous parallelism ; tne two members 
being composed of corresponding synonymous terms, called parallel terms; 
as in the first example, " man" in the first member and " a son of man" in 
tlio second, "be mindful of" in the first member and "visitest" in the 
second. 

In this form the sense is usually completed in a single parallelism ; but 
it is sometimes continued through two or more, as in Ps. 89 ; 30-33. 

It liis sons foraaka my law, 

and walk not in my judgments ; 
if they profane my statiites, 

and keep not my commandmcnta ; 
then will I visit their iranBgroesJon with a rod, 

and their iniquity witli sti'ipes ; 
but my loving -kindness I will not withdraw from liim, 

and will not be false to my f^th. 

This form is too monotonous for very frequent use. Some variety is 
given to it in. the following manner, 

he second member. 



3. By repeating only a part of the first member in the second. 
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Ps. 3 ; S. WhcQ I belioja thy heiivcns, thu work of tliy fingers, 

moon and stars which tton hast ordained. 
Ts. 9S ; 3. Deolace liia glory among tho nations, 
hia wonders among all the peoples. 

There is another form of parallelism, in which the construction of the 
members is the same, or very similar, but with more or less variation of 
the senee : as in Pa. 19 : t-ll. 

The law of Jehovah ia perfect, converting the aoiil ; 

the testimony of Jetiovah ia sni-e, malimg wise ttic simple. 

The statutes of Jchovali are riglit, rejoicing the heart; 

tiie commandment of Jehovali i3 pui'c. eniiglitening the eyes. 

Tho fear of Jehovni ia clean, enduring forever; 

tlie judgraenta of Jehoyah are trutli, Ihey are riglteous allogether; 

more to be desired than gold, and rauoli fine gold, 

and aweetar than honey, and the dropping of the combs. 

Moreover, by them ia thy Bcrvant n-arned ; 

in Isocping them there is great reward. 

This is technically called the synthetic, or constructive, parallelism, and 
is varied like the preceding one. 

In another form, the correspondence of the two members consists in au 
opposition of sentiment and of tho parallel terms. 

Pa. 20 ; 8. They have bowed down and fallen ; 
but wo are risen and atand upright. 
Ps. 37 : 23. For they tliat are blcBaed of liitn ahall inherit tlie laud, 
and they that are euraed of him shall bo out off. 

This is technically called the antithetic parallelism. It is little used in 
the Psalms, hut abounds in the Book of Proverbs, being well adapted to 
the expression of the thought in a large portion of that hook. 

There are also compound parallelisms consisting of three or more 
members ; as in Ps. 1 ; 1. 

Hoppy the man, 

who wallia not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor atanda in the way of ainners, 

nor Blta in Uie aeat of aooffcra. 

A stanza of four members may consist of two simple parallelisms united 
in one sentence ; as in Ps. 114 : 1, 3. 

Whan Israel went forth out of Egypt, 

the bouse of Jacob from a people of strange language, 

Judah became his aanctnaiy, 

larael bis dominion. 
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In such a stanza, the first member may con-espond to the tliird, and tho 
second to tho fourth ; ae in Pe. 103 : 11, 12. 



11- aa 


the heavens a: 


:6 high above 


the earth, 




it is his mercy 


toward ihem 


that fear hi 


ifav. 


BS thB east is fi 


■om the west, 




t^rhnsheremovQd 


1 our traaagre 


ssiona from 



These are the moet regular and perfect forms' of parallelism. There are 
others less perfect, in which there is a less exact coiTcspondence of the 
members in sense and grammatical construction, both being often con- 
tinued from one member to the next, and even from one parallelisni to 
another ; as in Ps. 68 : 1, 8. 

O God, when thou wentcat forth before thy people, 

when tlioii diflst march through tUe desert, 
earth shook, yea the heavens dropped, at the prasenoe of God, 

that Sioai, at the preseucc of God, the God of Israel. 

The poetical form often differs from that of prose only by the division of 
tho sentence into members of nearly equal length, having no special 
correspondence in sense or grammatical construction, a mere rhythmical 
parallelism ; ae in Ps. 115 : 1-8, 

Not unto u3, Jehovah, not unto us, 
but to thy name, give glory. 
Wherefore should tho heathen say, 
" where now is their God ?" 
But our God is in tlie heavens; 
alt that he pleased he has done. 
Their idols ace silver and gold, 
the work of the hands of man. 
A mouth have they, but they speat not ; 
cyCH have they, but they see not ; 
ears have they, but they bear not ; 
a noso have they, but they sroeil not ; 
hands liave they, but they handle not ; 
feet have they, but tbey walk not ; 
they make no sound in their throat. 
Like them are they iJiat made them, 
aU that trust In them. 

But with these are interchanged the more regular and perfect forms, 
giving a higher poetical effect to the whole. It is the alternation of theso 
numerous varieties in the forms of parallelism that constitutes the prin- 
cipal charm of tho external form of Hebrew poetry. 
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Peculiarities of Structure. 

1. The acrostic, oi' alphabetic form ; in which the letters of tho Hobrew 
alphabet, in their tegular order, aie the initial letters of the successive 
lines, or stanzas, of the poem. In the Psalms there are seven of thia 
class ; namely, Pss. 25, 34, 3T, 111, 113, 119, H5. Pss. Ill and 113 are 
tho simplest examples of this form, containing' each the same number 
of lines as there are letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and the successive 
lines beginning with the letters in their regular order. These two psalms 
have another marked correspondence. In both, vv. and 10 consist each , 
of three members, the corresponding members in both psalms having the 
same initial letter, showing that the two were composed on the same plan. 

Ps. 119 is constructed with equal regTilarity, in twenty-two stanzas 
according to the number of the Hebrew letters, each stanza having eight 
paralleliama, or sixteen lines, and the first line of each parallelism begin- 
ning with the initial letter of the stanza. The memory was thus aided in 
treasuring up, and in calling to mind, the devout sentiments and practical 
precepts of the psalm. The remaining four, Pss. 25, 34, 3T, 145, are not 
equally perfect, though nearly so. 

2. Forms with a constantly recurring refrain after each member, as in 
Ps. 136. 

3. The gradational form, where the closing sentiment or espression in 
the second member of each parallelism is repeated in the first men)ber of 
tlie succeeding one ; as in Ps. 121, Less perfect examples are found in 
Pss. 124 and 127. 

4. The strophic form; as in Pa. lOt, where vv. 8 and 9, 15 and 16, 31 
and 22, 31 and 32, mark the division into strophes. Another example is 
found in Pss. 42 and 43, which evidently were written as one psalm, and 
in some manuscripts are united in oue. The refrain in Ps. 43 : 5, 11, 
43 ; 6, divides it into three nearly equal parts. Ps, 67 is divided into two 
equal portions by the refrain in vv. 5 and 11. Ps. 80 is divided into four 
parts by the refrain in w. 3, 1, 14 and 15 (varied in form), and 19. 

5. Choral form, composed to be sung by alternating choirs ; as Pss. 24, 
115, 135. 



That which distinguishes the poetry of the psalms, in its spirit, the 
essential and pervading characteristic, is religious sentiment. God, re- 
vealing himself in nature and his word as the Creator and Sovereign of the 
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universe, as God of all the nations of the earth and in a special sense of 
his chosen people, these are the themes of the Hebrew poet, and 1:he basis 
of all hia religious and moral views and sentiments. Whatever is sublime 
or beautiful in natnie is sung only in praise of its more glorious Autlior. 
The attributes of the Divine Being, the principles of his government, his 
purposes witli regard to the destiny of man, his past, present, and pro- 
spective dealings with individuals and with nations, are here exhibited with 
all the resonrces of poetic art. Religious experience is delineated in its 
various forms, and under every condition and relation in life. But tlic 
national traits are everywhere preserved. All is domestic. The various 
fortunes of the Hebrew race, in its earlier history, furnished ample mate- 
rials for historical illustration, whilst the gorgeous scenery of the Holy 
Land, its sublime mountains, its lovely hills and valleys, plains and rivers, 
and its romantic pastoral life, supplied inexhaustible stores of imagery 
from nature, for every purpose of poetic illustration and embellishment. 
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FIRST BOOK. 



PSALM I. 

' Happy the man, 

Who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

Nor stands in the way of sinners, 

Nor sits in the seat of scoffers ; 
^ But in the law of Jehovah is his dehght, 

And in his law he meditates day and night. 
^ And he shall be as a tree planted by the water-courses, 

Which yields its fruit in its season ; 

And his leaf shall not wither, 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
* Not so are the wicked, 

But as the chaff which the wind drives away. 
■^ Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
® For Jehovah knows the way of the righteous ; 

But the way of the wicked shall perish. 

V. 3. Shall prosper.] Or, he will cause to prosper. 

V. 6. Knows.] Recognizes, as that which he approves and delights ii 
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^ Why do the heathen rage, 

And peoples imagme a vain thing, 
^ The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And rulers take counsel together, 

Against Jehovah, and against his Anointed? 
^ Let us break their hands asunder, 

And east away their cords from us. 
* He that sits in the heavens will laugh ; 

The Lord will deride them. 
^ Then will he speak to them in his anger, 

And will confound them in his hot displeasure : 
^ Yet it is I that have anointed my king, 

On Zion, my holy mount, 
' I will declare the decree. 

Jehovah said to me : Thou art my Son ; 

I this day have begotten thee. 
^ Ask of me, 

And I will give the heathen for thine inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for thy possession. 
® Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; 

Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 
1" Now then, ye kings, be wise ; 

Be warned, ye judges of the earth. 
11 Serve Jehovah with fear ; 

And rejoice with trembling. 
^^ Kiss the Son, lest he he angry and ye perish in the way ; 

For quickly will his anger burn. 

Happy are all who put their trust in him. 

V. S. The language of tlie rebel kings and rulera. 
V. G. Jeliovah speaks. 
TV. 7-9. The Anointed speaks. 

Y.9. Kod.] Or, eceptro. For the sentiment, compare Is. ]1 : 4; 
Eev, 19 : 15. 

V. 13. Kiss the Son.] An expression cither of homage to an anointed 
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PSALM III. 

A Psalm of David, when lie fled from Absalom hiii enn. 

^ Jehovah, how many are my foes ! 

Many are rising up against me. 
^ Many are saying of my soul, 

There is no salvation for him in God. (Pause.) 
^ But thou, Jehovah, art a shield about me, 

My glory, and he that lifts up my head. 
* With my voice I cry unto Jehovah, 

And he hears me from his holy mount. (Pause.) 
^ I have laid me down, and slept ; 

I have awaked ; for Jehovah sustains me. 
^ I will not bo afraid of ten thousands of people, 

Who have arrayed themselves against me round about. 
' Arise, Jehovah ; save me, my God ; 

For thou hast smitten all my enemies on the cheek bono ; 

The teeth of the wicked thou hast broken. 
^ The salvation is of Jehovah. 

Thy blessing be upon thy people ! (Pause.) 

sovereign (compire 1 Sara. 10 : 1), or of submiasioti and reconcilisition. 
In the way.] In year course of resistance. Or, as lo the wny. Either 
as to your course of conduct (compare Ps. 1 : 6, their "way^ shall 
perish") or as to your lot, lest it be that ye perish. 

Pb. iii. (title). When he fled.] For lie history, see 2 Sam. chs. 15-18 ; 
and for the immediate occasion of the Psalm, ch. 17 : 1, 2, and 1-5-26! 
The fifth verse intimates that it was a morning iiymn of praise, after pass- 
ing the night in safety amid surrounding perils. 

T. 2. Many are saying.] Whether adversaries, or desponding friends. 
Of my soul.] Or, to ray soul (namely, so as deeply to affect me). 

Pause.] The Hebrew word, unconnected with the test itself, probably 
means red, -paune, a musical term directing a suspension of the vocal per- 
formance, while the instrumental mttsic was continued. But it marks, at 
the same time, a natural pause of thought after a sentiment of special 
interest and significance, as something to be dwelt upon ; and in this use 
it is found even at the close of a Psalm. (Psa. iii., ix., xxix.) It is not 
to be read as a part of the text. 

V. 7. Hast smitten.] In past times, and former seasons of peril. 
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PSALM IV. 

To tlie chief Musician. With etringed instruments. A Psalm of David. 

^ When I call, answer thou me, my righteous God ! 

In the distress thou didst give me enlargement ; 

Be gracious to me and hear my prayer. 
^ Sons of men, how long shall my glory be for shame, 

How long will ye love vanity, seek a lie? (Pause.) 
^ But know that Jehovah has set apart his Beloved ; 

Jehoviih will hear when I call to him. 
* Stand in awe, and do not sin ; 

Commune with your heart upon your bed, 

And be still. (Fause.) 
^ Offer sacrifices of righteousness, 

And put your trust in Jehovah. 
^ Many are saying : Who will cause us to see good ? 

Lift upon us the light of thy countenance, Jehovah! 

Pe. iv. (title). To the chief Musician.] Indicating the delivery of 
the Pealm to his care, for use in the religious service of the sanctuary. 

With stringed instruments.] Denoting the kind of instrumental accom- 
paniment. Compare the title to Pa. v. This Psalm feems to belong to the 
same occasion ew the preceding one, but with some favorable change {v. 1, 
second line), as indicated in its calmer tone. V. 8 intimates that it was an 
evening hymn. - 

V. 2. My glory.] As in Ps. 3:3. Be for shame.] An object of con- 
tempt and scorn in the person of his repiesentative. Vanity.] Vain, as 
being morally worthless and base, as well as unattainable. A lie.] False 
in itself (as is every evil object of pursuit) and certain to deceive. 

V. 3, Or, has set apart a beloved one for himself. His Beloved.] 
Compare Ps. IS : IC, "He delighted in me." 

V. 4. Or, Say it (that is, consider it) in your heart. 

v.. 5. Sacrifices of right eoasness.] Required by the divine law of 
righleousness ; a light temper of heart being the essential element, of 
which the outward form was only an expression. 

V. 6. Many are saying.] In the present disturbed condition of the 
Stiite. and uncerti^nty of the future. Who will.] Implying despair of 
any yonrce of relief. The Psalmist directs to the only true Oiie. 
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' Thou liaat put gladness in my heart, 

More than in the time when their corn and their now wine 
increased. 
^ In peace will I both lay mo down and sleep ; 

Fov thou Jehovah, alone, 

Wilt make me dwell in safety. 



PSALM V. 

To the chief Musician. To the music of wiDd-instrumeuts. A Psalm of 

'- Give ear to my words, O Jehovah ; 

Consider my complaint. 
^ Attend to the voice of my cry, my King, and my God ; 

For to tliee wili I pray. 
^ Jehovah, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice ; 

In the morning wili I direct [my prayer] to thee, and will 
watch. 
* For thou art not a God that has pleasure in wickedness ; 

Evil shall not dwell with thee. 
^ The proud shall not stand in tliy sight ; 

Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 
® Thou wilt destroy them that speak falsehood ; 

Jehovah will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 
' But I, in the abundance of thy kindness will I come into 
thy house ; 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, in thy fear. 
^ Jehovah, lead me in thy righteousness because of my 
enemies ; 

Make plain thy way before me. 

V. 1. More than.] More than they have in their prosperity. 

Ps. V. belongs apparently to the same period as the two preceding 
ones, though subsequent to both, and when the royal fugitive was restored 
to his capifcul. (Compare v, 1.) V, 3 intimates that it was a morning 
hymn. 

Y. 3. Will watch.] For the nnswer, the lookod-for help. 
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^ For there is nothing certain in their mouth ; 

Their inward part is corruption ; 

Their throat is an opened sepulchre ; 

They make smooth their tongue. 
1" Let tliem bear their guilt, God ! 

They shall fall by their own counsels. 

Ill the multitude of their transgressions thrust tliem out ; 

Por they have rebelled against thee. 
^1 But all that trust in thee shall rejoice ; 

They shall ever shout for joy, and thou wilt defend them ; 

And they that love thy name shall be joyful in thee. 
13 For thou, Jehovah, wilt bless the righteous ; 

With favor, as with a shield, wilt thou encompass him. 



PSALM VI. 

To tho c^ief Musician. Witli stringed itisti'tmicnts, upon the eighth, 
A Psalm of David. 

1 Jehovah, do not in tliine anger rebuke me. 
And do not in thy hot displeasure correct me. 

2 Be gracious to me, Jehovah, for I waste away ; 
Heal me, Jehovah, for my bones are shaken. 

^ And my soul is sorely shaken ; 

And thou, Jehovah, how long! 
* Return, Jehovah, deliver my soul ; 

Save me, for thy mercy's sake. 

V. 9. Nothing certain in their raoiith.] Nothing sure in their words, 
nothing that cnn be relied on and confided in. 

V. 10. Or, shall fall from theii- counsels (shall fail of accomplishing 
them). 

Ps. vi. (title). The eighth.] Of uncertain meaning ; most probably, 
the lowest lone in the scale, and on which the instrument to be used was 
keyed. 

The Psalm appears to have boon composed in sickness, aggravated by 
the unkindnest 
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* For in death there is no remembrance of thee ; 
In the underworld who will give thee thanks ! 

* I am wearied with my groaning ; 

All the night I make my couch to swim, 
With tears I cause my bed to flow. 
' Mine eye is wasted with grief, 
la grown old because of all my adversaries. 

* Depart from me all ye workers of iniquity ; 
For Jehovah hag heard the voice of my weeping. 

^ Jehovah has heard my supplication ; 

Jehovah will receive my prayer. 
'" All my enemies shall be ashamed and sorely dismayed ; 
They shall turn back, shall ba ashamed, suddenly. 



PSALM VII. 

A plaintive song of David, which he sang to Jehovah concerning the 
words of (Jush, a Benjamitc. 

' Jehovah, my God, in thee I put my trust ; 

Save me from all my persecutors, and deliver me ; 
' Lest he tear my soul, like a lion, 

Rending in pieces, and there be no deliverer! 
' Jehovah, my God, if I have done this, 

If there is iniquity in my hands ; 



V. 5. That these words are to ho taken in a qualified sense, is evidimt 
from Pss. 16:11; 11 : 16 ; 49 : U, 15, and other clear views of tlie ulti- 
mate future, botli of the righteous and ttie wicked. 

Ps. vii. (title.) Cush, a Benjamite.] Not otherwise known ; probably 
one of the court of Sanl (being of the same tribe, compare 1 Sam. 22 ; 1) 
when David was the object of hie persecutions, and of the malicious calum- 
nies of those around him. See 1 Sam. chs. 18-28 ; especially 18 : 9-29 ; 
19 : 9-24 ; 3$ : 1-16, and 19-36. 

V. 2, Lest he.] Saul ; from whom, of all the enemies just spoken of, 
tliere was moat to fear. 

T. 3. H.ivc done this.] Referring to the charge contained in "the 
words of Cush," of which there is no record. 
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* If I have requited with evil him that was at peace with 

Yea, I have delivered him that without cause oppret-sed 
me ; — 
^ Then let the euemy pursue my soul, and overtake it, 

And tread down my life to the earth. 

And lay my honor in the dust, {Pause.) 
^ Arise, Jehovah, in thine anger ; 

Raiae thyself up amid the wrath of my adversaries, 

And awake for me ; thou hast commanded judgment. 
'' And let the assembly of the peoples oiicompass thee round, 

And return to the place on high, above them. 
^ Jehovah will judge the nations ; 

Judge me, O Jehovah, 

According to my righteousness, and according to my integ- 
rity within me. 

* Let now the evil of the wicked come to an end ; 
And thou wilt establish the just. 

Even trying the hearts and reins, 

Righteous God ! 
^* My shield is with God, 

Who saves the upright in heart. 
^' God is a righteous judge ; 

And God is angry every day, 
^* If one turn not, he will whet his sword ; 

His bow he has bent, and made it ready, 
^' And has aimed at him weapons of death ; 

His arrows he will make burning ones, 
" Behold, he will travail with iniquity, 

And conceive mischief, and bring forth falsehood. 

V. i. I have delivered.] Sco 1 Sam. 24 : i-1 ; 36 : 8-13. 
V. 1. And return.] Eeeume the place of judgment, above the 
assembled t*"- 



V. 8. Judg-e mo.] Act as my judge, for my vindication. Within 
e.] Or, over mo (as a protection). 

V, 1 1. Or, God judges tlie righteous. 
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' Ho digged a pit, and hollowed it out, 

And fell into the ditch he made. 
' His mischief will return upon his own head, 

And upon his crown will his violence descend. 
^ I will praise Jehovah, according to his righteousness. 

And will sing praise to the name of Jehovah Most Higl 



PSALH Tin. 

To the chief Musician. On tlie GittiLh. A Psalm of David. 

' Jehovah, our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth ; 

Thou whose glory is set upon the heavens ! 
^ Out of the mouth of children and nurslings hast thou 
founded strength, 

Because of thine adversaries, 

To silence the enemy and the revenger. 
^ When I behold thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 

Moon and stars which thou hast ordained ; 

* What is man, that thou shouldst be mindful of him. 
And a son of man, that thou shouldst visit him ; 

^ And shouldst make him little lower than angels, 
And shouldst crown him with glory and honor ; 

* Shouldst give him dominion over the works of thy hands ! 
All thou hast put under his feet ; 

^ Sheep and oxen, all of them ; 
Yea, and beasts of the field, 

Ps. viii. (title.) Gittith.] An instrument uf music, to whicli three 
psalms (viii., Ixxsi., Ixxxiv.,) are directed to be sung. Or, After tho 
Gittith (after the melody of that name). 

V. 1. Whose glory is set upon tho heavens.] Compare Ps. 19 : 1, 
" The heavens declare the glory of God." 

v. 2. Pounded strength.] Inspiring confidence to resist and quell 
the assaults of the enemy. 

V. 5. Of, little lower than Deity. 
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^ Bird of heaven, and fishes of the sea, — 
That which passes through paths of the seas. 

'■' Jehovah, our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 



PSALM IX. 

To tlio chief MuHician. After [the tiiclody] " Death of the Sou." A Psalm 

of David. 
^ I WILL praise Jehovah with my whole heart ; 

I will recount all thy wondrous works. 
^ I will be glad and rejoice in thee, 
I will sing praise to thy name. Most High, 

* When my enemies turn backward, 
Stumble, and perish before thee. 

* For thou hast maintained my right and my cause ■ 
Thou sattest in the throne, judging right. 

^ Thou hast rebuked the heathen, hast destroyed the wicked • 

Their name thou hast blotted out forever and ever. 
^ As for the enemy, the desolations are ended forever ; 

And cities hast thou destroyed ; their memory, even theirs, 
is perished, 
"' But Jehovah will sit forever ; 

He has founded his throne for judgment. 
8 And he will judge the habitable earth in righteousness ; 

He will judge peoples in uprightness. 
^ So let Jehovah be a refuge for the oppressed, 

A refuge in times of distress ; 



Fs. ix. (title.) Death of the Son.] A compoaition which gnvo the 
name to a melody to whicli this Psalm was to be sung. For the occnaioii 
(see v. 6), compare 2 Sam. 8 ; 1-14. 

V. 6. The desolations ] Of invading heathen armies ; or (as the 
words may mean) the desolations inflicted on the enemy, so complete as to 
be ended forever, leaving nothing to be done. Even theirs.] Mighty and 
renowned as tliey were. 

V. 8. The habitable earth ] WJiorevor m<.n dwell. 
10 
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^^ And they will trust in thee who know thy name, 

For thou hast not forsaken them that seek thcc, Jehovah. 
^^ Sing praise to Jehovah, who dwells in Zion ; 

Make known his deeds among the peoples ; 
'^ That he who makes inquisition for blood has remembered 
them, 

Has not forgotten the cry of the suffering. 
^^ Be gracious to me, Jehovah ; 

Behold my suffering from them that hate me, 

Thou that Hftest me up from the gates of death ; 
^* That I may recount all thy praise, 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion, — 

May exult in thy salvation. 
^^ The heathen have sunk down in the pit they made ; 

In the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 
^'^ Jehovah made himself known ; he executed judgment ; 

In the work of his hands was the wicked snared. (Music 
Pause.) 
^' The wicked shall turn back, to the underworld, 

All the heathen that forget God. 
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten ; 

The hope of the humble shall not perish forever. 
'^ Arise, Jehovah ! Let not man prevail ; 

Let the heathen be judged before thee, 
^" Put them in fear, Jehovah ; 

Let the heathen know that they are men. (Pause.) 



PSALM X. 

^ Wherefore, Jehovah, standest thou afar off, 

Hidest thyself in times of distress? 
2 The wicked in his pride persecutes the lowly ; 

Let them be taken in the devices which they contrived. 
' For the wicked glories in his soul's desire. 

And greedy of gain forsakes, contemns Jehovah. 
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PSALMS. 

" The wicked, through his pride of countenance, will not 
seek ; 
God is not in all his thoughts. 
^ His ways are sure at all times ; 
Thy judgments are far above, out of his sight ; 
As for all his adversaries, he scoffs at them. 
* He has said iu his heart : I shall not be moved ; 

I shall never be in adversity. 
^ With cursing is his mouth filled, and with deceits and 
extortion ; 
Under his tongue is mischief and falsehood. 
^ He sits in ambush by the villages ; 
In the secret places he slays the innocent; 
His eyes lurk for the wretched. 
' He lies m wait in the hiding place as a lion in his covert ; 
He hes in wait to seize upon the weak ; 
He seizes upou the weak when he has drawn him into 
his net. 
1" He bows himself, he crouches down. 

And the wretched fall by his strong ones. 
" He says in his heart : God has forgotten ; 

He has hidden his face, he sees it not forever. 
^^ Arise, Jehovah ; God, lift up thy hand ; 

Do not forget the lowly. 
1^ Wherefore has the wicked contemned God, 
Said in his heart : Thou wilt not require it ? 



V. 4. Wili not seek.] Is too proud ^nd se]f-co..fide>it to look beyoi.d 
himself for help, or (second member) to acknowledge a God. The wovds 
may be rendered (perhaps more pertinently, in the connection) r 

The wicked, accoi-diag to bis pride of cuntouanoe, "He will 
not require it," 

" There is no God,"— are all his thoughts. 
Require.] Compare the use of tliis word in Gen. 9 : 5. 

T. 5. Thy judgments,] The divine purpose in the infliction of ludff- 
ments la far above his earthly and sensual views. 

.1 \'^' ,^''**'""'W ^'ho Iiumble in condition ; and helpless (except 
through the help of God) against tJie oppression of the strong 
12 
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PSALMS. 

^* Thou hast seen ; for thou dost look upon trouble and 
sorrow, 

To set them on thy hand. 

To thee the wretched will commit it ; 

The orphan's helper hast thou been. 
^^ Break the arm of the wicked ; 

And the evil man, thou wilt search out his wickedness till 
thou find no more. 
^^ Jehovah is king forever ; 

The heathen have perished from his land. 
1^ The desire of tho lowly thou hast heard, Jehovah ; 

Thou wilt confirm their heart, thou wilt incline thine ear, 
1® To judge the orphan and oppressed, 

That he no more may dread man that is of the eartli. 



PSALM XI. 

To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David. 

1 In Jehovah put I my trust. 

How say ye to my soul : 

Flee [as] a bird to your mountain ! 
* For lo, the wicked bend the bow ; 

They have fitted their arrow iipon the string. 

To shoot covertly at the upright in heart. 
^ When the foundations are destroyed, 

What can the righteous do? 

V. 14. On thy hand.] Where tliey are ever before him. Compare 
Is. 49 : 16. 

V. 18. Or, that man, that is of the earth, may pat in fear no more. 

Ps. xi. The sentiments of the Psalm point clearly to the period of the 
persecution of David by Saul and his adherents, 2 Sam. 18-30. Compare 
especially 28 : 7-26. 

V. 3. Foundations.] Namely, of social order, on which the peace and 
security of society rest. The language is applicable to the whole reign of 
Saul. 
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PSALMS. 

' Jehovah is in his holy temple ; 

Jehovah, — -in heaven is his throne. 

His eyes behold, 

His eyelids try, the sons of men. 
* Jehovah tries the righteous ; 

And the wicked, and lover of violence, his soul hates. 
' He will rain on the wicked snares, 

Fire and brimstone, and a burning tempest, — 

The portion of their cup ! 
' For righteous is Jehovah, he loves righteousness ; 

His countenance beholds the upright. 



PSALM XII. 
To the chief Musician. On the eighth. A Psahn of David. 

^ Save, Jehovah, for the godly ceases ; 

For the faithful fail from the sons of men. 
2 Tliey speak falsehood every man with his neighbor ; 

With flattering lips, with a double heart, they speak. 
,3 May Jehovah cut off all flattering lips, 

The tongue that speaks proud things ; 
* "Who say : With our tongue will we prevail ; 

Our lips are our own ; who is lord over us ? 
6 For the oppression of the lowly, for the sighing of the 
needy. 

Now will I arise, sailh Jehovah ; 

I will set him in safety at whom he scoffs. 

V. i. Temple.] Compare 1 Sam. 1:9; 3 ; 3 ; showing that the 
tabernacle, which contained the arlc, the symbol of Jehovah's pveeence, 
was so called. 

V. 5- Tries the right«ons.] With the implication that lie finds him 
faithfal ; as must be the result of such a trial. 

Pe.xn. (title.) On the eighth.] See Pa. vi. 

V. 5. Or, 1 -will set him in safety who pauts for it. 
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PSAIiMS. 

^ The sayings of Jehovah are pure sayings ; 

Silver tried in a furnaco of earth, 

Seven times refined. 
'^ Thou, Jehovah, wilt keep them, 

Wilt guard them from this generation forever. 
^ The wicked walk on every side. 

When the vilest of the sons of men are exalted. 



PSALM XIII. 

To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 
1 How long, Jehovah ! Wilt thou forget me forever? 

How long wilt thou hide thy face from me 1 
^ How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 

[Bear] sorrow in my heart, daily? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
^ Look, I pray, answer me, Jehovah, my God ; 

Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the [siecp of} death ; 
* Lest my enemy say : I have prevailed over him ; 

Lest my foes oxult when I am ready to fall. 
^ But I, In thy kindness have I trusted ; 

Let my heart exult in thy salvation. 
" I will sing to Jehovah, for he has been bountiful to me. 



PSALM XIT. 

To lIiG chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David. 

' The fool has said in his heart : There is no G-od. 
Corrupt, abominable are they in their works ; 
There is none that doeth good, 

T. 0. Or, silver melted to the ground in a furnaco. Meaning : melted 
from the ore in a furnace, and flowing down to tlic ground, — to the 
receptacle in the earth. 
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* Jehovah looked down from heaven upon the sons of men, 
To see if there is any that understands, 

That Becks after God. 

* They have all turned aside ; together they arc corrupted ; 
There is none that doeth good, not even one. 

* Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

Call not upon Jehovah ? 

* There were they in great fear ; 

For God is in the righteous generation. 
^ Ye put to shame the counsel of the lowly, 

I'or Jehovah is his refuge, 
' Oil for the salvation of Israel out of 7Aon I 

When Jehovah turns the captivity of his people, 

Jacob will exult, Israel will rejoice. 



PSALK XV. 

A Psalm of David. 

1 Jehovah, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle 1 

Who shall dwell in thy holy mount ? 
^ He that walks uprightly, and works righteousness. 

And speaks truth in his heart. 
^ He has not slandered with his tongue. 

Has not done evil to his fellow, 

Nor taken up a reproach against his neighbor. 
* In his eyes' a reprobate is abhorred ; 

But he will honor them that fear Jehovah. 

If he has sworn to his harm, he will not change. 



V. 6. By " counsel of the lowly " is meant whatever 1 
resorts to, for security. As his reliance is on the righteous sovereignty 
of Ood, ■whoever wrongs him " pnt« it to shame." 

V. 1. Turns the captivity.] A proverbial phrase, meaning restoration 
to prosperity. See the remark on Pe. 85 : 1. 

V. 1. Sojourn in thy tabernacle.] Meaning, to frequent it, to be as it 
were Jehovah's g'liest, and under his care and protection. 
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PSAIMS. 

' His money he has not put out at usury ; 
Nor has he taken a bribe against the innocent. 
He that does these things shall never be moved. 



PSALM XVI. 
Memorial [Paalm] of David. 
'■ Preserye me, God, for I trust in thee. 
^ Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah : Thou art Lord ; 

My good is not aside from thee. 
^ As for the saints who are in the earth, 

[They are] the excellent, in whom is all my delight. 
^ Their sorrows shall be multiplied that exchange for another. 

I will not pour out their drink-offerings of blood. 

And will not take their names upon my lips. 
^ Jehovah is the portion of my heritage and of my cup ; 

Thou wilt maintain my lot. 
" The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places ; 

Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 
' I will bless Jehovah who has counseled me ; 

Also by night my reins admonish me. 
® I have set Jehovah always before me ; 

Because [he is] on ray right hand, I shall not bo moved. 
^ Therefore ray heart is glad, and my glory exults ; 

Also my flesh shall rest in hope. 

V. 2. Thou [my soul] hast said.] Appealing to his eelf-conaciousness 
of thia truth, as tliough strengthening himself in the conviction of it, ns 
Ilia sole reliance in the hour of trial. " Soul" is implied in the form of tlio 
Hebrew verb. 

V. i. Another.] Compare Is. 48 : II, " I will not give my glory to 
anotlier." Another god, is the implicatiou in both passages. 

V. 6. Lines.] Measuring lines, by which lands were measured off 
for division. Compare Ps. IS : 55, " divided them a heritage by line." 

V. 7, Admonish me.] Namely, of this duty, to bless Jehovah. 

V. 9, My g'lory.J The distinguiehiiig and nobler part of man, his 
spiritual in distinction from his material, physical nature. 
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PSALMS. 

' For thou wilt not abandon my soul to the underworld ; 
Thou wilt not suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. 

' Thou wilt show me the path of life, 
Fullness of joys in thy presence, 
Pleasures at thy right hand, for evermore ! 



PSALM XVII. 
A Prayer of David. 

^ Hear, Jehovah, the right ; 

Be attentive to my cry. 

Give ear to my prayer, 

From lips not deceitful. 
^ Let my sentence come forth from thy presence ; 

Let thine eyes behold the things that are equal. 
^ Thou hast tried my heart, hast visited by night, 

Hast assayed me, — thou findest nothing. 

I have purposed, my mouth shall not transgress. 
* As to the deeds of man, by the word of thy lips 

I have kept myself from the paths of the violent. 
^ My steps have held fast to thy ways ; 

My feet have not wavered. 
^ I have called upon thee, for thou wilt answer me, O God ; 

Incline thine ear to me, hear my speech, 
' Show thy marvelous kindness, thou that savest the trusting, 

From such as rise up against them, with thy right hand. 
^ Keep me as the apple of the eye ; 

In the shadow of thy wings thou wilt hide me, 
^ From the wicked that oppress me, 

My deadly enemies that encompass mo round. 
1" They are inclosed in their own fat ; 

With their mouth they speak proudly. 

V. 10. Holy One.] Or, Beloved ; compare Pa. 4 ; 3. 
V. 9. Or, my enemies that eagerly encompass me round. 
Y. 10. In their own fat.] An expression either of li 
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^' At our footsteps Ihey have now encompassed us ; 

They )iave set their eyes to bow [us] down to the earth. 
" He is like a Hon that is greedy for prey, 

And as a young lion lurking in secret places. 
" Arise, Jehovah! 

Confront him ; make him crouch down. 

Deliver my soul from the wicked, thy sword, 
'^ From men, thy hand, Jehovah ; 

Prom men of the world, whose portion is in life, 

And with thy hoard thou wilt fill their belly. 

They shall be surfeited with sons. 

And leave their excess to their children. 
^* As for me, in righteousnosa shall I behold thy face, 

Shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 



PSALM XVIII. 

To the chief Musician. By the servsint of Jehovah, by David, who spolic 
to Jehov^.h the words of this song, in the day when Jehovah had 
delivered Lim from the hand of ail his enemies, and from the hand of 
Saul ; and he said : 

^ I WILL love thee, Jehovah, my strength. 

* Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, 

My God, my rock, I will trust in him ; 

My shield, my horn of salvation, my high tower. 
' Pt-aised will I call Jehovah, 

And from my enemies shall I be saved. 

of grosanoaa in regard to spiritual perception. For the fomer, compare 
Job 15 ; 37 ; and for the latter. Is. 6 : 10. 

V. 11. They have set their eyes.] Namely, on this object ; they are 
■wholly intent on it. Compare the Himilar expressiou in Luke 9 : 53. 

V. 15. With thy likeness.] With God, as manifested to thoeo whom 
he permits to behold him. Compare Matt. 5 : 8. 

V. 3 Horn, emblem of strength and of defense ; of salvation, as the 
instrument and means of it. 
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* The bands of deatli encompassed me, 
And floods of the ungodly made me afraid. 

^ The bands of the underworld surrounded me. 
The snares of death confronted me. 

* In my distress I called upon Jehovah, 
And unto my God I cried. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 
And my cry came before him, into his ears. 

' Then the earth shook and quaked ; 

And the foundations of the mountains trembled, 

And were shaken, because he was wroth. 
^ There went up smoke in his nostril. 

And fire out of his mouth devoured ; 

Coals were kindled from it. 
" And he bowed the heavens and came down, 

And thick darkness wag under his feet. 
^^ And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly. 

And soared along on wings of the wind, 
^^ He made darltness his covering, 

His pavilion round about him ; 

Dark waters, thick clouds of the skies. 
" From the brightness before him his thick clouds 
away ; 

Hail, and coals of fire ! 
'^ And Jehovah thundered in the heavens. 

And the Most High uttered his voice ; 

Hail, and coals of fire ! 
^* And he sent out his arrows and scattered them. 

And shot forth lightnings and discomfited them, 
^° And the channels of water were seen, 

And the foundations of the world were made bare, 

At thy rebuke, O Jehovah, 

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

T. 12. Tlie scene now changes. A blaze of light, from before him, 
diaptTses the darkneee of enveloping clonds, in showers of hail and burn- 
ing coals. 

VT, 19, 13. Hail and coala of fire.] Compare Ex. 'J : 23, 24 
20 
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I'i He sent from on high, lie took me, 

He drew me out of many waters. 
1' He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

And from them that hated me, for they were too strong 
for me. 
"* They confronted me in the day of my calamity ; 

And Jehovah heeame a stay for me, 
'5 And bronght me forth to a large place, 

And delivered me, hecause he delighted in me. 
^^ Jehovah reqnited me according to my righteonsness ; 

According to the cleanness of my hands he recompensed me. 
^i For I have kept the ways of Jehovah, 

And have not wickedly departed from my G-od. 
^^ For all his judgments were before me, 

And his statutes I put not away from me ; 
2^ And I was upriglit with him, 

And kept myself from mj iniquity ; 
2^ And Jehovah recompensed me according to my righteoue- 
ness. 

According to the cleanness of my hands before his eyes. 
^^ With the gracious thou wilt show thyself gracious ; 

With an upright man thou wilt show thyself upright ; 
^^ With the pure thou wilt show thyself pure ; 

And with the froward thou wilt show thyself froward. 
" PVr thou wilt save an afflicted people, 

And lofty eyes thon wilt bring low. 
■^^ For thou wilt light my lamp ; 

Jehovah my God will enlighten my darkness. 
''"' For by thee I shall run through a troop. 

And by my G-od I shall leap over a wall. 
^'* As for Grod, his way is perfect ; 

The word of Jehovah is tried ; 

A shield is he to all that trust in him. 
31 For who is God besides Jehovah, 

And who is a rock save our God ; 
3^ The Mighty, that girds me with strength, 

And has made my way perfect ; 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

3' Making my feet like hinds', 

And on my high places he makes me stand ; 
'* Teacliing my hands to war, 

And a bow of brass ia bent by my arms. 
3° And thou gavest me the shield of thy salvation ; 
And thy right hand will hold mo up, 
And tliy condescension will make me great. 
^'^ 'J'liou wilt enlarge my stops under me. 

And my ankles waver not. 
" I bliall jiursuo my enemies, and overtake them ; 

And sliall not turn again till they are consumed, 
s* 1 chilli smite them, and they will not be able to rise ; 

They will fall beneath my feet. 
'" For thou hast girded me with strength for the battle ; 

Thou wilt make them crouchunder me that rise up against me. 
^ And thou hast given me the neck of my enemies ; 

And those that liate me, I will destroy them. 
" They will cry, and there is no deliverer ; 

To Jehovah, and he answers them not, 
" And I shall heat them small as dust before the wind ; 

As mire of the streets I will pour them out. 
^^ Tbon wilt deliver me from the strifes of the people ; 
Tlioii wilt make Trie the head of the heathen ; 
A peo[ile I have not known shall serve me. 
" Al iliL- hearing of the ear they will obey me ; 

pirangers will profess submission to me. 
^^ Strangers will fade away. 

And will tremble from their strongholds. 
*" Jehovah lives, and blessed be my rock, 

And let the God of my salvation be exalted ; 
" 1'lic Mighty, who avenges me, 

Ami Ints subdued peoples under me, 
*^ Delivei'ing me from my enemies. 

Yea, tliou wilt lift me above those that rise up againat me ; 
Fi-om the man of violence thou wilt rescue me. 

V. 3G. "Wa.ver not.] My feet stand firm, having ample room. 
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PSAIiMS. 

' Therefore will I praise thee, Jehovah, among the 
heathen, 

And to tliy name will I sing. 
' Great deliverances he gives to lus king, 

And shows kindness to his anointed, 

To David, and to his seed, forevermore. 



PSALM XIX. 

To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David. 

' The heavens declare the glory of God, 

And the expanse proclaims his handiwork. 
^ Day to day utters speech, 

And uighfc to night shows knowledge. 
^ There is no speech nor language, 

Where their voice is not heard. 
* Their line is gone out through all the earth, 

And their words to the eud of the world. 

In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun ; 
" And he is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber ; 

He rejoices as a strong man to run a race. 
^ His going forth is from the end of the heavens, 

V. 50, To his anointed— to David, and to his seed.] These words 
ai'e the key to the sentiments of this psalm, and of all of like import. The 
Psalmist speaks as the representative of that divinely constituted sov- 
ereignty, of which he was the head, and which was opposed in his person, 

V. 3. In every land, is meant. Their voice is heard, whatever may 
bo the " speech or language" of the people. They preach to all, of every 
tongue, and are understood by all. The verse may be rendered thus : 
There is no speech, there are no words ; 
Their voice is not heard. 

This is true in itself, but has no special significance in the connection. 
The thought expressed in the text is botli true and to the point. They 
declare the " glory of God and his handiwork" to all, in a voice that is 
heard by all The italics of the common English version are not required 
by the Hebrew construction. 
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And his circuit unto the ends thereof, 
And there is nothing hidden from his heat, 
' The law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the soul ; 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. 

* The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heurt ; 
The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

* The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring forever ; 

The judgments of Jehovah arc truth, they are righteous 
altogether ; 
^° More to be desired than gold, and much fine gold, 

And sweeter than honey, and the dropping of the combs. 
'■^ Moreover, by them is thy servant warned ; 

In keeping them there is great reward, 
^' Errors, who can understand ! 

Of hidden ones do thou acquit me. 
^^ Also from presumptuous ones withhold thy servant ; 

Let them not have dominion over mc ; 

Then shall I be upright, and be free from great trans- 



' Let the words of my mouth, and meditation of my heart, 

Be acceptable in thy sight, 

Jehovah, my rock, and my redeemer. 



PSALM XX. 
To the chief iMuaiciai]. A Psiiliti ofDavid. 

^ Jehovah answer thee in the day of trouble. 
The name of the God of Jacob defend thee ; 

^ Send thee help from the sanctuary. 
And strengthen thee from Zion ; 

^ Remember all thy offerings, 
And accept thy burnt-sacrifice ; 

v. 12. Hidden ones.] Sudi as are unobserved, and of which one is 
not conscious, in distinction from deliberate and purposed sins, spoken of 
in the next vevse. 



./Google 



* Grant thee according to thy heart, 
And fulfill all thy counsel. 

^ May we shout for joy in thy deliverance, 
And in the name of our God lift up a banner. 
Jehovah fulfill all thy petitions. 

* Now know I, 

That Jehovah saves his anointed. 

He will answer him from his holy heavens, 

With the saving strength of his right hand. 
' Some Lu chariots, and some in horses, 

But we in the name of Jehovah our God, will glory. 
^ They have bowed down and fallen ; 

But we are risen and stand upright. 

* Jehovah, save ! 

Let the king answer us, in the day we call. 



PSALM XXI. 

To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 

1 Jehovah, in thy strength shall the king rejoice ; 

And in thy salvation how greatly shall he exult! 
^ Thou hast given him his heart's desire, 

And hast not withholden the request of his lips. (Pause. 
3 For thou dost anticipate him with blessings of goodness, 

Thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 
* He asked of thee life, and thou gavest it to him, 

Length of days forever and ever. 
s Great is his glory in thy salvation; 

Honor and majesty thou dost lay upon him. 
« For thou makest him a blessing forever ; 

Thou dost gladden him with joy by thy countenance. 
' For the king trusts in Jehovah, 



V. 6. More literally : Thou makeet him blessiii^-s ; referring to their 
ricty and fuUnesa. Compare Gen. 12 : 2, last clause. 
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PSAIiMS. 

And through the kindness of the Most High he shall not 
be moved. 
^ Thy hand will find out all thy enemies ; 

Thy right hand will find out those that hate thee. 
" Thou wilt make them as a fiery furnace in the time of 
thine anger ; 
Jehovah will swallow them up in his wrath, and fire will 
devour them. 
^° Their fruit thou wilt destroy from the earth, 

And their seed from the sons of men. 
'^ For they spread oxit evil against thee ; 

They devised a plot ; they shall not prevail. 
^^ For thou wilt make them turn their back ; 

With thy bowstrings thou wilt aim against their face, 
^' Exalt thyself, Jehovah, in thy strength ; 
"We will sing and praise in song thy power. 



PSALM XXII. 

To the chief Musician. After [tlie melody] " Hind of the Morning." 
A Psalm of Diivid. 

1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ! 

Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning. 
^ My God, I cry, in the day-time, and thou answerest not ; 

And in the night season, and there is no quiet for me. 
^ But thou art holy. 

Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
* In thee our fathers trusted ; 

They trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
^ To thee they cried, and were freed ; 

In thee they trusted, and were not ashamed. 

V. 9. Tlie second member shows that the earthly sovereign is only the 
instrnm<*nt of divine justice Compare the note at the close of Pa. xviii. 
V. 1 1. Th<'y spread out evil.] As a net is spread for the unwary, 
V. 5. Fee Exodus 3 : 9, 10. 

26 
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PSALMS. 

^ But I am a worm, and not a man ; 

A reproach of men, and despised of the people. 
' All that see me mock at me ; 

They thrust out the lip, they shake the head [saying] ; 
^ Commit it to Jehovah, he wil! deliver liim ; 

He will rescue liim, for he delights in him. 
" But tliou art ho that took me out of the womb, 

That made me trust, when on my mother's breasts. 
'" On thee was I east from the womb ; 

From the bowels of my mother thou art my God. 
",Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 

For there is no helper, 
^^ Many bulls have encompassed me ; 

Strong ones of Bashan have beset me round. 
^* They gaped upon me with their mouth, 

A ravening and roaring lion. 
^* I am poured out like water, 

And all my bones are parted. 

My heart is become like wax ; 

Melted in the midst of my bowels. 
^* My strength is dried up like a potsherd. 

And my tongue cleaves to my jaws ; 

And thou wilt lay me in the dust of death. 
" For dogs have encompassed me ; 

The assembly of evil-doers have inclosed me, 

Piercing my hands and my feet. 
" I may number all my bones ; 

They looli, they stare upon me. 
^^ They part my garments among them. 

And for my vesture they cast lots. 
" But thou, Jehovah, be not afar off; 

my strength, hasten to my help. 
^" Rescue my soul from tbe sword. 

My life from the power of the dog. 

V. 8. Said ironically, and in bitter mockery of the Psalmist's trust ii 
Jehoviih. Compare Matt. 37 : 43. 

V. I'i. Tlicy.] The adversaries, here compared to a hungry lion. 
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'^ Save me from the lion's itioiUh, 

And answer [and rescue] me from the horns of wild 
oxen. 
^^ 1 will declare thy name to my brethren ; 

In the midst of the assembly will 1 praise thee. 
^^ Ye that fear Jehovah praise him ; 

All ye seed of Jacob glorify him, 

And fear him all ye seed of Israel. 
^* For he has not despised, nor abhorred, the afSictioti of the 
afflicted^ 

And has not hid his face from him ; 

And when he cried to him, he heard. 
^* Of thee shall be my praise, in the great congregation ; 

My vows I will pay before them that fear him. 
^'^ The humble shall eat, and shall be satisfied ; 

They will praise Jehovah that seek him ; 

May your heart hve forever ! 
^■^ All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
Jehovah, 

And all the families of nations shall worship before thee. 
^® For the kingdom is Jehovah's, 

And he is ruler among the nations. 
2' They eat and worship, all the rich of the earth ; 

Before hira shall bow atl that go down to the dust, 

And he that can not keep his soul alive. 
™ A seed shall serve him ; 

It shall be told of the Lord for generations. 

V. 21. Wild oxen.] Described in Job 39 : 9-13, as peculiavly fieiw 
and intractable. 

V. 35. Of ttee.] Or, from tliee, as tlie source of my deliverance, and 
therefore of my praise. 

V. 26. Shall eat.] Of the sacrificial feast made on occasion of tlu! 
fulfillment of a vow (preceding verse). See Dent. 12 : It, 18, Lev. 1:16; 
and compare an abuse of this religious observance, in Prov. ^ : 14. 

T. 27. Shall remember.] The deliverance here commemorated. 

V. 29. There is here no distinction of rank or condition. The feast is 
for all ; for the rich, for " all tKat go down to the dust" (the coiiimoii lot), 
for the poor, even such aa "can not keep his i30ul alive," 
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^' They shall come, and shall make known his righteousness, 
To a people that shall be born, that he has done it. 



PSALM XXIII. 

A Psalm of David. 

^ Jehotah is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

* He makes me lie down in green pastures ; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 

^ He restores my soul ; 
He guides me in paths of righteousness, for his name's salce. 

* Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, 
I will fear no evil, for thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

* Thou preparest a table before me, in the presence of my 

adversaries ; 
Thou anoiiiLest my head with oil ; my cup runs over. 
^ Surely goodness and mercy wilt follow me all the days of 

my life, 
. And I shall dwell in the house of Jehovah forever. 



PSALM XXIV. 

A Psalm of David. 

^ The earth is Jehovah's, and the fullness thereof; 

The world and they that dwell therein. 
^ For he founded it upon the seas, 

And established it upon the floods. 

Paalm sxiv. The most probable occasion of this psalm is the solemn 
procession, described in I Chron. 15 : 14-38, for the induction of the aik 
into the sanctuary prepared for it. It is not improbable that the psalm 
was chanted antiphonally, as in the division by paragraphs. 
29 
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^ Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah, 
And who shall stand in his holy place ? 

* He that has clean hands, and a pure heart ; 
M''ho has not lifted up his soul to vanity, 
And has not sworn deceitfully. 

^ He shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, 
And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

* This is the generation of them that seek him, 
That seek thy face, even Jacob. (Pause.) 

^ Lift up your heads, ye gates, 
And lift yourselves up, ye everlasting doors, 
That the King of glory may come in. 
^ Who is this, the King of glory ? 
Jehovah, strong and mighty ; 
Jehovah, mighty in battle. 
^ Lift up your heads, ye gates, 
And lift up, ye everlasting doors. 
That the King of glory may come in. , 
^^ Who then is he, the King of glory? 
Jehovah of hosts ; 
He is the King of glory. (Pause.) 



PSALM SXV. 

[A Faalm] of David. 

^ To thee, Jehovah, I will lift up my soul. 

^ Jly God, in thee do I trust ; let me not be ashamed. 

Let not my enemies triumph over me. 
^ Yea, let none that wait for thee be ashamed ; 

Let them be ashamed that transgress without cause. 
^ Make me know thy ways, Jehovah ; 

Teach me thy paths. 

V, 6. Jacob.] Used here, as elsewhere, for the true Israel, the col- 
lective people of G-od. Conapare Ps. 14 ; 1. 
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^ Make ine walk in thy truth, and teach me ; 

For thou art the God of my salvation, 

On thee I wait all tlie day. 
^ Rememher thy tender mercies, Jehovah, and thy 
kindnesses ; 

For they have been of old. 
"^ The sins of my youth, and my trespasses, do not rememher ; 

According to thy kindness remember thou me, 

For thy goodness' sake, Jehovah. 
^ Good and upright is Jehovah ; 

Therefore will he direct sinners in the way. 
^ He will guide the humble in that which is right. 

And the humble he will teach his way, 
" All the patba of Jehovah are kindness and truth, 

To such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
" For thy name's sake, Jehovah, 

Thou wilt pardon my iniquity, for it is great ! 
" What man is he tha,t feai-s Jeliovah? 

Him will he instruct in the way he should choose. 
" His soul shall dwell at ease. 

And his seed shall possess the land. 
'* The secret of Jehovah is for them that fear him. 

And he makes them know his covenant. 
^^ Mine eyes are ever toward Jehovah ; 

For he will bring out my feet from the net. 
^^ Turn unto me, and be gracious to me ; 

For I am desolate and afflicted. 
^'' The troubles of my heart are enlarged ; 

Bring thou me out of my distresses. 
'^ Look on my affliction and my pain ; 

And forgive all mj sins. 
^' Behold my enemies, that they are many, 

And bate me with cruel hatred. 
^^ Keep my soul, and rescue me ; 

Let me not be ashamed, for I have trusted in thee. 
" Let integrity and uprightness preserve me ; 

For I wait on thee. 
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' Redeem Israel, God, 
Out of all his troubles ! 



PSALM XXVI. 

[A Psalm] of David. 
1 Jddge me, Jehovah ; 

For I have walked in ray integrity. 

And in Jehovah have I trusted ; 

I shall not waver. 
^ Try me, Jehovah, and test me ; 

Assay my reins and my heart. 
^ Por thy loving-kindness is before my eyes ; 

And I have walked in thy truth. 

* I have not sat with men of falsehood. 
And I will not go in with dissemblers, 

^ I have hated the congregation of evil-doers, 
And I will not sit with the wicked. 

* I will wash my hands in innocency, 

And will encompass thine altar, Jehovah ; 
^ That I may publish, with the voice of thanksgiving, 

And recount all thy wondrous works. 
8 Jehovah, I have loved the habitation of thy house, 

And the place where thy glory dwells. 
^ Gather not my soul with sinners, 

Nor my life with bloody men ; 
1" In whose hands is mischief, 

And their right hand is full of bribes. 
^^ But as for me, I will walk in my integrity ; 

Redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
'^ My foot stands in an even place. 

In the congregations will I bless Jehovah. 



V. 3. Assay] As a refiner of metals. The same word is used in 
Ps. 66 : 1 0, " thou hast assayed u% as silver is assayed." 

V. 9. Gather.] Compare Gen. 25 : 8, and 49 : 33, "was <f.athered to 
his people." 



./Google 



PSALM XXTII. 
[A Psiilm] of David. 
^ Jehovah is my light and my salvation ; 

Of whom shall I be afraid ? 

Jehovah is the stronghold of my life ; 

Of whom shall I be in dread ? 
^ When the wicked came upon me to eat up my flesh, 

My foes and my enemies, it was they that stumbled and fell. 
^ If a host shall encamp against me, 

My heart will not fear ; 

If war shall rise up against me. 

In this will I be confident. 
* One thing have T asked of Jehovah, 

That will I seek after ; 

That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of 
my life, 

To behold the beauty of Jehovah, 

And to inquire in his temple. 
" For in the day of evil he will hide me in his pavilion ; 

He will conceal me in the covert of his tabernacle ; 

Ho will set me on high upon a rock. 
^ And now shall my head be high above ray enemies round 
about me ; 

And I will offer in hig tabernacle sacrifices of triumph ; 

I will sing, and will praise Jehovah in song. 
' Hear, Jehovah, my voice, T cry ; 

And do thou be gracious to me, and answer me. 
^ My heart has said to thee : Seek ye my face, — 

Thy face, Jehovah, will I seek. 
^ Hide not thy face from me ; 

Turn not thy servant away in anger. 

Thou hast been my help ; 

Cast me not off, and forsake me not, God of my salvation. 

V. H. The Psalmist repeats the divioo command, Skek ye jiy face, in 
order to profess his obedience to it, — Tliy face will I seek. 
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^•^ When my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

Then Jehovah will receive me. 
^' Teach me thy way, O Jehovah ; 

Lead me in a plain path, because of my enemies. 
^^ Grive me not up to the will of my foes ; 

For false witnesses have risen up against me, 

And such as breathe out violence. 
^^ Had I not believed that I should see the goodness of 
Jehovah, 

In the land of the living ! 
" Wait on Jehovah; 

Be of good courage, and let thy heart be strong, 

And wait on Jehovah. 



PSALM XXVIIL 

[A Psalm] of David. 

^ Unto thee, Jehovah, will I call. 

My rock, be not deal' to me ; 

Lest thou be silent to me. 

And I become like them that go down to the pit. 
^ Hear the voice of my supplications when I cry to thee for 
help. 

When I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle. 
^ Draw me not away with the wicked, 

And with workers o!' iniquity ; 

T. 13. Had I not believed.] What would liavo followed auch unbelief 
is more effectively implied by silence than expressed in words. The sen- 
tence is left incomplete by a common and very beautiful figure of speech 
(technically called apomopesie), of which there are many examples in the 
Old and New Testaments. See Ex. 32 : 32, in the common English ver- 
sion : " Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I pray 
thee, out of thy book which thou haat written." 

For other examples, see Ps. 95 : 8 ; and in the New Testament, Acts 
23 : 9, properly, If a spirit or an angel spoke to him — (revised version, 
according to the true test). 

3i 
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Who speak peace with their neighbors, 
And mischief is in their heart. 

* Give them according to their doing, 
And according to the evil of their deeds. 

Give them according to the work of their hands ; 
Render to them their desert. 

* Because they regard not the works of Jehovah, 
Nor the labor of his hands, 

He will destroy them, and not build them up. 
•^ Blessed be Jehovah, 

Because he has heard the voice of my supplications, 
"^ Jehovah is my strength and my shield ; 

In him my heart trusted, and I was helped, 

And my heart shall triumph, and with my song w 
praise him. 
^ Jehovah is strength to them ; 

And a stronghold of salvation is he to his anointed. 
^ Save thy people, 

And bless thy heritage, 

And feed them, and bear them up forever ! 



PSALM XXIX. 
A Psalm of Dayid. 
1 Give to Jehovah, ye sons of God, 

Give to Jehovah glory and strength. 
^ Give to Jehovah the glory of his name ; 

Worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness. 
^ The voice of Jehovah is on the waters ; 

The God of glory thunders ; 

Jehovah is on the great waters. 
* The voice of Jehovah is mighty ; 

The voice of Jehovah is full of n 



V, 1, Give] Recognize as his ; ascribe to Mm. 
8!) ; 6, Job 1 : 6. 
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' The voice of Jeliovah breaks the cedars ; 
And Jehovah breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

* And he makes them skip like a calf, 

Lebanon and Sirion like the young of the wild ox. 
' The voice of Jehovah cleaves out flames of fire. 

* The voice of Jehovah shakes the wilderness ; 
Jehovah shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

^ The voice of Jehovah makes the hinds bring forth, 

And lays hare the forests ; 

And in his palace, they all say, Glory ! 
^° Jehovah sat [in judgment] at the flood ; 

And Jehovah sits a king forever. 
11 Jehovah will give strength to his people ; 

Jehovah will bless his people with peace. 



PSALM XXX. 

A Psalm, — a son^ for the Dedication of the House, — of David. 

1 I WILL extol thee, Jehovah, for thou hast delivered mo, 
And hast not made my enemies rejoice over me. 

^ Jehovah, my God, 
I cried to thee for help, and thou didst heal me. 

V. 6. Sirion.] The Sidonian name for Mount Hermon. 

V. 1. Cleaves out flames of fire.] The forked lightning, 

V. 9. Eia palace.] The universe ; the whole realm of nature, from 
■which these illuBtrationa of his power and majesty are drawn. 

They all say,] In all his works there is a voice proclaimiog, Glory ! 
The common English version, "in his temple doth every one speak of hig 
glory," ia a mistranslation, in which the sense and spirit of the original are 
lost. 

Palace.] So the Hebrew word is properly translated, in Ps. 45 : 8, 15, 
144 : 12 ; Prov. 30 : 28 ; Is. 13 : 22, 39 : 7, and elsewhere. 

Pa, XXX. The occasion of the paalm is, most probably, referred to in 
1 Chron. 22 : 1-5, the site of the future temple having then been dedi- 
cated as "tlie house of Jehovah God" (v, 1). The tone of sentiment is 
explained by the account given in tho preceding chapter. 
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^ Jehovah, thou hast brought up my soul from the under- 
world ; 
Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to 
the pit. 
* Sing praise to Jehovah, ye his saints, 

And give praise to his holy memorial. 
^ For hia anger is for a moment ; in his favor is life ; 
Weeping may endure for a night, but in the morning there 
is joy ! 
''' And as for me, in my prosperity I said, 

I shall never be moved. 
^ Jehovah, by thy favor thou madest my mountain stand 
strong ; 
Tbou didsfc hide thy face, — I was troubled. 
^ To thee, Jehovah, I call ; 

And to Jehovah I make supplication. 
^ What profit is there in my blood, 
When I go down to the pit? 

Will dust praise thee? Will it declare thy truth? 
^^ Hear, Jehovah, and be gracious to me ; 

Jehovah, be thou my helper ! 
" Thou hast turned for mo my mourning into dancing. 
Thou hast loosed my sackcloth, and girded me with 



^^ In order that [my] glory may sing praise to thee, and not 
be silent. 
Jehovah, my God, I will give thanks to thee forever. 



v. 3. Thou hast brought up,] This is explained by the correeponding 
member, " thou hast kept mo alive ;" referring to the deliverance recorded 
in 2 Sam. ch. xxiv., and 1 Chron. ch. sxi. 

V, i. His holy memorial.] His sacred memorial name, Jehovah. Sec 
Ex. 3 r 16, "this is my name forever, and this is my memorial [memorial 
name] to all generationg." Compare Hosea 13:5, "Jehovah is his memo- 
rial ;" his memorial name, signifying -what he is in his own nature, and 
^ it to mind. 



V. 13. My glory.] My nobler, spiritual nature. Compare the remark 
1 Ps. 16 : 9. 
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PSALM XXXI. 

To the chiof Musician. A Paalin of David. 

^ In thee, Jehovah, have I trusted, 

Let me never be ashamed ; 

Deliver me in thy righteousness. 
' Incline to me thine ear, rescue me speedily. 

Be thou to me for a rock of defense, 

For a house of refuge, to save me. 
^ For my rock and my fortress art thou ; 

And for thy name's sake thou wilt guide me and lead mo. 
* Thou wilt bring me out from the net which they hid for me ; 

For thou art my defense. 
^ Into thy hand I commit my spirit ; 

Thou hast redeemed me, Jehovah, God of truth ! 
''' 1 have hated them that regard lying vanities ; 

But I, in Jehovah do I trust. 
^ I will exult and rejoice in thy kindness ; 

For thon hast seen my affliction, 

Hast known the troubles of my soul ; 
^ And hast not shut me np in the hand of an enemy. 

Hast set mj feet in a large place. 
^ Be gracious to me, Jehovah, for I am in trouble ; 

Wasted is my eye with grief, my soul, and my bowels. 
^" For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with 
sighing ; 

My strength fails because of mj iniquity, and my bones 
are wasted. 
" Because of all my adversaries I am become a reproach. 

And to ray neighbors exceedingly, and a dread to my 
acquaintance. 

Pe. xxxi. Of tile same period, apparently, as Psa. vii. and. xi. 

V. 6. VanitiesJ So idols are called in Dent. 32 : 21, as being "no 
gods" ("nothing in tbe world," 1 Cor. 8 ; 4). Tbey are here called lying; 
vanities, in distinction from the ' God of truth" (v, 5), as being false pre- 
tenders, deceiving those who trust in tliera. 
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When they saw me in the street they fled from me. 
'^ I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind ; 

I am become like a broken vessel. 
^^ For I heard the slander of many ; 

Terror was on every side, while they consulted together 

against me ; 
They plotted to take away my life. 
" But I, in thee did I trust, Jehovah ; 

I said : Thou art my God. 
'" My times are in thy hand ; 

Rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my 
persecutors. 
^^ Cause thy face to shine upon thy servant ; 

In thy mercy save me. 
^^ Jehovah, let me not be ashamed, for I have called upon 
thee ; 
Let the wicked be ashamed, be put to silence in the 
underworld. 
^^ Let lying lips be struck dumb, 

That speak rudely against the righteous. 
In pride and scorn. 
'^ How great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for 
them that fear thee. 
Hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons 
of men ! 
^^ Thou wilt hide them in the covert of thy presence from 
the snares of man ; 
Thou wilt secrete them in a pavilion from the strife of 
tongues. 
'^ Blessed be Jehovah ; 

For he has shown me his marvelous kindness [as] in a 
strong city. 
^^ And yet I said, in my alarm, 

I am cut oif from before thine eyes. 
But thou didst hear the voice of my supplications, 
When I cried to thee for help. 
'^ Ifove Jehovah, all ye his saints. 
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Jehovah preserves the faithful, 
And abundantly requites him that acts proudly. 
' Be of good courage, and let your heart be strong, 
All ye that hope in Jehovah. 



PSALM XXXII. 

Didactic [Psalm] of David. 

1 Happy he, whose transgression is forgiven, ' 

covered. 
^ Happy the man, 

To whom Jehovah imputes not iniquity. 

And in whose spirit there is no guile. 

* When I kept silence, my bones wasted away. 
Through my groaning all the day long. 

* For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me ; 

My moisture is turned into the droughts of summer. {Pause.) 
^ I will make known to thee my sin, and my iniquity I have 
not covered. 

I said, I wUl confess my transgressions to Jehovah ; 

And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
^ For this let every godly one pray to thee. 

In a time when thou mayst he found. 

Surely, iu floods of great waters, 

They will not come near him. 
' Thou art a hiding-place for me ; thou wilt preserve me 
from trouble ; 

Thou wilt surround me with songs of deliverance. (Pause.) 
8 I will instruct thee, and will direct thee in the way that 
thou shouldst go ; 

I will give counsel, with mine eye upon thee. 

V, 8. Witli mine eye upon thee.] Not only guiding, but watching 
over thee. 
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^ Be not as the horse, as the mule, without understanding ; 

With bit and bridle his mouth is to be curbed, 

Lest he come near to thee. 
^° Many sorrows are to the wicked ; 

But he that trusts in Jehovah, mercy will encompass him. 
^^ Rejoice in Jehovah, and exult ye righteous ; 

And shout for joy, all ye upright in heart. 



PSALM XXXIIL 

' Rejoice in Jehovah, ye righteous ; 

Praise ia becoming to the upright. 
^ Give praise to Jehovah witli the harp ; 

With a ten-stringed lute sing praise to him. 
^ Sing to him a new song ; 

Play skillfully with joyful sound. 
* For the word of Jehovah is right ; 

And all his work is in faithfulness. 
^ He loves righteousness and judgment ; 

The earth is full of the kindness of Jehovah. 
^ By the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, 

And all their host by the breath of his mouth. 
^ He gathered the sea as a heap ; 

He laid up the depths in storehouses. 

V. 9. The objection to the common rendering of the second and third 
members, that this language ia more appropriate to a wild beast than to the 
horse or mule, is not valid. The writer speaks of a heedless, unreasoning 
brute, whose motions, in order to be harmless to others, must be controlled 
by a superior inttslligence. 

V. 10, 2d member. Or, he will eocompase him with mercy. 

Ps. xxsiii. The position of the psalm in the first book, and its general 
tone and manner, indicate the royal Psalmist as the writer. 

W. 6, T, are examples of numerous allusions to the earlier teachings 
of the book of Genesis, assumed to be familiar to the reader as the ground- 
work of ail subsequent religious instruction. Such references should be 
carefully noted, as showing the relation of that book to subsequent revela- 
tions, and its place in the Divine Canon. 
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* Let them be afraid of Jehovah, all tlie earth ; 

Let them stand in awe of him, all the inhabitants of the 
world, 

* For HE said it, and it was done ; 
HE commanded, and it stood fast. 

1^ Jehovah brought the counsels of the nations to naught ; 

He frustrated the devices of the peoples. 
^' The counsel of Jehovah shall stand forever ; 

The devices of his heart to all generations. 
1^ Happy the nation, whose Gfod is Jehovah, 

The people ho has chosen as a heritage for him ! 
'^ Jehovah looks from heaven ; 

He sees all the sons of man ; 
1* From the place of his habitation lie looks. 

On all the inhabitants of the earth ; 
^* He that fashioned all their hearts, 

That considers all their works, 
i'^ The king is not saved by the multitude of a host ; 

A. mighty man is not rescued by groat strength. 
^^ The horse is a vain thing for safety, 

And he will not deliver by his great strength. 
^^ Behold the eye of Jehovah is on them that fear him. 

On them that hope in his mercy ; 
1^ To rescue their soul from death, 

And to keep them alive in famine. 
^^ Our soul has waited for Jehovah ; 

He is our help and our shield. 
■^1 For in him shall our heart rejoice ; 

For we have trusted in his holy name. 
^^ Lot thy mercy, Jehovah, bo upon us, 

According as we have hoped in thee. 

V. 9. It will be ob&ervcil, tliat tlie empbaais is nut on the act {" said," 
common version " spake"), hut on its subject, HE. The Psalmist calls on 
all men to fear Jehovah, and stand in awe of him ; for HE it was who 
" said it, and it was done !" 

v. n. The horse] The war-horse is meant, as ia shown by the definite 
article. Compare Ps. 20 : 1. 
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PSALM XXXIV. 

[A Psalm] of David, when he disguised his reason before Abimelecli ; and 
lie drove him away, and he departed, 

1 I WILL bless Jehovah at all times ; 
His praise shall ever be in my moutii. 

* My soul shall make her boast in Jehovah ; 
The humble will hear, and will be glad. 

^ Magnify Jehovah with me, 
And let us exalt his name together. 

* I sought Jehovah, and he answered me, 
And from all my fears ho delivered me, 

^ They looked to him, and brightened ; 
And let not their faces blush, 

* This sufferer called, and Jehovah heard. 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 

' The angel of Jehovah encamps around them that fear him, 

And delivers them. 
^ Taste and see that Jehovah is good ; 

Happy the man that trusts in him ! 
^ Pear Jehovah, ye his saints ; 

For there is no want to them that fear him. 
'" Young lions lack, and suffer hunger ; 

But they tliat seek Jehovah shall want no good. 
'^ Come, ye sons, hearken to me ; 

I will teach you the fear of Jehovah. 
^^ Who is the man that desires life. 
That loves days, that he may see good? 

Ps. xxxiv. (title.) When he disguised.] This denotes the occsision of 
the psalm, written in after-life, and with reference to that occurrence. See 
1 Sam. 21 : 13. Abimelech was the regal title of the king, whose personal 
name was Achish. 

This is an alphabetic psalm, the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, in their 
regnlar order, being the initial letters of the successive couplets. This was 
doubtless intended to aid the memory ; and it accounts for the peculiar 
compositiou of the psalm. 

43 
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Keep thy tongue from evil, 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil, and do good ; 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

The eyea of Jehovah are toward the righteous, 

And his ears to their cry for help. 
^ The face of Jehovah is against them that do evil, 

To cut off their memory from the earth. 
They cried, and Jehovah heard, 

And rescued them out of all their troubles. 
Jehovah is near to the broken in heart ; 

And he will save such as are contrite in spirit. 
Many are the evils of the righteous ; 

But Jehovah will deliver him out of them all. 
^^ He keeps g,!! his bones ; 

Not one of them is broken. 
^' Evil will slay the wicked ; 

And they that hate the righteous shall be held guilty. 
^^ Jehovah redeems the soul of his servants, 

And none shall be held guilty that trust in him. 



PSALH XXXV. 

[A Pealm] of David. 

1 Strive, Jehovah, with them that strive with me ; 

Fight against them that fight against me. 
' Lay hold of shield and buckler, 

And stand up for my help. 
» And draw out the spear and shut up against my pursuers ; 

Say to my soul : I am thy salvation. 
1 Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek 
for my soul ; 

Let them be turned back and put to confusion that devise 
my harm. 
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^ Let them be as chaff before the wind, 

And the angcl of Jehovah thrust them down. 
^ Let their way be dark and sHppery, 

And the angel of Jehovah chase them. 
' For without cause they hid for me their pit-fall ; 

Without cause they digged it for my soul. 
^ Let destruction come upon him unawares, 

And his net which he hid, let it take him ; 

With destruction let him fall therein. 
^ And my soul shah exult in. Jehovah, 

Shall rejoice in his salvation. 
" All my bones shall say : 

Jehovah, who is like thee, 

Rescuing the sufferer from one stronger than he, 

The sufferer and the needy from his spoiler? 
" Cruel witnesses rise up against me ; 

What- 1 am not conscious of they ask of me. 
'^ They requite me evil for good ; 

Porsaken is my soul ! 
^^ But as for me, in their sickness my clothing was sackcloth ; 

I humbled my soul with fasting ; 

And my prayer will return into my bosom. 
1* I behaved as if [it were] a friend, a brother to me ; 

I bowed down gloomily, as one that mourns for a mother. 
" But at my halting they rejoiced, and were gathered 
together ; 

The abject were gathered against me, and I knew it not ; 

They did tear, and ceased not. 
i« Among hypocritical mockers for bread, 

They gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

y 11. What I am not conecioua oil Offenses of which I have no 
knowledge. 

They ask of me.] Interrogating, with the malicious purpose of en- 
trapping me. Compare the similar case in Luke 11 : 53, 5i. 

V. 15. Halting ; from lameness, as one about to fall. "Were gathered 
together ; to triumph in his aiBiction. 

V. 16. Mockers for bread.] Such as gain their bread, at the tables 
of the rich, by theh- talent for jesting and mimicry. 
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PSALMS. 

^"^ Lord, how long wilt thou look on ? 
Restore my soul from their destructions, 
My life from the young lions. 
18 1 will give thee thanks in the great congregation ; 

la the multitude of people I will praise ihee. 
1* Let not them that are wrongfully my enemies rejoice 
over me, 
Nor let them wink with the eye that hate me without cause. 
™ For they speak not peace ; 

And against the quiet ones of Ihe land, 
They devise words of deceit. 
^^ And they open wide their mouth against me ; 
They have said t Aha ! Aha ! 
Our eye has seen it. 
*^ Thou hast seen it, Jehovah ; he not silent. 

Lord, be not far from me. 
^3 Arouse thee, and awake for my right, 
For my cause, my God, and my Lord. 
^* Judge me according to thy righteousness, Jehovah, my God, 

And let them not rejoice over me. 
-^ Let them not say in their heart : Aha ! Our desire ! 

Let them not say : We have swallowed him up. 
=s Let them be ashamed and put to confusion together, 
That rejoice in my harm. 

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor. 
They that act proudly against mc. 
" Let those shout for joy and be glad that favor my just 
cause ; 
And let them ever say : Jehovah he magnified, 
Who delights in the welfare of his servant. 
=s And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness, 
Of thy praise all the day long. 

W. IT, 22, 23. Lord.] The word so rendered (not Jehovah, for 
which Lord is often substituted in the common version) has here the form 
denoting the Supreme Being, 

V, 21. His servant.] The Psalmist speaks in this character. See t!ie 
note on Ps. 18 : 50. 
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PSALM XXXVI. 

To the chief Musician . [A Psalm] of the servant of Jehovah, of Davii 

^ The transgression of the wieked says within my heart, 

There Is no fear of God before his eyes. 
^ For he flatters himself in his own eyes, 

Till his iniquity be found out, to be hated. 
^ The words of his mouth are falsehood and deceit ; 

He has ceased to do wisely, to do well. 
* He devises mischief upon his bed ; 

He takes his stand upon a way that is not good ; 

He abhors not evil, 
^ Jehovah, thy mercy is in the heavens, 

And thy faithfulness unto the clouds. 
^ Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God ; 

Thy judgments are a great deep ; 

Man and beast thou dost save, Jehovah. 
"^ How precious is thy lovhig-kindness, God ; 

And the sons of man may trust in the shadow of thy wings. 
^ They shall be fully satisfied with the abundance of tby 
house ; 

And thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures. 

v. 1. Says withia my heart.] In my heart's interpretation of if. Hia 
transgression means, in the beiiever's just apprehension, that he has no 
fear of a God ; a practical atheism. 

Some Hebraists, fullowing a different reading of the Hebrew text (hia 
heart), translate: "The sinner has an oracle of wickedness within his 
heart ;" meaning, the inspiration, or promptings, of a wicked heart. But 
everywhere else, tlie word rendered " wickedness" means transgression, or 
trespass, in act, not depravity or wickedness as an inward principle ; and 
the strongest objection to the common rendering seems to be set aside by 
the above intei-pretation of it. 

V. 2. Till his iniquity be found out.] Compare Gen, 44 : Ifi, " God 
has found out the iniquity of thy servants." 

V. 6. Like the mountains of God.] Like his own moimtains, vast and 
iQcomprehensiblc as these, the grandest of his works. 
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PSALMS. 

' For with thee is the fountain of life ; 

In thy light shall we see light. 
1* Continue thy loving-kindness to them that know thee, 

And thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 
II Let not the foot of pride come against me, 

And let not the hand of the wicked drive me away, 
1^ There are the workers of iniquity fallen ; 

They are thrust down, and will not be able to rise. 



PSALM XXXVII. 

[A Psalm] of David. 

I Fret not thyself at evil-doers ; 

Be not envious at workers of iniquity. 
^ For they shall soon be cut down like the grass. 

And wither as the green herb. 
' Trust in Jehovah and do good ; 

Dwell in the land, and feed securely. 
* And delight thyself in Jehovah ; 

And he will give thee the desires of thy heart. 
^ Commit thy way to Jehovah ; 

And trust in him, and he will do it. 
« And he will bring out thy righteousness as the light, 

And thy right as the noonday. 
^ Be silent before Jehovah, and wait for him ; 

Fret not thyself at one that prospers in his way, 

At the man who brings evil devices to pass. 
** Cease from anger, and forsake wrath ; 

Fret not thyself, [it is] only to do evil. 

Pb, xxxvii. The psalm is written in alphabetic stanzas, neiirly all of 
fonr lines each ; tho letters of the Hebreiy alphabet, in regular order, being 
the initial letters of the successive stanzas. The psalm consists of 
disconnected aphorisms, which the alphabetic arrangement assisted in 
remembering. 

V. 3, 2d member. Or, and feed on truth. 
48 
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PSALMS. 

' For evil-doers sliall be cut off ; 

And those who wait on Jehovah, they shall inherit the land. 
' For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be ; 
And thou shalt attentively consider his place, and it shall 
not be. 
1 But the humble shall inherit the land, 
And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

The wicked plots against the righteous, 
And gnashes upon him with his teeth. 
The Lord will laugh at him ; 
For he sees that his day is coining. 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, 
And they have bent their bow, 
To east down the humble and needy. 
To slay such as arc of upright conduct. 
■^ Their sword shall eater into their own heart, 
And their bows shall be broken. 

Better is a httle that the righteous man has,- 
Than the abundance of many wicked. 
For the arms of the wicked shall be broken ; 
But Jehovah upholds the righteous. 

Jehovah knows the days of the upright. 
And their heritage shall be forever. 
They shall not be ashamed in an evil time ; 
And in days of famine they shall be satisfied. 
^" For the wicked shall perish; 

And the enemies of Jehovah are as the beauty of the 

pastures ; 
They consume, in smoke they consume away. 
" The wicked borrows, and pays not ; 

But the righteous shows favor, and gives. 
^^ For they that are blessed of him shall inherit the land ;■ 
And they that are cursed of him shall be cut off. 



V. 20. Beauty of the pastures.] The green grass, with which th<> 
pastures are clothed and adorned ; a common image of short-lived pros- 
perity and perishablencES. Compare, for example, James 1 ■ 10 11 ■ Pes 
n : 1, and 103 : 15. ' ' ■ 
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^* A man's steps are ordered by Jehovah, 

And he delights in his way. 
2* For though he fall, he shall not be cast down ; 

For Jehovah upholds his hand. 
^^ I have been young, and have also become old ; 

And I have not seen the righteous forsaken, 

Nor his seed begging bread. 
^*^ All the day he shows favor, and lends ; 

And his seed are for a blessing. 
^'^ Depart from evil, and do good, 

And abide for evermore. 
^^ For Jehovah loves judgment, 

And he will not forsake his saints. 
They are preserved forever ; 

But the seed of the wicked is cut otf. 
^^ The righteous shall inherit the land. 

And shall dwell forever upon it. 
3<* The mouth of the righteous will utter wisdom, 

And his tongue will speak what is right. 
^^ The law of God is in his heart ; 

His steps shall not waver. 
32 The wicked watches for the righteous, 

And seeks to slay him. 
2^ Jehovah will not leave him in his hand. 

And will not condemn him when he is judged. 

VV. 23, 24. A general proposition, commending a hopeful trust in 
Jehovah, on the ground that all a man's ways are ordered by him, and 
lience nothiDg really adverse can befall one who ia in accord witli liim. 

Delights in his way.] Takes delight in the course which he has him- 
self marked out, and will therefore carry to completion. 

The first member may be rendered : 

By JehoTah are a man's steps established. 

V. 36. For a blessing.] To themselvea and others ; enjoying and 
imparting good. 

V. 27. Abide for evermore.] As in v. 39. 

V. 28. Loves judgment,] The execution of justice, the maintenance 
of right. 

v. 29. Dwell forever.] Not individually, but in their generations. 
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PSALMS. 

^* Wait on Jehovah, and keep his way, 

And he will exalfc thee, to inherit the land ; 

When the wicked are cut off, thou shalfc see it. 
^^ I saw a wicked man in great power, 

And spreading himself, like a tree flourishing in its native soil. 
^^ And one passed hy, and behold, he was not ; 

And I sought him, and he could not be found. 
^^ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; 

Tor there is a future to the man of peace. 
^^ But transgressors are destroyed together ; 

The future of the wicked is cut off. 
^^ And the salvation of the righteous is of Jehovah, 

Their stronghold in time of trouble. 
*" And Jehovah has helped them and delivered them. 

He will deliver them from the wicked, and will save them, 

Por they have trusted in him. 



PSALM XXXYIII. 

A Psalm of David. To bring to remembrance. 
^ jEHOVAn, do not in thy wrath rebuke me, 

And do not in thy hot displeasure correct me. 
^ For thine arrows are sunk mto me. 

And thy hand has come down upon me. 
^ There is no soundness in my flesh, because of thine anger ; 

There is no health in my_ bones, because of my sin. 

* Por my iniquities are gone over my head ; 

As a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 
^ My stripes are putrid, and running, 
Because of my foolishness. 

* I writhe, I am greatly bowed down ; 
I go mourning all the day long. 

V. 37. There ia a future.] Something that remains after him, in his 
posterity, in his children and his children's children. Compare tv, 2t, 29. 
On the contrary, "transgressors arc destroyed together," they and all that 
pertain to them. 
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^ For my loins are filled with burning ; 

And there is no soundness in my flesh, 
^ I am benumbed and bruised exceedingly ; 

I cry out from the disquietude of my heart. 
» Lord, all my desire is before thee, 

And my sighing is not hidden from thee. 
1" My heart flutters, my strength fails me ; 

And the light of my eyes, — they also are gone from me. 
" My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my stroke, 

And my neighbors stand afar off. 
=2 And they that seek for my soul lay snares, 

And they that search for my harm speak mischievous things, 
Aod they devise deceits all the day long. 
■" But 1, as a deaf man, hear not ; 

And as a dumb man opens not his mouth. 
" And I am as a man that hears not, 
And in his mouth are no reproofs. 
1^ For for thee, Jehovah', do I wait ; 

Thou wilt answer, Lord, my God. 
'« For I said : Lost they shall rejoice over me, 

Act proudly against me when my foot wavers. 
" For as for me, I am ready to halt, 

And my sorrow is continually before me. 
IB For I will declare my iniquity, 

Will be anxious for my sin. 
18 But my deadly enemies are strong. 

And many are they that hate -me without cause, 

20 And that requite me evil for good ; 

They oppose me in return for my seeking good. 

21 Forsake me not, Jehovah ; 
My God, be not far from me. 

32 Hasten to my help, 
Lord, my salvation. 



V. 20. Seeking good.] Namely, their good, as the connection seems 
to reqiiire. Perhaps more generally, that which is right and good, the 
pursuit of which provokes tiieir ojiposition. 
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PSALM XXXIX. 

To the chief Musician, to Jcdutliuii. A Psalm of David. 

^ I SAID : I will take heed to my ways, 

That I sin not with my tongue. 

I will keep a muzzle to my mouth, 

While the wicked is before me. 
^ I was dumb with silence ; 

I held my peace [even] from good, 

And my sorrow was stirred. 

* My heart was hot within me. 
While I muse, the fire kindles ; 
I spoke with my tongue : 

* Make me know, Jehovah, my end, 
And the measure of my days, what it is ; 
Let me know how frail I am ! 

^ Behold, thou hast made my days as handbreadths, 
And my fleeting life is as nothing before thee. 
Surely, a mere breath is every man in his best estate. (Paiise.) 

* Surely, every man walks in a vain show ; 
Surely, they are disquieted in vain ; 

He heaps up treasures, and knows not who will gather 
them. 
' And now. Lord, what wait I for ? 

My hope, it is in thee. 
8 Deliver me from all my transgressions ; 

Do not make me the reproach of fools. 
^ I was dumb, I will not open my mouth, 

Because thou didst it. 

Ps. xsxix. (title.) Jeduthun was one of the tiirce leaders of tbe t«mple 
music appointed by David (1 Chron. 25 : 1-1). 

V, 2, 2d member, I reii-ained from utterance, altogether ; even ft'om 
that which is good, and might properly be spoken. 

V. 6. A vain show.] A mere image, or likeness, unsubstantial and 
unreal. 

V. 6, 2d member. Or, Surely, for a breath arc they d 
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^° Remove thy stroke away from me ; 

I am consumed by the strife of thy hand. 
^1 With rebukes for iniquity thou dost correct man, 

And waste as the moth what he dehghts in ; 

Surely, every man is vanity. (Pause.) 
'^ Hear my prayer, O Jehovah, 

And give ear to my cry for help ; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears. 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

A sojourner, like all my fathers. 
1* Look away from me, and let me cheer up, 

Before I go hence, and be no more. 



PSALM XL. 
To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 

^ I WAITED patiently for Jehovah, 

And he inclined to me and heard my cry for help. 
* And he brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay. 

And set my feet upon a rock ; he made my steps firm. 
3 And he put in my mouth a new song, 

Praise to our God. 

Many will see, and fear, 

And will trust in Jehovah. 

V, 10. Strife of thy hand.] Conceived (aa often elsewhere) as a con- 
troverBy, on the part of God, with the subject of the infliction. Compare 
HoBoa4 : 1-3, 12 : 2. 

V. 11. Eebakes for iniquity.] Not causeleea and wanton strokes, but 
given for just cause, and for a desirable end. 

V. 11. Or, Surely, every man is a breath. 

V. 13. Look away from me.] Turn from me thy threatening look of 
diaplcasure. 

V 3, Fear.] A religious awe, inspired by true faith, 
&4 
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PSALMS. 

* Happy the man, 

Who has made Jehovah his trust, 

And has not turned unto the proud and such as swerve to 
falsehood. 
^ Many things hast thou done, Jehovah, my God ; 

Thy wonders, and thy thoughts toward us, 

They can not be reckoned up in order unto thee. 

I would declare and speak them, — 

They are more than can be numbered. 
^ Sacrifice and offering thou hast not desired ; 

My ears hast thou opened ; 

Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou hast not required. 
' Then said I : Lo, I come ; 

In the volume of the book it is written of me ; 

* I delight to do thy will, my God, 
And thy law is within my heart. 

" I preached glad tidings of righteousness in the great con- 
gregation ; 
Lo, my lips I do not restrain, 
Jehovah, thou knowest. 
10 'fby righteousness I have not hid within my heart, 
Thy faithfulness and thy salvation I have declared ; 
I have not concealed thy loving-kindness and thy truth 
from the great congregation, 
" Thou, Jehovah, 

Wilt not withhold thy compassions from me ; 
Thy loving-kindness and thy truth will ever preserve me. 
12 For evils have gathered upon me, till they are without 
number ; 
My iniquities have overtaken me, and I can not behold 
them ! 

V. 4. Turned unto,] For counsel or help. — Swerved to falsehood.] 
From the ways of truth to falsehood and error. 

V. 6, 3d member. Or, Nothing can be compared to thee, 

V. 6. Or, My ears haet thou bored. 

V. 12. I can not behold them.] Meaning, I can not bear the sight. 
In thia sense the same words are used m Esther 8 ; 6 (as rendered in the 
55 
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PSALMS. 

They are more than the hairs of my head, 

And my heart fails me. 
■■* Be pleased, O Jehovah, to rescue me ; 

Jehovah, hasten to my help. 
'^ Let them be ashamed and confounded together. 

That seek after my soul to destroy it. 

Let them be turned backward and put to shame. 

That delight in my harm. 
"* Let them be desolate because of their shame, 

They that say to me, Aha ! Aha ! 
^* Let all that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee ; 

Let those say always, Jehovah be magnified, 

Who love thy salvation. 
^'' But I am afflicted and needy, and the Lord will think 
upon me ; 

Thou art my help and my deliverer. 

My God, do not delay ! 



. PSALM XLL 

To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 
^ Hafpy he that considers the poor! 
In the day of evil Jehovah will deliver hira. 

cominoa English version), "how can I endure to see tiie evil ;" more liter- 
ally, "how can I behold the evil." 

Some understand the words to moan, " I can not see them all," they 
are more than can be seen ; an unwarranted addition to tho text, and with- 
out much point in the connection. Others translate, " my iniquities have 
overtaken mo, and I am not able to see," through dimness of sight arising 
from great distress and consequent weakness ; an unusual, and far from 
obvious, effect of conscious guilt. According to others, " I can not see" 
means, I can not sec out, am so beset on every side that I have no outlook ; 
another unusual effect of a consciousness of numerous sins. 

These differences of opinion, and others that might be cited, show that 
the bearing of tho expression, so simple in itself, is not without difBcuIty. 
The passage I have quoted from Esther 8 ; 6 seems to me to suggest the 
ti-ue meaning ; being the natural effect in one awakened to a 
of sins, which he can not bear to look upon. 
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PSAiMS. 

^ Jehovali will keep him and preserve him alive ; 

He shall be prospered in the land, 

And thou wilt not give him up to the will of his enemies, 
s Jehovah will strengthen him on the couch of languishing ; 

Thou wilfc make all his bed in his sickness. 

* As for me, I said : Jehovah, be gracious to me ; 
Heal my soul, for I have sinned against thee. 

* ily enemies say evil of me : 

When will he die, and his name perish? 
" And if he come to see, he speaks falsehood ; 

In his heart he gathers up to himself mischief. 

He goes forth, he tells it abroad. 
' Together they whisper against me, all they that hate me ; 

Against me they devise my harm. 
^ Some fevil thing [they say] cleaves fast to him ; 

And where he lies he shall rise up no more. 
^ Yea, my familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 

Who ate my bread, lifted the heel against me. 
1" And thou, Jehovah, be gracious to me and raise me up, 

That I may requite them. 
" By this I know' that thou delightest in me. 

Because my enemy shall not triumph over mc. 
" And as for me, in my integrity thou hast upheld me, 

And hiist set me before thy face forever. 

Blessed be Jehovah, God of Israel, 

pkom everlasting, and to everlasting. 

Amen and Amen. 



./Google 



SECOND BOOK. 



PSALMS XLII., XLIII. 

To the Chief Musician, Didactic [Psalm] of tho Sous of Korah, 

As the hart pants after the water-brooks, 
So does my soul pant for thee, God. 

■ My soul thirsts for God, for the living God ; 
When shall I come, and appear before God ! 

■ My tears have become my food day and night, 
While they continually say to me, Where is thy God? 

These things will I call to mind, 
And pour out my heart within me, 
When I shall pass along in the thick crowd, 
Shall move onward with them to the house of God, 
With the voice of joy and praise, a festive throng. 

Why art thou bowed down, my soul, 
And art disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him, 
Tho help of my countenance, and my God. 



Pea, slii. and xliii. are properly one Pealm, as in many Hebrew rnanu- 
Bcrjpts. The Psalm is in the atrophic form (Introduction, § 8, 4), divided 
into three nearly equal parts by the refrain in Ps. i2 : 5, 11, Pa. 43 : 5. 
For the occasion of tho Psalm, see the remarks on Ps, iii. 

Title : Of tho Sons of Korah.] See the Introduction, § 4, third paragraph. 

V. 3. They] Whether adversaries, or desponding friends, as m Ps, 3 : 3, 
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PSAIiMS. 

^ My soul is bowed down within me ; 

Therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 

And of the Hermons, from the mount Mizar. 
^ Deep calls to deep, at the noise of thy water-falls ; 

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me, 
^ By day will Jehovah command his loving-kindness. 

And by night shall his song be with me, 

A prayer to the God of my life. 
' I will say to God my rock : Why hast thou forgotten me ? 

Why do I go mourning for the oppression of the enemy ? 
^'^ As with a crushing in my bones my enemies reproach me, 

While they continually say to me : Where is thy God? 
^^ Why art thou bowed down, my soul, 

And why art thou disquieted within me ? 

Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him. 

The help of my countenance, and my God. 
' Judge me, God, and plead my cause ; 

From an ungodly nation, 

From the deceitful and unjust man, thou wilt deliver me. 
^ Tor thou art the God of my strength ; 

Why hast thou cast me off? 

Why do I go mourning for the oppression of the enemy ? 

* Send out thy light and thy truth ; 
They shall guide me ; 

They shall bring me to thy holy mount, 
And to thy tabernacles. 

* And I shall come to the altar of God, 
To God, my exceeding joy ; 

And I will praise thee upon the harp, God, my God. 
^ Why art thou bowed down, my soul. 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him. 
The help of my countenance and my God. 



V. 6. The Hermons.] The three summifs of Mt. Hormon 
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PSALM XLIV. 

To the Chief Musician. Didactic [Pstilm] of the Sons of Koraii. 

^ God, we have heard with our ears, 
Our fathers have told us, 
The work thou didst work in their days, 
In the days of old. 

* Thou with thy hand didst dispossess the heathen, and them 

thou plantedst ; 

Didst crush peoples, and them thou didst extend. 
^ For not by their sword did they possess the land, 

And their arm did not save them ; 

But thy right hand, and thy arm, and the light of thy coun- 
tenance, 

Because thou didst favor them. 

* Thou art he, my king, God ; 
Command deUverances for Jacob. 

^ Through thee shall we push down our foes ; 
Through thy name shall we tread them under that rise up 
against us. 

* For I will not trust in my bow ; 
And my sword will not save me. 

"^ For thon hast saved us from our foes. 

And them that hate us thou hast put to shame. 
^ In God will we glory all the day, 

And thy name forever will we praise. (Pauas.) 
^ Tet thou didst east us off, and put us to shame ; 

And thou goest not forth with our armies, 
^^ Thou makest us turn back from the foe, 

And they that hate us spoil for themselves. 
^' Thou givest us as sheep for food, 

And scatterest us among the heathen. 
^^ Thou sellest thy people for naught, 

And hast not increased by their price. 
1* Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbors, 
A scorn and a derision to them that are about us. 
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^* Thou makest ua a by-word among the heathen, 

A shaking of the head among the peoples. 
'^ All the day my disgi-ace is before me, 

And the shame of iny face covers me ; 
^'^ For the voice of him that reproaches and blasphemes, 

On account of the enemy and revenger, 
" AH this is come upon us ; and we have not forgotten thee, 

And have not been false to thy covenant. 
'^ Our heart has not turned back, 

Nor our steps declined from thy way ; 
^* That thou shouldst have crushed us in the place of howhng 
beasts, 

And covered over us with the shadow of death. 
^^ If we have forgotten the name of our God, 

And spread out our hands to a strange god ; 
*' Shall not Grod search this out ? 

For he knows the secrets of the heart. 
^^ Because for thy sake we are slain all the day long. 

Are accounted as sheep for slaughter. 
^^ Arouse thee ; why sleepest thou, Lord ? 

Awake ; do not cast off forever. 
^* Wherefore hidest thou thy face, 

Porgettest our affliction and our oppression ? 
^^ For our soul is bowed down to the dust. 

Our belly cleaves to the earth. 
^'^ Arise, a help for us, 

And redeem us for thy mercy's sake. 



PSALM XLY. 

To the Chief Musician. After [the melody] ■' Lilies." Didactic [Psalm] 
of the Sons of Korah. A Song of Delights. 
^ My heart is overflowing with a goodly theme. 
I say : My work is for a king ; 



T. 1. Or, My works are for a king. Or, 1 utter my work [i. e poem! 
for a king. ' ■" 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
^ Pair, fair art thou, above the sons of men ; 

Grace is poured into thy lips ; 

Therefore has Q-od blessed thee forever. 
^ Gird thy sword on the thigh, Mighty One, 

Thy honor and thy majesty ; 
* And in thy majesty ride prosperously, 

For the sake of truth and humble right, 

And thy right hand will teach thee fearful deeds. 
^ Thine arrows are sharp, 

In the hearts of the king's enemies ; 

Peoples shall fall under thee. 
^ Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ; 

A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
'' Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness ; 

Therefore, God, thy God, has anointed thee. 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
^ llyrrh and aloes, cassia, are all thy garments ; 

From palaces of ivory stringed instruments cheer thee. 
^ Daughters of kings are among thy precious ones ;, 

At thy right hand stands the queen, in gold of Ophir. 
^^ Hearken, daughter, and behold, and incline thine ear ; 

And forget thy people and thy father's house ; 
11 And let the king desire thy beauty ; 

For he is thy lord, and do thou do him homage. 
" , And the daughter of Tyre with a gift shall court thy 
favor. 

The rich ones of the people. 
** All glorious is the king's daughter within ; 

Of gold embroidery is her apparel. 

V, 5. The order of the members, as they now stand in the Hebrew 
text, is as follows : 

Thine arrows are sharp, — 
Peoples shall fall under thee, — 
In tho heart of the king's enemies. 
V. 13. Daughter of Tyre, for the city and ita inhabitants, personified 
as a female. Compare Is. 31 : 22. 
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^* In gayly wrought garments ste shall be conducted to the 
king, 

Tirgins behind her, her companions, 

Brought in to thee. 
^^ They shall be conducted with gladness and rejoicing ; 

They shall enter in to the palace of the king. 
*s In place of thy fathers shall be thy sons ; 

Thou shalt set them for princes in all the earth. 
" I will cause thy name to be remembered in all generations ; 

Therefore shall peoples praise thee forever and ever. 



PSALM XLVL 

To the Chief Musician. To [voices of] Maidens. A Song of the Sons of 
Korah. 

1 God is to us a refuge and strength ; 
A help in troubles, most surely found. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth change, 
Though the mountains be moved into the heart of the seas. 

8 Let its waters roar and foam, 

Let the mountauis shake with the swelling thereof. (Paw.se.) 
* There is a river, whose streams gladden the city of God, 

The holy place of the dwellings of the Most High, 
s God is in the midst of her ; she shall not be moved ; 

God will help her, at the turning of the morning. 
^ The heathen raged, kingdoms were moved ; 

He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 
"^ Jehovah of hosts is with us ; 

The God of Jacob is a refuge for us. {Pause.) 



V. 1. Surely found.] Comparo Dcut 4 : 29 ; 1 Chr. 2! 
: 3, 4, 15 ; Is. 55 : 6 ; 65 : 1 ; Jer. 29 : 14. 

V. 5. At the turning of tho morning.] At the crisis, w! 
^ina to give place to light, and morning ia about to dawn. 
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^ Come, see the deeds of Jehovah, 

Who has made desolations in the earth ; 
' Causing wars to cease to the end of the earth ; 

The bow he breaks, and cuts the spear asunder, 

The chariots he burns in the fire. 
' Desist, and know that I am God ; 

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 
the earth. 

Jehovah of hosts is with us ; 

The God of Jacob is a refuge for us. 



PSALM XLVII. 

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of tiic Sons of Korah. 
^ All ye peoples, clap your hands ; 

Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
^ For Jehovah, Most High, is terrible ; 

A great king over all the earth. 
^ He will subdue peoples under us, 

And nations under our feet. 

* Ho will choose for us our inheritance, 

The pride of Jacob, whom he loved. (Pause.) 
^ God has gone up with shouting, 
Jehovah with sound of trumpet. 

* Sing praise to God, sing praise ; 
Sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

' For God is king of all the earth ; 

Sing praise, in instructive song. 
^ God reigns over the heathen ; 

God sits on his holy throne. 
^ Kobles of the peoples are assembled. 

The people of the God of Abraham. 

For to God belong the shields of the earth; 

He is greatly exalted. 

v. 9. Peoples.] A frequent designation of the tribes of Israel, to- 
getJicr constituting " tiie people of the God of Abraham." 
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PSALM XLTIII. 

A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah, 

^ Gemat is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised, 
In the city of our God, his holy mount. 

* Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, 
Mount Zion, the sides of the north. 

The city of the great King ! 
' God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

* For lo, the kings were assembled, 
They passed along together. 

* They saw ; then they marveled ; 
They wore dismayed, they fled away. 

^ Trembling took hold on them there. 

Pain, as of a woman in travail. 
^ With an east wind, 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish. 
^ As we hfive heard, so have we seen. 

In the city of Jehovah of hosts, in the city of our God ; 

God will establish it forever. {Pause.) 
^ We have thought of thy loving-kindness, God, 

In the midst of thy temple. 
1" As is thy name, God, 

So is thy praise, unto the enda of the earth ; 

Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
^^ Let Mount Zion rejoice. 

Let the daughters of Judah exult, 

Because of thy judgments. 
1^ Walk about Zion, and go round about her ; 

Number her towers. 
^' Mark well her rampart. 

Go through her palaces, 

That ye may tell it to the generation following. 
'* For this God is our God forever and ever ; 

He will guide us, until death. 
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PSALM XLIX. 

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

1 Hear thia, all ye peoples, 
Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world ; 

* Both men of low and men of high degree, 
Rich and poor together. 

* My mouth shall speak wisdom, 

And the meditation of my heart is understanding. 

* I will incline my ear to a parable ; 

I will open my dark saying on the harp. 
^ Wherefore should I fear in days of evil. 

When the iniquity of my supplanters compasses me about ; 
^ "Who trust in their might, 

And glory in the abundance of their wealth? 
"^ A brother can no one by any means redeem. 

Or give to God a ransom for him ; 
^ (For costly is the redemption of their soul, 

And it forever fails ;) 
" That he should live on forever, 

Should not see the pit. 
i» For he shall see it. Wise men die. 

Alike, the fool and the brutish perish ; 

And they leave their wealth to others. 
^1 Their inward thought is, that their houses are forever, 

Their dwellings to all generations ; 

They call their lands after their own names. 
^^ But man, in honor, continues not ; 

He is like the beasts that perish. 



V. 5. Supplanters.] Compare the use of the Hebrew word in 
Gen. 27 : 36, "ho has supplanted mo ;" properly, to take one by the heel 
in order to throw him down, and hence to deal treacherously with him. 

V. 7. Eedeem,] From temporal death, which is meant by "redemp- 
tion of their soul," in v, 8. 
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" This is their way, to whom folly belongs ; 

Aad they that come after them will delight in their say- 
ings. {Pmise.) 
1* Like sheep they are laid in the grave ; 

Death shall feed on them ; 

And the upright shall rule over them in the morning ; 

And their form shall consume in the grave from its 
dwelling, 
" But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave ; 

For he will take me. 
^^ Do not fear, because one becomes rich, 

Because the glory of his house increases. 
" For, when he dies, he shall take nothing away ; 

His glory shall not descend after him. 
^^ Though in his life he bless his soul. 

And men praise thee that thou doest well for thyself, 
'^ It shall come to the generation of his fathers ; 

They shall never see light, 
^^ Man that is in honor, and understands not, 

Is like the beasts that perish. 



PSALJI L. 
A Psalm of Asaph. 
^ The Mighty One, God, Jehovah, has spoken, 
And has cstlled the earth, 
From the rising of the sun unto its going down. 

VV. 14, 15. Contrast between the end of the wicked and the ri-ht- 
eoug. ^ The former arc laid in the grave like brutes, witii no hope of a joyful 
morniiig after the night of death, wiien the upright, oppressed in this life 
shall tiiumph over them. The latter shall be redeemed from the power 
of the grave; he shall not remain under it forever. It is absurd to sup- 
pose, as some interpret the writer's language, that he looked for exemption 
from temporal death, declared in v. 10 to be the lot common to all. 

From its dwelling.] From its abode in the material substance which 
bore their organized shape and form. 

T. 18. Bless his soul] Count liiraself happy. 
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2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God has shiued forth. 

3 Our God will come, and shall not keep silence ; 
A fire -will devour before him, 

And round him tempests rage with violence. 
* He will call to the heavens above, 

And to the earth, that he may judge his people ; 
" Gather to me my saints, 

Who have made a covenant with me hy sacrifice. 
^ And the heavens declare his righteousness ; 

For God, he is judge. {Pause.) 
' Hear, my people, and I will speak, 

Israel, and I will testify against thee ; 

1 am God, thy God. 

8 Not for thy sacrifices will I reprove thee ; 

And thy hurnt-offerings are continually before me. 
8 I will not take a bullock from thy house. 

Nor he-goats from thy folds. 
^0 For mine is every beast of the forest, 

The cattle on a thousand hills. 
" I know every bird of the mountains, 

And the beasts of the field are before me. 
" If I were hungry, I would not say it to thee ; 

For the world is mine, and the fullness thereof. 
13 Will I eat the flesh of bulls. 

And drink the blood of goats ? 
1* Sacrifice to God thanksgiving, 

And pay to the Most High thy vows. 
15 And call upon me in the day of trouble ; 

I will deliver thee, and thou shall honor me. 
18 And to the wicked God says : 

What right hast thou to declare my statutes, 

And take my covenant into thy mouth ; 
IT While thou dost hate instruction, 

And cast my words behind thee ? 
IB If thou seest a thief, thou delightest in him. 

And with adulterers is thy portion. 
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^* Thy mouth thou hast given up to evil, 

And thy tongue contrives deceit. 
^* Thou sittest, and speakest against thy brother ; 

At thy mother's son thou dost give a thrust. 
^^ These things hast thou done, and I kept silence. 

Thou thoughtest I was surely such as thyself., 

I will reprove thee, and will array them before thine eyes, 
^^ O consider this, ye that forget God, 

Lest I tear in pieces, and there be no deliverer. 
^' He that sacrifices thanksgiving shall honor me ; 

And he that directs his way, 

To him will I show the salvation of God. 



PSALM LI 

To tlie Ciiief Musician. A Psalm of David ; when Nathan the prophet 
came to him, after he went in to Bathsiieba. 

* Be gracious to me, God, according to thy loving- 
kindness ; 
According to the greatness of thy compassion blot out my 



' Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
And from my sin make me clean, ■ 
. ^ For my transgressions I know. 

And my sin is before me continually. 

* Toward thee, thee only, have I sinned. 
And done the evil in thy sight ; 

That thou mayest be just wlien thou speakest, 
Bo pure when thou judgest. 
^ Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, 
And in sin did my mother conceive rae. 

* Behold, thou desirest truth in the reins. 

And in the hidden part thou wilt make me know wisdom. 

T. 23. He that sacrifices tlianksgiving.] Compare t. U. 
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^ Thou wilt piirge me of sin with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; 

Tliou wilt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
« Thou wilt make me hear joy and gladness ; 

The bonea thou hast broken shall exult. 
» Hide thy face from my slna, 

And blot out all my iniquities. 
'" Create in mo a clean heart, God, 

And renew a right spirit witiiiu me. 
" Oast me not away from thy presence, 

And take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, 

And with a free spirit uphold me. 
^^ I will teach transgressors thy ways, 

And sinners shall return to thee. 
" Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, God, 

God of my salvation ; 

My tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

15 Lord, thou wilt open my Hps, 

And my mouth shall declare thy praise. 

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give it ; 
In burnt-offering thou delightest not. 

w The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; 

A broken and contrite heart, God, thou wilt not despise. 
IS Do good, in thy good pleasure, to Zion ; 

Thou wilt build the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then wilt thou be pleased with sacrifices of righteousness, 
with burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering ; 

Then shall ihey offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

PSALM LIL 

To the chief Musician. Didactic [Paalm] of David, when Doeg tlic 

Edomite came and told Saul, and said : David came to the house of 

Aliimelech. 

1 Why dost thou boast in evil, mighty man ? 

The goodness of God is continual. 

V VZ Froe s[)irit.] Freely befstowt-d. Fs. lii. (title.) See 1 Sam. 32 : 9. 
10 
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^ Thy tongue devises mischiefs, 

Lilie a sharpened razor, worliing deceit 
^ Thou lovest evil more than good ; 

Lying, more than to speak righteousness. {Pause.) 

* Thou lovest all devouring words, 

deceitful tongue. 

® God will also destroy thee forever. 
He will lay Iiold of thee, and pluck thee out of the tent, 
And uproot thee from the land of the living. (Pause.) 

* And the righteous will see, and fear. 
And will laugh at him : 

' Behold the man, 
That makes not God his strength, 
And trusts In the abundance of his riclies. 
Is strong in his wickedness. 

* But I am like a green olive-tree in the house of God ; 

1 ti-ust in the mercy of God forever and ever. 

® 1 will praise thee forever, because thou didst it; 
And will wait on thy name, for it is good before thy saints. 



PSALM LI 1 1. 

To llie chief Musician. Of [moralj disease. Didiictic [Psalm] of David, 
^ The fool has said in bis heart : There is no God. 

Corrupt and abominable are they iu iniquity ; 

There is none that doeth good, 
^ God looked down from heaven upon the sons of men. 

To see if there is any that midcrstands, 

That seeks after God. 
^ They have all turned back ; one and all are they polluted ; 

There is none that doeth good, not even one. 
* Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

Call not upon God ? 



Pa. liii. A Psalm of David (Pe. xiv ) adapted, by slight changes, to 
some later national occurrence. 
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' There were they in great fear, where no fear was ; 

For God has scattered the boues of thy besiegers. 

Thou hast put them to shame, because God despised them. 
' Oh for the salvation of Israel out of Zion! 

When God turns the captivity of his people, 

Jacob will exult, Israel will rejoice. 



PSALM LIT. 

To the chief Musician. With stringed inatnimenta. Didactic [Psalm] of 

David, whcu the Ziphites came, and said to Saul : Is riot David 

hiding himself with us ? 

^ God, by thy name save me, 
And in thy might judge me. 

* God, hear my prayer ; 

Give ear to the words of my mouth, 
^ For strangers have risen up against me, 
And the violent seek after my soul; 
They have not set God before them. (Pause.) 

* Behold, God is a helper for me ; 

The Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 



V. 5. There] Pointing to some recent and familiar o 
fear.] Either no occasion of fear, or no apprehension of coming evil. Of 
the former case an illustration may bo found in 2 Kinga ch. vii. {compare 
TV. 6, 1, and U, 15) ; of tho latter, in la. xxxvii. 36. 

T. 6. Turns the captivity.] Compare tho note on Job 42 : 10. Israel 
is another name for Jacob, with the accessory idea of " prevailing with 
God ;" Bco Gen. 32 : 28- Jacob, on the contrary, is expressive of weak- 
ness ; see, for example, Amos 1:2. By both are meant God's people ; ono 
implying their weakness in themselves, the other, their strength in God. 

Ps. liv. (title.) Wheu the Zipliitea came.] For the historical alluaiou 
see 1 Sam. 23 ; 19. 

V. 1. Thy name ; as representing God, and in him all in which the 
believer trusts, and finds security. 

V. 3. Stranger.] A foreigner, not an Israelite ; but also 
in spirit, an enemy, thus including those named in the litle. 

Y. 4. Or, The Lord is he that upholda my kouI. 
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' He will return the evil to my enemies ; 

In thy truth cut them off. 
' With a free-will-ofFormg will I sacrifice to thee ; 

I will praise thy name, Jehovah, for it is good. 
' For out of all distress has he delivered me, 

And my eye has seen its desire ou my enemies. 



PSALM LV. 

To tilt! chief Musician, Witli stringed instruments. Didactic [Psuim] of 
David. 

1 Give ear, God, to my prayer, 

And do not hide thyself from my supplication. 
^ Attend to me, and ariswer me. 

1 am restless in my complaining, and disquieted ; 
^ Because of the voice of the enemy, on account of the op- 
pression of the wicked. 

For they cause mischief to impend over me. 

And in anger lay a snare for me. 
* My heart quakes within me. 

And terrors of death have fallen upon me. 

5 Fear and trembling enter into me, 
And horror overwhelms me. 

6 And I say: Oh that I had wings like the dove ; 
I would fly away, and be at rest ! 

V. 5. Or, The evil will return to my enemies. 

V. 6, 2d member. In thy truth,] As faithfulness to his word requires. 

T. 1. Has seen its desire.] The Hebrew verb, in its construction 
here, means to gaze intently, and also to look upon with aatisfaction, aa 
in this case on a vanquished enemy. See the remark on Ps. 18 : 60, and 
compare the article " Psalms, Imprecatory," in Smithes Bible Dictionary 
(American edition, p. 2625), particularly divisions iv. and v. 

V, 3. Impend over me.] The image is of a wall, or a tower, tottering 
aud ready to fall and cru^h tiie victim. So do they keep me in continual 
apprehension of coming evil. 
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' Lo, I would wander fur away, 
I would lodge in the wilderness. (Pause.) 

* I would make haste to escape, 

Prom the stormy wind, from the tempest. 

* Destroy, Lord ; divide their tongue ; 

For I liave seen violence and strife in the city. 
^^ Day aud night they go about her on her walls, 

Aud trouble and sorrow are within her. 
" Corruption is within her, 

And from her market-place depart not extortion and deceit. 
" For it is not an enemy that reproaches me, else I could 
bear it ; 

Not one that hates me has acted proudly against me, 

Else I would hide jnyself from him ; 
^' But thou — a man esteemed my equal. 

My associate and my familiar friend. 
" Together we hold sweet famihar converse. 

Walk to the house of God in the festal crowd. 
^ Desolations are upon them ; they shall go down alive to 
the underworld ; 

For wickedness is in their dwelling, in the midst of ihem. 
^'^ As for me, I will call upon Grod, 

And Jehovah will save me. 
" Evening, and morning, and noon, will I lament and sigh, 

And he will hear my voice. 



V. 9. Divido their tonguo.] Tlie tongue being tho inatrumeiit of com- 
' manication, the meaning is, make division in thoir coucieelB ; set Ihum at 
variance, iind tlma thwart their purp(>^seH, 

V. 11. Marketplace.} Abroad open space at the gate of a city, where 
the people asserablod fir tho trail auction of busicieas, and whiire magistrates 
sat to administer justice. Compare Neh. S : 1 (properly, " into the broad 
space that was before the water gate"), 2 Chron. 33 : 6 (properly, " in the 
broad space at the gate of the city''). Job 5 : i (with the references in the 
writer's note) and 39 : 7. 

V. 15. Go down alive,] As they who opposed the anthority of God in 
the person of his servant Moses (N'urah. c!i. xvi.). 

V. Id 2d memuur. In tho midst of them,] Or, within tliem (in their 



heart) 



U 
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^^ He reJ^emcd my soul in peace from the war against me ; 

For many were [engaged] with me. 
^* God will hear, and he will answer them, — 

Even he that sits [as judge] of old, — (Pause.) 

To whom there were no changes. 

And they feared not God. 
^ He put forLh his hand against those at peace with him ; 

He profaned his covenant. 
" Smooth are the buttered tones of his mouth, 

But his heart is war. 

Softer than oil are his words, 

But they are drawn swords. 
2' Cast thy burden on Jehovah, 

And he will sustain thee. 

He will never suffer the righteoua man to be moved, 
^3 But thou, God, wilt bring them down to the pit of 
destruction. 

Bloody and deceitful men sball not live half their days. 

But as for me, I will trust in thee. 



PSALK LTI. 

To the chief Musician. After [the melody] "The mute dove in far-off 

lands." Memorial [Psalm] of David, when the Philistines 

seized him iii Gatli. 

' Be gracious to me, God, for man would devour me. 

Continually fighting he oppresses me. 
' Daily would my enemies devour me ; 

For many are they that fight against me proudly. 



V. 19. Will answer them.] In the just reward of their misdeeds. 

V. 19, 3d member. No changes.} No vicissitudes of fortune. 

V, 30. He put forth] ludividualizing the many opposers (vv. IS, 19), 
or referring especially lo tlie subject of w. 12-14, 

V. 20, Profaned his covenant] Violated its sanctity, by .i breach of 
its oblijjalions . Compare Malach. 2 ;10. 
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^ What time X am afraid, 
I will put my trust in thee. 

* 111 God will 1 praise his word ; 

In God do I trust, I will not fear ; . 
What can flesh do to me ? 
^ Every day they wrest my words ; 
Against me arc all their thoughts for evil. 

* They gather together, they lie iu wait ; 
They, my supplanters, watch, 

As they have waited for my soul. 
' Shall they escape by iniquity ? 

In anger bring down the peoples, God. 
^ My wanderings hast thou numbered. 

Put thou my tears in thy bottle ; 

Are they not in thy reckoning? 
' Then shall my enemies turn back when 1 cry ; 

This I know, for God is for hie. 
^" In God will I praise the word ; 

In Jehovah will I praise the word, 
'^ In God do I trust, I will not fear ; 

What can man do to me ? 
1^ On me, God, are thy vows; 

I will pay thanksgivings unto thee. 
^^ For thou hast delivered my soul from death. 

Wilt thou not [deliver] my feet from stumbling, 

That I may walk before God, 

In the light of Ufe ? 

V. i, 1st member. In Gad.] The ground of praise being in him, as 
is also the ground of trust {nest line). 

V. 6, 2d member. Or, They who watch my Iieela (io trip me). 

V. 8. Numbered.] As in Job 31:4, Does he not see my ways, and 
number all my steps? That is, does he not take accouut of all, so that 
nooe escape observation ? 

V. 9, 2d member. Or, This I know, that God is for mo. 

V. 10. The word.] The word of promise, that God is for mo, as ex- 
pressed in the preceding sentence. lit God^ii Jehovah.] As in "v. i. 

v. 13, 4th member, Light of life.] In contrast with the darkness and 
gloom of the realm of death. Compare Job 10 : 21, 22 
16 
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PSALM LVII. 

To the chief Musician. Do not Destioy. Memorial [Psalm] of David, wheu 
he fled from Saul, in the cave. 
-^. 
1 Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, 

For in thee has my soul sought refuge ; 

And in the shadow of thy wings will I seek refuge, 

Until the calamities shall pass by. 
^ I will cry unto God Most High, 

To the Mighty, who completes [the purpose] concerning me. 
' He will send from heaven and save me, 

Whom he that would devour me has reviled ; {Pause.) 

God will send his mercy and his truth. 
* My soul is in the midst of lions ; 

I will lie down with them that breathe out flames, 

Sons of men whose teetli are spears and arrows, 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 
^ Be thou exalted above the heavens, God, 

Thy glory over all the earth ! 
^ They prepared a net for my steps ; 

He bowed down my soul. 

They dug a pit before me ; 

They fell into the midst of it. (Pause.) 
^ My heart is fixed, God, my heart is fixed ; 

I will sing, and will sing praise. 

Ps. Ivii. (title). Do not destroy.] A designation (pcrhiips suggested 
by Deut. 9 : 26) of a group of pswlms by David (Pss. lyii-lix.) and of Pa. 
Ixxv. Aa a motto, it ia appropriate to the subject, or the occasion, of ihem 
all. — When he fled.] See 1 Sam., ch. xxii. (or eh. ssiv.). 

Y. 2. Completes — concerning me.] Does not leave unfinished what 
he has purposed and begun. This specific idea, of a purpose to be fulfilled, 
is lost in the vague rendering, " performetli all things for me." 

T. 3, 3d member. Mercy and Truth personified. His mercy, in com- 
passion for me ; his truth, iu fidelity to his promises. 

V. 4, 2d member. I will lie down.] The language of cljeerful confi- 
dence in God's protecting cave. Or, With them that lick [the jaws]. See 
the preceding member. 

V. 6, 2d member. He.] The author and animating spirit of these per- 
secutions, his royal adversary. 

n 
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s Awake my glory, awaky lute and harp ; 

I will awake the dawn! 
^ I will praise thee among the peoples, Lord ; 

I will sing praise to thee among the nations, 
w For great, unto the heavens, Is thy mercy, 

And unto the clouds thy truth. 
^1 Be thou exalted above the heavens, God, 
Thy glory over all the earth ! 



PSALM LVIIL 

To the cliiof JIusiciaii. Do not Destroy. Memoria,! [Psalm] of David. 
^ Do ye, ill truth, with silence speak rightcousne.ss ? 
With equity do ye judge, ye sons of men ? 

* Yea, in heart ye work iniquities, 

And mete out the violence of your hands in the land. 
' The wicked ai-e estranged from the womb ; 

From birth they go astray, speaking lies. 
■* They have poison like the poison of a serpent ; 

As a deaf adder stops its ear, 
fi That hearkens not to the voice of enchanters, 

Of one charming with charms, well-skilled, 
« God, break their teeth in their mouth ; 

The fangs of the young lions beat out, Jehovah. 
' They shall melt away, as waters flow off ; 

He will fit his arrows, they shall be as if severed. 

* As a snail melts as it goes. 

An untimely birth of a woman, — they have not seen the sun. 

Ps. Iviii, (title). Do not destroy.] As in Pa. Ivii. (title). 

V. 1, With silence, elc] A bitter sarcasm. Is it witli silence that ye 
perform the office of speech T Dumb, when ye ought to apeak, and declare 
the right ! 

V. 2. In heart.] The heart itself being a fountain only of evil. 

T. 4. Or, As a deaf adder, lie stops hie ear. 

V. 8. Tliey are like the snail, that dissolves in slime as it goes ; like 
the untimely birth, that has never seen the sun. So do they melt away ; 
BO short their life, it is as though tlicy had not lived at all. 
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PSALMS. 

^ Before your pots can feel the thorns, 
As well green as burning, ho will sweep it away with a 
tempest. 
If The righteous will rejoice that be has seen vengeance ; 

His steps he will bathe in the blood of the wicked. 
" And men will say : Verily, there is fruit for the righteous ; 
- Verily, there is a God that judges in the earth. 



PSALM LIX. 

To the chief Musician. Do not Destroy. Memorial [Psalm] of David, when 
Saul sent, and they watched the house to slay him. 

1 Deliver mc from my enemies, O my God; 

Thou wilt set me on high from them that rise up against 
me. 

2 Deliver me from workers of iniquity. 
And from men of blood save me. 

3 For lo, they lie in wait for my soul ; 
Strong ones are gathered against me, 

Not for my transgression, and not for my sin, Jehovah. 
* For no iniquity, they run and prepare themselves ; 

Awake, to meet me, and behold, 
s And thou Jehovah, God of hosts, 

God of Israel, 

Awake to visit all the heathen ; 

Sparc no iniquitous traitors. (Pause.) 

V. 9. Before, etc.] Before your schemes can be matured aud cari'ied 
into effect.— Thorns.] Used aa fuel ; compare Eocl. 1 : 6. 

v. 9, 2d member. Aa well green i.s burning.] In every stage of 
progress, as well incipient «s fuial.— Sweep it away.] Comprehending all 
in one. 

. Pa. lix. (title). Do not destroy.] As in Psalm Ivii. (title).— When 
Saul sent, etc.] See 1 Sam. 19 : 11-18. 

V. 4. Prepare themselves.] For the assault. 

V. 5. If all the heathen (first mcmticr) are to bo visited with hia dis- 
pleasure, much more the revolted and traitors among bis own people. 
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PSALMS. 

• They return at evening; they howl like the dc^ ; 
And they go round the city. 

' Lo, they belch out with their mouth ; 
Swords are in their lips ; 
For who doth hear 1 

* But thou, Jehovah, wilt laugh at them ; 
Thou wilt mock at all the heathen, 

^ My strength, I will wait on thee ; 

For God 13 my defense. 
^° God, with Ilia loving-kindness, will anticipate me ; 

God will let me see my desire on my enemies, 
" Slay them not, lest my people forget ; 

Make them reel by thy might, and bring them down, 

Our shield, O Lord ! 
^^ A sin of their mouth, is the word of their Hps ; 

And they shall be taken in their pridej 

And for cursing, and for the falsehood they tell. 
" Consume in wrath, consume till they are no more ; 

And let them know that God rules in Jacob, 

To the ends of the earth. (Pause.) 
'* And fhey will return at evening, will howl like the dog, 

And will go round the city. 
^* As for them, they will wander about for food ; 

If they ai'e not sated, they will remain all night, 
1® But as for me, I will sing of thy might, 

And will sing aloud of thy loving-kindness in the morning. 

For thou hast been a tower of defense for me, 

And a refuge in the day of my distress, 
" My strength, unto thee will I sing praise ; 

For God is my defense, my gracious God. 

V. 9. My strength.] As in some Hebrew manuscripts, and in an- 

V. 10, 2d member. See the remark on Ps, 54 r T. 

V. 12, let member. Meaning : whatever word tliey utter is sinful ; it 
18 a Bin of their mouth. 

T. 13. Let them know that God rules.] This zeal for llie honor of 
God's government inspires tlic Psalmist's appeals to liis justice. 
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PSALM LX. 

To the chief Muaician. After [the melody] " Lily of Testimony." Memorial 

[Psalm] of David, to be taught ; when he strove with Aram Naharaim, 

and with Aram of Zobah, and Joab returned and smote BdoiQ 

in the Valley of Salt, twelve thousand. 

^ God, thou hast cast us off, hast scattered ua. 

Thou wast angry ; thou wilt restore to us. 
' Thou hast made the earth quake ; thou hast rent it ; 

Heal the broaches thereof, for it shakes. 
' Thou hast showed thy people a hard thing; 

Thou hast made us drinli wine even to reeling. 

* Thou hast given to them that fear thee a banner, 
To be lifted up because of truth. (^Pause.) 

^ That thy beloved ones may be delivered, 
Save with thy right hand and answer me. 

* God has spoken in his holiness. I will triumph ; 

I will divide Shechem, and will mete out the valley of 
Succoth. 
' Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine, 
And Bphraim is the defense of my head ; 
Judah is my ruler's staff. 



Pa. Ix. (title). Lily,, the aymbal of purity and loveliness ; Testimony, 
the divine law ; hence, Beauty of the Divine Law, name of a melody to 
which this psalm was to be sung. 

To bo taught.] Namely, the lesson of temporary and partial re- 
verses, (vv. 1-3), with assurance of ultimate triumph through God (vv, 
4-13). For a similar direction see Deut. 31 :19 ("write this song for you, 
and teach it to the children of Israel"), and 2 Sam. 1 : 18 (properly, " teach 
the children of Judah The Bow," a song so named from v. 22). 

Aram.] Syria. — Aram Naharaim.] Syria of the two rivers (Mesopo- 
tamia). 

For tlio historical facts referred to, compare 2 Sam. 8 : 13, 1 Chron. 
18 : 12. 

Vv. 1-3 seem (x) refer to reverses in the early conduct of the war, 
of which only the final triumphs are recorded in history. 

V, 3 Hast made us drink wine.] A common expression of the divine 
displeasure. See, for example, Ps, 75 : 8 ; Jer. 25 : 15 ; Rev. 16 : 19. 

V. 1. Euler's staff.] See Gen. 49 : 10 (revised version), 
p 81 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

^ Moab is my wash-basin ; 

Upon Edom will I cast ray shoo. 

Because of me, Philiatia, cry aloud. 
^ Who will conduct mo to the fenced city? 

Who has led me unto Edom ? 
1* Is it not thou, God, that didst cast us off, 

And goest not forth, God, with our armies? 
^^ Give us help from tho foe ; 

For vain is the deliverance of man.. 
^^ Through God we will do valiantly ; 

And he it is that will tread down our foes. 



PSALM LXL 
To the chief Musician. Upon a striiij^od instnimcat. [A Psalm] of David. 

^ Hear, ,0 God, my cry ; 

Attend unto my prayer. 
' From the end of the earth I call to thee when my heart 
faints. 

To a rock, too high for me, thou wilt lead me. 
" For thou hast been a refuge for me, 

A tower of strength, from before the enemy. 
* I will abide in tliy tabernacle forever ; 

I will take refuge in tho covert of thy wing.s. (Pause.) 
^ For thou, God, hast hearkened to my vows ; 

Hast given the heritage of thera that fear thy name. 
^ Thou wilt add days to the days of the king, 

His years as many generations. 
' He shall sit [on the throne] before God forever ; 

Cause that mercy and truth preserve him. 
^ So will I sing praise to thy name forever. 

That I may perform my vows, day by day. 

v. 8, 3d membev. Or, Over me, Philistia, cry aloud. (Ironical.) 
V. 9. lias l(?d mo ] Apparently anticipating', and taking' for granted, 
that wliicli ho dfisirea and si^cks. 

V. 3. Too lugh for me.] That I can not reach without aid. 
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PSALM LXII. 

To the chief Musician over Jeduthun. A Psiihii of David. 
1 Only in God is my soul quieted ; 

From him is my salvation. 
^ Only he is my rock, and my salvation, 

My high place ; I shall not be greatly moved. 
^ How long will ye rush upon a man, 
Will ye break him down, all of you, 
As a wall inclined, as a fence that is thrust down ? 
* They only consult to thrust him from his elevation-, 
They delight in falsehood. 

They bless, each with his mouth, but in their inward 
part tliey curse, (Pause.) 
6 Only in God be thou quieted, raj soul ; 

For from him is my hope. 
^ Only he is my rock, and my salvation. 
My higk place ; I shall not be moved. 
' On God [rests] my salvation, and my glory ; 

The rock of my strength, my refuge, is in God. 
8 Trust in him at all times, ye people ; 
Pour out your heart before him. 
God is a refuge for us. (Pause.) 
^ Only vanity are men of low degree, men of high degree 
a lie ; 
In the balances they surely go up ; 
Together are they less than vanity. 
^'^ Trust not in oppression. 

And bo not vain in robbery ; 

When riches increase, set not the heart upon them. 
" Once has God spoken. 
Twice have I heard this. 
That power belongs to God. 
*^ And to thee, Lord, belongs mercy ; 

For thou wilt render to man according to his work. 

Ps. Ixii. (title). .Tpduthun ] A collective, representing the family, or 
choir, of that name. Compare Ps. xxxix, (title). 
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PSALK LXIII. 

A Psalm of David, -when lie waa iu the wilderness of Jadali. 

I O God, my God art thou ; earnestly will I seek thee. 
My soul thirsts for thee, my flesh piues for thee, 

Id a land of drought, and fainthig, without water, 
s So, in the sanctuary, have I beheld thee, 
To see thy power and thy glory. 

* For thy loving-kindness is better than life ; 
My lips shall praise thee. 

* So will I bless thee while I live ; 

In thy name wiU I lift up my hands. 
5 As with marrow and fatness shall my soul be satisfied, 

And my mouth sliall praise with joyful lips ; 
« When I remember thee upon by bed, — 

In the night-watches I meditate on thee. 
T For thou hast been a help for me, 

And in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 
8 My soul has followed close upon thee ; 

Thy right hand has upheld me. 
» And they, to [their] destruction will they seek my soul ; 

They shall go into the depths of the earth. 
!•> They shall be given over to the power of the sword ; 

A portion for jackals shall they be. 

II But the king will rejoice in God ; 

They shall glory, every one that swears by him. 

Tor the mouth of them that speak falsehood shall be stopped. 



Ps. Ixiii. (title). See 2 Sam. 15 : 23, 38. 

V. 2. So.] Namely, as I now long to lioliold thee, that I may see 
(may apprehend) thy power and thy glory. 

V. 6. Night-watches.] Of these there wei-e three ; the " Lcglnning of 
the watches" (Lam. 3:19), the "middle watch" (Judges 1:19), the 
"morning watch" (Ex. 14 :24). 

T. 10. The jackal is common in Palestine, and feeds on bodies of the 

V 11 That swears by him.] Appealing to him as the true God, and a 
God that delights in truth. See Deut. : 13, Is. 65 ; 16 ; and compare 
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PSALM LXIV. 

To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David, 

' Hear, God, my voice in my complaint ; 

From terror of the enemy thou wilt preserve my life. 
^ Thou wilt hide me from the secret counsel of evil-doers, 

From the tumultuous throng of workers of iniquity ; 
' Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword. 

Have fitted their arrow,— hitter speech, 

* To shoot, in the secret places, at the upright. 
Suddenly will they shoot at him, and will not fear. 

^ They strengthen their evil design ; 
They concert how to conceal snares. 
They have said : Who will look upon them? 

* They search for iniquities ; 

We are ready [say Ihey] ; a device searched out ! 

And the inward part of each, and the heart, is deep. 
' But God has shot at them ; 
■ With an arrow, suddenly, themselves are smitten. 
^ And he has made them stumble ; their own tongue is against 
them. 

They flee away, every one that looks upon them. 
^ And all men feared, 

And declared God's doing ; 

And his work they attentively consider. 
^'^ The righteous will rejoice in Jehovah, and trust in him ; 

And all the upright in heart will glory. 



V. 1. Terror of the enemy.] That which I huve reason to dread fi-oni 
him. * 

T. 5. StrengUicn.] Make strong ; so frame their malicious plot as to 
make ita succeaa sure. 

V. 6. Search for iniquities.] That is, invent, contrive them ; as indi- 
cated, in the nest following line, by their boastful exclamation, " a device 
searched out !" 

V. 8. Their own tongue is against them.] Compare v. 3, Their 
tongue, which they " have sharpened like a sword" for another's ruin, is 
now the instrument of their own. 
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PSALM LXY. 

To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David. A Song-. 

To thee belong aubmission, praise, God, in Zion; 
And to thee shall the vow be paid. 
^ Thou that hearest prayer, 
Unto thee shall all flesh come. 

* Iniquities have prevailed over me ; 

Our transgressions, thou thyself wilt cover them. 

* Happy he whom thou wilt choose and bring near ; 
He shall dwell in thy courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the riches of thy house, 
Thy holy temple. 
^ By fearful things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, 
Q-od of our salvation, 
The confidence of all the ends of earth and sea, afar off ; 

* Who sets fast the mountains by his strength, 
Girded with power ; 

' Who stills the roar of the seas, the roar of their waves. 
The tumult of the peoples. 

* Then were they that dwell in the utmost parts afraid at 

thy tokens. 
Thou causest the outgoings of morning and evening to 
rejoice. 

* Thou hast visited the earth and made it overflow [with 

plenty] ; 
Thou greatly enrichest it. 
The river of God is full of water. 
Thou prepares! their grain ; for so dost thou prepare the 

earth ; 

V. 1. To thee belong, etc.] Thou haat n claim, for submission in 
times of sorrow, for praiae in seasons of joy. 

T. 4. Riches of thy houee.] Ita wealth of epiritual blessings. 
V. 9. So.] Namely, with this design, and for this end.* 

*Id the Hebrew, "for ao dost (too pieparo Ler;" referrlDg to "tha earth," wliicli in 
Hebrew is fem., wiiile " grain " la maao. The meaning can be exptessert in English only by 
nslng the worit (earth) vrhloh the Heb. pronoun represcnta. The English pronoun (it) would 
necBsaarily refer to "grain," end would represent neither the meaning of the Hebrew nor 
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*« Drenclimg its furrows, settling its ridges ; 

Thou raakest it soft with showers, 

Its springing up thou dost bless. 
1' Thou hast crowned the year with thy goodness, 

And thy footsteps drip with fatness ; 
" The pastures of the wilderness, they drip, 

And the hills gird themselves with gla ' 
's The pastures are clothed with flocks, 

And the valleys are robed with grain ; 

They shout together, yea they sing. 



PSALM LSYI. 

To the chief Musician. A Song. A Psalm. 
1 Shout unto God, all the earth. 

Sing the glory of his name ; 
^ Ascribe glory, the praise due to him. 
3 Say uuto God, how fearful are thy doings! 
In the greatness of thy strength shall thy enemies profess 
submission to thee. 

* All the earth shall worship thee, 
And shall sing praise to thee ; 

They shall sing praise to thy name. {Pause.) 
fi G-o, and see the doings of God ; 

Fearful in action toward the sons of men ! 
« He turned the sea into dry land ; 

They passed through the flood on foot ; 

There we rejoiced in him. 
' He rules by his might forever. 

His eyes keep watch among the nations ; 

Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. (Pause.) 

* Bless our God, ye peoples, 

And cause the voice of his praise to be hoard ; 
^ Who holds our soul in life, 
And has not suffered our foot to be moved. 

V. 6. We rtjoiceii in him,] Bx, ch. xv. 
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" For thou hast tried us, God ; 

Thou hast assayed us, as silver is i 
•^ Thou didst bring us into the net ; 

Thou didst lay a heavy burden on our loins. 
*^ Thou didst cause men to ride over our head ; 

We went tlirough fire and through water ; 

And thou hast brought us out to overflowing plenty. 
^* I will come into thy house with burnt- offerings ; 

I will pay to thee my vows, 
^* Which my lips uttered, 

And ray mouth spoke, in my distress. 
^^ Bnrnt-offerings of fatlings will I oifer to thee, 

With incense of rams ; 

I will offer oxen with he-goats. (Pause.) 
'^ Come, hear, and I will declare, 

All ye that fear God, 

What he has done for my soul. 
^^ To him I cried with my mouth ; 

And praise is beneath my tongue. 
^^ If I regard iniquity in my heart, 

The Lord will not hear me. 
'^ But verily God has heard me ; 

He has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
^0 Blessed be God, 

Who has not turned away my prayer, 

And his mercy from me. 



PSALM LXVIL 

To the chief Musician. With atriuged instruments. A Psalm. A Rone. 
^ God be gracious to us, and bless us, 
Cause his face to shine upon us ; (Pause.) 



V. 17. Beneath my tongue.] Eeady for utterance ; ever 
waiting for expression. Compare Ps. 10 r 1, " under Ma tongu< 
t]ierc). 
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^ That tliy way may be known in tlie earth, 

Thy salvation among all the heathen. 
^ Let the peoples praise thee, God ; 

Let the peoples praise thee, all of them. 
* Let the nations be glad and shout for joy ; 

For thou wilt judge the peoples righteously, 

And the nations in the earth, thou wilt guide them. [Pause.) 
^ Let the peoples praiae thee, God ; 

Let the peoples praise thee, all of them. 
^ The earth has yielded her increase ; 

God, our God, will bless us. 
' God will bless us ; 

And all the ends of the earth will fear him. 



PSALM LXVIIL 

To the chief Musician, A Pealm of David, A Son^. 

^ Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered ; 

And let them that hate him flee before him. 
^ As smoke is driven, thou wilt drive them ; 

As wax is melted before the fire. 

The wicked shall perish before God. 
^ But the righteous shall be glad ; 

They shall exult before God, 

And shall rejoice with gladness. 
* Sing to God ; sing praise to his name. 

Oast up a way for him that rides through the deserts, 

By his name, Jah, and triumph before him. 

V. 4. Cast up a way.] As a preparation for the march of a king and 
his armiea, over pathless wastes. Compare Is. 40 : 3, 4. 

V. i, 3d member. By bis name, Jah.] In the character denoted by it 
and the power implied in it. This abbreviation of Jehovah, freqnent in the 
Psalms, is f mnd in (he song of Moses and the children of Israel, Ex. 15:2 
(properly, " Jah is my stretiglh and song") ; and in cb. 11.; 16 (properly 
Jail, instead of Lord, in the first instance). 
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^ A father of the orphans, and a judge of the widows, 

Is God in his holy habitation, 
^ God makes the solitary dwell in families ; 
He brings out prisoners into prosperity ; 
But rebels inhabit a parched land. 
' God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, 
When thou didst march through the desert, {Pause.) 
^ Earth shook, yea, the heavens dropped, at the presence of 
God, 
That Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
^ With plentiful rain thou didst sprinkle, O God, thy 
heritage. 
And when fainting, thou thyself hast raised it up. 
1" Thy flock, they have dwelt therein ; 

Thou, O God, dosfc provide in thy goodness for the poor. 
^^ The Lord gives the word ; 

The women that publish the glad tidings are a mighty host. 
^^ Kings of armies flee, they flee, 

And the dweller in the house, she divides the spoil. 

T. 6, let member. Compare Pa, 113 : 9. 

T. 8. The heavens.] The upper air, tlio region of clouds and elorma, 
as in tbe following references. — Dropped.] Fell iii dropa. Compare Judges 
5 : i, "the heavens dropped, yea, the clouds dropped water ;" Is. 45 : 8, 
" drop down ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down right- 



V. 8, 2d member, That Sinai.] Thus pointed out, as tbe scene of God's 
most woudei-ful manifestation of his presence and authority. 

V. 9. Or, Wilh a rain of free giffs (namely, manna, etc.). 

T, 11. The women that publish the glad tidings ] As in Ex. 15 : 20, 
(" all the women went out with timbrels") ; 1 Sam. 18 : 6 {" the women 
came out of all the cities of Israel, singing," etc.). VV. 12-14 may he un- 
derstood to be the message which they proclaim. 

Others translate : 

Women publish the glad tidings to the mighty host. 

In the first member of this verse, "word" may mean, either the word 
of command to inarch on the enemy, followed by the triumphant announce- 
ment of victory, or the joyful message of victory to be proclaimed. 

V. 12. Kings of armies.] Compare Judges 5 : 19, " The kings came 
and fought," — The dweller in the house.] The housewife. 
90 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

^' Will ye lie down among the sheepfolds, 

The wings of the dove overlaid with silver, 

And her feathers with yellow gold? 
" When the Almighty scattered kings therein, 

It was snow-white on Salmon. 
^^ A mount of God is the mount of Bashan ; 

A mount of peaks is the momit of Bashan. 
i« Why watch ye jealously, ye mountain peaks, 

The mount which God desired, to dwell in it? 

Tea, Jehovah will abide here forever. 
" The chariots of God are myriad-fold, thousands upon 
thousands ; 

The Lord is among them — Sinai in the sanctuary ! 
" Thou hast ascended on high, hast led captive the captured, 

Hast taken gifts among men. 

And even rebels, that Jah, God, may abide here. 
" Blessed be the Lord, day by day ; 

He bears our burden ; God is our salvation. (Pause.) 



V. 13. A shaip remonstrance. Will ye lie at case, in the quiet of your 
pastoral life, as the dove with nnsoiled plumage in her peaceful neat, wliiie 
your brethren are in the tumult and dust of the conflict I Compare Judges 
5 : 16 (from wtiich this allusion is taken) avid 17. 

V. IL Salmon] Probably an eminciico in the vicinity of Shechem. 
Saow-wbite.] With the bones of the slain. 

T. 15. A mount of God,] Denoting what is greatest and noblest of 
'a kind. A mount of peaks, a mountain range with many lofty summits. 



These are concei 
which God has di 
V. n. Myri 
2 Kings 6 : 17, 



jealously watching the more humble eminence, 
istinguished above them by choosing it (or his abode, 
■fold.] Compared with those of the enemy. Compare 



V. 17. Sinai in the sanctuary.] In the sanctuary is repeated thcscene 
of Sinai, wbure Jehovah appeared, as he now does here, with " myriads of 
holy ones" (Deut. 33:2). 

V. 18. Hast led captive the captured] That is, hast led the captured 
as captives, in the train of the victor. Compare Judges 5 : 12, properly, 
" lead thy captured captive." 

V, 18. Gifts.] Exacted of the vanquished by the conqueror. 

V, 18. Abide here.] Compare v. 16, 8d member. 
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PSALMS. 

^" Q-od is to us a God for deliverances ; 

And to Jcliovali the Lord belong ways of escape from death. 
^^ Surely God will crush the head of his enemies, 

The hairy crown of him that goes on in his trespasses. 
^^ The Lord has said : From Bashan will I bring hack, 

I will hring back from the depths of the sea ; 
^^ That thy foot may bathe in blood, 

The tongue of Ihy dogs have its portion from the enemies. 
^* They saw thy goings, God, 

The goings of my God, my king, in the sanctuary. 
^^ Before went singers, behind, players on stringed instruments. 

In the midst of maidens beating timbrels. 
^^ In. companies they bless God, 

The Lord, they that are of Israel's fountain, 
^'f There is little Benjamin, their ruler ; 

Princes of Judah, their multitude ; 

Princes of Zebulon, princes of Naphtali, 
28 Thy God has commanded thy strength ; 

Strengthen, God, what thou hast wrought for us. . 
*' Because of thy temple at Jerusalem, 

Kings shall bring presents to thee. 
^^ Rebuke the beast of the reeds, 

The herd of bullocks, with the calves of the peoples. 

Prostrating themselves with pieces of silver. 

He has scattered peoples that delight in wars. 
^^ Princes shall come out of Egypt ; 

Ethiopia shall eagerly stretch out her hands to God. 

V. 24. Goings.] Solemn procesaions, on account of victory over tlie 
enemy, or other occasions <if gratitude and rejoicing'. 

V. 2T. There.] In the triumphal procession, the description, of which 
commences with v. 2*. — Their ruler.] An ancient proplietic idea. Con>- 
pare Mic. 5 : 2. 

V". 30. Beast of the reeda.] Egypt, designated by one of its cliarac- 
teristio representatives in the animal kingdom. Compare Job 40 : 21. 

V. 80, 2(1 member. Bullocks.] The strong ones of the people, their 
leaders.- — Calves of the peoples.] The weaker ones, the common people. 

V. 30, 3d member. With pieces of silver.] As tribute money for the 
conqueror. 
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3^ Kingdoms of the earth, sing unto God ; 

Sing praises to the Lord ; {Pause.) 
^^ To him that rides in the heavens of heavens of old. 

Lo, he utters his voice, a mighty voice. 
^* Ascribe strength to God. 

Over Israel is his majesty, 

And his strength in the clouds. 
35 Terrible art thou, God, out of thy holy places, 

Mighty One of Israel ; 

He that gives strength and peace to the people. 

Blessed be God ! 



PSALM LXIX. 

To the chief Musician. To [the melody] " Lilies," [A Pealm] of David. 

1 Save me, God, 

For the waters have come in, even to the soul, 
^ I am sunk in mire of the deep, and there is no standing- place. 

I am come into the depths of waters, 

And the flood has overwhelmed me. 
^ I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched ; 

My eyes fail, while I wait for my God. 
* More than the hairs of my head arc they that hate mo witli- 
out cause ; 

Strong are they that would destroy me, my enemies wrong- 
fully. 

What I took not away, must I then restore, 
5 O God, thou knowesfc as to my foolishness. 

And my trespasses have not been hidden from thee. 
^ Let not them be ashamed in me, that wait for thee, 

Lord, Jehovah of hosts. 

Let not them he dishonored in me, that seek thee, 

God of Israel. 

V. i, 3d member. Then.] In that case, though I took it not, as falsely- 
charged. 

V. G. In me.] As representing them all. 
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! for thy sake I have borne reproach ; 
Shame lias covered my face. 
^ I am become a stranger to my brethren, 
And an alien to the sons of my mother. 
° For zeal for thy house consumed me, 

And the reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 
1" And I wept, while my spirit fasted, 

And it was a reproach to me. 
^^ And I made' sackcloth my garment, 
And I became a by-word to them. 
" They talk of me, they that sit in the gate. 

And the songs of the drinkers of strong drink. 
" But as for me, my prayer is to thee, Jehovah ; 

At a time of acceptance, O God, in the abundance of thy 

mercy, 
Answer me in the truth of thy salvation. 
" Rescue me out of the mire, and let me not sink j 
Let me be rescued from thera that hate me, 
And from the depths of waters. 
1^ Let not the flood of waters overwhelm me, 
And let not the deep swallow me up, 
And let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 
i« Answer me, Jehovah, for thy loving-kindness is good; 
According to the multitude of thy compassions turn unto me. 
^' And do not hide thy face from thy servant ; 

For I am in trouble, — make haste to answer me. 
^^ Draw nigh to my soul, redeem it ; 
Because of my enemies deliver me. 
^3 Thou dost know my reproach, and my shame, and my 
dishonor ; 
All my adversaries are befoi-e thee. 
*" Reproach has broken my heart, and I am sick; 
And I looked for pity, but there was none. 
And for comforters, but I found none. 

v. 13, 3d inumber. Tbe truth of thy salvation.] The salvation of God 
ia truth and fidelity, on hia part, to thoao who trust in him. He " is faithful 
and just to forgive" (1 John 1 : 9). 
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'1 And they put gall in my food, 

And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 
^'^ Let their table before them be for a snare, 

And to the secure for a trap. 
53 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 

And make their loins waver continually. 
5* Pour upon them thine indignation, 

And let the heat of thine anger overtake them. 
^^ Let their habitation be desolated, 

Let there be no dweller in their tents. 
26 por vfhom thou hast smitten they persecute, 

And tell of the pain of thy wounded. 
" Add iniquity to their iniquity. 

And let them not come into thy righteousness. 
5f! Let thera be blotted from the book of life, 

And with the righteous let them not be written. 
^® And I am afflicted and sorrowful ; 

Thy salvation, God, shall set me on high. 
'° I will praise the name of God in song, 
And will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

V. 22. Their table before them,] At which they sit, feasting and aua- 
pecting no evil. So in the next member, " to the secure," apprehending no 
danger. 

W. 22-23. It has been well said by Dr. Alexander (on thia passage) that 
these imprecations are " revolting only when considered as tl.e expression 
of malignant selfishness. If uttered by God, they shock no reader's sensi- 
bilities, nor should they when considered as the language of tm ideal per- 
son, representing Ihe whole class of righteous sufferers, and particularly 
HIM, who, though he prayed for his murderers while dying (Luke 23 : 34), 
had applied the -words of thia passage to the unbelieving Jews (Matt. 
23 : 38), as Paul did afterward (Rom. 11 :9, 10)." See a full and satis- 
factory discussion of the subject in the article " Imprecatory Psalms" (add- 
ed to the art. Psalma, in the American edition of Smith's B-ihle Diction- 
ary), especially division (v). 

V. 27. As each new act of iniquity is committed, add it to the former 

V. 27, 2d member. Let them not come into thy righteousness.] Let 
Ihnm have no participation in it. 

V. 28, let member. Or, from tbe hook of the living. 
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^' It will better please Jehovah than an ox, a bullock, 

With horns, with cloven hoofs. 
^^ The humble have seen it ; they will rejoice. 

Seekers of God, let your hearts revive ! 
'^ Tor Jehovah hearkens to the needy, 

And his prisoners he has not despised. 
^* Lot the heavens and the earth praise him, 

The seas, and everytiiing that moves therein. 
^^ For Grod will save Zion, 

And will build the cities of Judah ; 

And they dwell there, and shall possess it. 
^^ And the seed of his servants shall hiherit it. 

And they that love his name shall abide therein. 



PSALM LXX. 

To the chief Mueician. [A Psalm] of David, To bring to remembrance. 

^ God, — to my rescue, 

Jehovah, — to my help make haste. 
^ They shall be ashamed and confounded that seet my soul ; 

They shall be turned back and put to confusion that de- 
light in my harm. 
^ They shall turn back for a reward of their shame, 

Who say, Aha ! Aha ! 
* They shall rejoice and be glad in thee, all that seek 
thee ; 

And they shall say always, God be magnified, 

That love thy salvation. 
^ And I am afflicted and needy ; 

God, make haste to me. 

My help and my deliverer art thou ; 

Jehovah, do not delay ! 



V. 31. With cloven hoofs.] All othera accounted unclean (Lev. 
13 :3-8), 
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* If thee, Jehovah, I put my trust ; 
Let me not be ashamed, forevermore. 

"^ In thy righteousness thou wilt rescue me, and deliver me ; 

Inehne to me thine car, and save me. 
^ Be thou to me a rock of refuge, to come thither contin- 
ually. 

Thou hast commanded to save me, 

For my rock and my fortress art thou. 

* My God, deliver me from the hand of the wicked, 
From the grasp of the perverse and violent. 

^ For thou art my hope, 

Lord, Jehovah, my trust from my youth, 
^ On thee have I been sustained from the womb ; 
Thou art he that took me fi-om the bowels of my mother. 
Of thee is my praise continually. 
' As a wonder have I been to many ; 

But tbou art my strong refjige. 
^ My mouth shall be filled with thy praise, 

With thy majesty, all tbo day. 
^ Cast me not away at the time of old age ; 

As my strength fails, do not forsake me. 
" For my enemies have said it of me ; 

And they that watch for my soul have counseled together, 
^^ Saying : God has forsaken him, 

Pursue and take him, for there is none to rescue. 
^^ O God, be not far from me ; 

My God, make haste to my help. 
" They shall be ashamed, shall consume away, that are adver- 
saries of my soul ; 
They shall be covered with reproach and dishonor that seek 
my hai-m. 
1* But I, continually will I hope. 
And will add to all thy praise. 



V. 14. Will add to a!l thy praise.} Shall have further occasions to 
praise tiiee, in addition to all iu the past. 
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^'^ My raouLh sTiall recount thy righteousness, 

Thy siiivation all the day, 

For I know not the numbers, 
1^ I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord Jehovah ; 

I will make mention of thy righteousness, thine only. 
1^ God, thou hast taught mo from my youth ; 

And hitherto do I make known thy wondrous works. 
IS And even to old age, and hoary hairs, God, do not for- 
sake me ; 

Till I shall make known thine arm to generations, 

Thy might to every one that is to come. 
13 And thy righteousness, God, is even unto the height, 

Thou who hast done great things. 

God, who is like to thee ? 

^° Thou, who hast made us see troubles great and sore, 

Wilt again revive us. 

And from the abysses of the earth wilt bring us up again. 
^' Thou wilt increase my greatness, and wilt turn again to 

comfort me. 
^^ I too will praise thee, with an instrument, a lute, 

Thy truth, my God ; 

1 will sing praise to thee with the harp, thou Holy One of 

Israel. 
^^ My lips shall rejoice, for I will sing praise to thee, 

And my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 
=^ Also my tongue all the day shall speak of thy righteousness ; 
For they are confounded, they are brought to shame, that 
seek my harm. 

V. 16. I will come.] Into % house; as in Ps. 42 : 2, " When shall I 
come, and appear before God?" Compare Pa. 66 ; 13. There it is said, "I 
will corao into thy house with burnt-offering a ;" hero, " with the mighty- 
deeds of the Lord Jehovah" (the thankful recognition of them). 

V. 19. The height.] The summit, the highest point ; here equivalent 
to the heavens. Compare the sentiment in Ps. 5t : 10, " Great, unto the 
heavens, is thy mercy." 

T. 30. Abysses of the earth.] Abysses of water withm the earth, 
conceived as the exhaustless source of streams that issue on its surface. 
See Gen. 49 : 25, " the abyss that lies under ;" Deut, 8 : 1, properly, " and 
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PSALM LSXII. 

[A Psalm] of Solomon. 

* O God, give to the king thy judgments, 
And thy righteousness to the king's son. 

^ He shall judge thy people with righteousness, 

And thy poor with rectitude. 
^ The mountains shall bear peace for the people, 

And the hills, by righteousness. 

* He shall judge the poor of the people ; 
He shall save the sons of the needy ; 
He shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

^ They shall fear thee while the buu endures. 

As long as the moon, to all generations. 
'^ He shall come down as rain, upon the mown grass, 

As showers that refresh the earth. >. 

"^ In his days shall the righteous flourish, 

And abundance of peace, till the moon be no more. 
® And he shall rule from sea to sea, 

And from the river to the ends of the earth. 
^ They of the desert shall crouch before him, 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 
^0 Kings of Tarshish and the isles shall bring presents ; 

Kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 
^ And ail kings shall bow down to him ; 

All nations shall serve him. 
For he will rescue the needy, crying for help, 

The poor, and him that has no helper. 

He will have pity on the weak and needy, 

And will save the souls of the needy. 

From extortion and from violence he will redeem their soul ; 

And precious is their blood in his eyes. 

of abjsaes issuing forth in valley and in mountain ;" 33 : 13, properly, 
" the abyss lying beneath." 

V. 1. Give to the king, etc.] Confer upon him, along with tho powers 
of it sovereign rulc-r, iho qualifications for duly exercising them. The 
thought, in boih menibei-a of this vere^', is expanded iu Is. 11 : 2-i. 
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^^ And he shall live ; and will give to him of the gold of 
Sheba, 

And will pray for him continually ; 

All the day will he bless him. 
^* There shall be abundance of grain in the land ; 

On the top of the mountains its fruit shall wave like Leba- 
non ; 

And they shall bloom forth from the city like the herb of 
the earth. 
" His name shall be forever ; 

As long as the sun shall his name flourish. 

And in him shall they bless themselves; 

All nations shall call him happy. 
IS Blossed be Johovab God, tlie God of Israel, 

Who alone doeth wonders. 
'* And blessed be his glorious name forevermore ; 

And let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen, and Amen. 
The prayers of David the Sou of Jesse are ended. 

V. 15. He] The retilcciiied. 

V. 16, 3d member, SiiaU bloom forth from the city (the cities as ccb- 
tres of population), multiplying like iho herb of the earth. 
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THIRD BOOK. 



PSALM LXXIII. 

A Pealm of Asaph, 

* Surely, God is good to Israel, 
To the pure in heart. 

^ And as for me, my feet almost turned aside ; 

My steps well-nigh slid. 
^ For I was envious at the foolish, 

When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

* For their death has no pains. 
And their strength is full fed. 

^ In the troubles of men tliey share not, 

And they are not plagued in common with men. 
^ Therefore pride is become their necklace ; 

The garb of violence covers them. 
' Their eyes stand out with fatness ; 

They have more than heart conceives, 
^ They mock, and with malice they speak oppression ; 

From on high they speak. 
^ They have set their mouth in the heavens, 

And their tongue walks through the earth. 



V. 6. Pride is become their necklace.] Tlie lofty neck of pride is 
meant, the natural indicat'on of a haughty and eupercilions spirit. Pride 
encircles it as does a necklace. 

V. 8. Thpy speak oppression.! Their word is power. They have 
only to speak, and their oppressive will is done. 
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./Google 



'" Therefore do his people turii away hither, 

And waters in abundance are eagerly drained by them, 
" And they say : How does God know ? 

And is there knowledge in the Most High? 
" Behold, such are the wicked ; 

And forever secure they have increased wealth. 
" Surely, in vain have I cleansed my heart, 

And washed my hands in innoceney ; 
'* And been smitten all the day long, 

My chastisement morning by morning. 
^* If I say, I will declare thus, 

Behold, I should deal fulsely with the generation of thy 
children. 
^^ And I meditated to know this ; 

It was au evil in my eyes ; 
^^ Till I went in to the sanctuary of God, - 

Gave heed to their end. 
^^ Surely, thou dost set them in slippery places ; 

Thou dost cast them down to ruin. 
^^ How are they brought to desolation as in a moment! 

They are swept away, they are consumed with terrors. 
^^ As a dream when one awakes, 

O Lord, when thou awakest, thou dost despise their image. 
21 For my heart is embittered, 

And 1 am pierced in my reins. 

V". 10. The sense appears to be : Therefore do hia people (God's peo- 
ple) turn away hither (from the right way into these forbidden ways, where 
they see others prospering), and find a full supply (waters in abundance). 
In the next following verse tbis practical atheism finds expression in 
words. 

V. 15. If I say.] Purpose in my heart. — Declare thus.] Hake known 
these perplexing doubts. 

V. 20. Their image.] Their pomp of pride and power ; as unsubstan- 
tial, and as despicable in the sight of God, when he awakes to deal with 
them, as is a dream of the night, after awaking. 

Y. 21. For.] Eesumingthe thought from YV, 16, n, and hia state of 
mind there referred to, as an introduction to the just condemnation of him- 
self in v. 22. 
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^^ And I am brutish, and know not ; 

A beast have 1 been before thee, 
■■i^ But I am continually with thee ; 

Thou, liast kept hold of my right hand. 
2* Thou wilt guide me by thy counsel, 

And afterward wilt receive me to glory. 
^^ Whom have I in heaven? 

And with thee I have no delight on the earth. 
^^ My strength and my heart fail ; 

The rock of my heart and my portion is God forevermore. 
2' For lo, they that are far from thee shall perish ; 

Thou hast destroyed all that adulterously forsake thee. 
2« And as for me, to draw near to God is good for me. 

I have made the Lord Jehovah my refuge, 

That I may tell of all thy works. 



PSALM LXXIV. 

Didactic [Fsaltn] of Asaph. 

I Wherefore, God, hast thou cast off forever? 

Why docs thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy 
pasture ? 
' Remember thy congregation thou didst purchase of old, 

Didst redeem as the tribe of thine inheritance, 

This mount Zion wherein thou hast dwelt. 



V. 25. With thee.] Eilber, with thee for my own, that is, having 
thee ; or, along with thee, in addition to thee. 

V. 26. I'lje rock of my heart.] Its firm and unfailing support. 

V. 21. Adulteronsly forsake thee.] Representing God's spiritual rela- 
tion to Lis choscD people by that of the husband to the wife (compare Jer. 
3 : 14, " for I am married to you"), and idolatry as unfaithfulness to that 
relation, 

V. 2. Tribe of thine inheritance.] Compare Is. 63 : H, "the tribes 
of thine iiihevitancc." 

The words may be rendered (in the same general sense), a people for 
thy possession. The same expression occurs in the New Testament ; 
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^ Lift thy steps to tlie perpetual ruins, 
Ail that the enemy has wickedly done in the sanctuary. 

* Thine adversaries have roared in the midst of thine assem- 

Wy; 

Their ensigns they have set for signa. 
^ It seems as when one lifts up axes, 

In the thicket of the wood ; 
^ So now all the carved work thereof 

With axe and hammers they beat down. 
' They have set on fire thy sanctuary ; 

To the ground have they profaned the dwelling-place of 
thy name. 
^ They said in their heart : Let us destroy them together ; 

They have burned all God's places of assembly in the land. 

* Our signs we see not ; 
There is no prophet any more, 

Nor is there any among us that knows how long. 
^•^ How long, O God, shall the foe reproach? 
Shall the enemy contemn thy name forever ? 



Tit. 2:14, "and cleanse for himself a people for a possession" (Revieed 
Version, " a people to be his own") ; 1 Pot. 2 : 9 (Revised Version cor- 
rectly, " a people for a possession"). 

V, 4. Have roared.] Like wild beasts. 

V. 4, 2d member. Their ensigns.] Their banners, as the Hebrew 
word is used in Num. 2:2. 

For signs.] Tokens to them of triumph and conquest ; to ua, of hu- 
miliation and abandonment by God. Compare v. 9. 

The same Hebrew word is here rendered ensign and sign, having both 
these senses. Some would translate, Their signs they have set for signs. 
" Their signe " meaning either the inavks of their ravages, or their idola- 
trous images, or their unholy rites, or all these. " They have set for 
signs," in the sense above given.* 

V. 5. Their ravages are as reckless and destructive as the woodman's 
axe in the forest. 

V. S. God's places of assembly.] For religious instruction and devo- 
tion, not for services peculiar to the temple. 

thoncli it would not auggest itself to via ; and the n 
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" Wherefore dost thou withdraw thy hand, even thy right 
hand ? 

Forth from the midst of thy "bosom destroy ! 
1^ And God is my king of old, 

"Working dehverances in the earth. 
" Thou didst cleave the sea by thy strength ; 

Didst break the heads of monsters on the waters. 
^* Thou didst crush the heads of leviathan, 

Didst give him for food to them that people the desert, 
1^ Thou didst break open the fountain and brook ; 

Tliou didst dry up ever-flowing streams. 
^^ Thine is the day, yea night is thine ; 

Thou hast prepared the light and sun. 
^' Thou hast set all the bounds of the earth ; 

Summer and winter, — thou hast formed them. 
^^ Remember this, an enemy has reproached Jehovah, 

And a foolish people have contemned thy name. 
1^ Do not give over to the greedy herd thy turtle-dove ; 

The congregation of thy poor do not forget forever, 
^'* Have respect to the covenant ; 

For the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations 
of cruelty. 
^' Let not the oppressed turn hack ashamed ; 

Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 

V, 11. Forth from the midst of thy bosom.] Whence the destroying 
force, now reposing inactive there, shall be drawn forth. 

V. 13. Didst cleave the sea.] Ex. 14; 21. 

T. 14. Leviathan,*] A genera! name for reptiles and fisVies of mon- 
strous size ; as the serpent (or dragon) Is. 27 : 1, Job 3:8; the crocodile 
Job 41 : 1 ; a sea-monster {the whale, for example) Ps. 104 : 26. As the 
crocodile, it here symbolizes Egypt (compare the similar Ciise in Ps. 68 : 30) 
and the representatives of its power, whoso bodies were given for food 
(next verse) to beasts of prey that peopled the desert. Compare Ex. 14 : 30. 

V. 14, 2d member. That people the desert.] Beasts of prey. 

V. 15, 1st member. See Nmn. 20 : II, and compare Is. 48 : 21. 

V. 16, 2d member. Pee Ex. 14 : 21 (properly, returned to its cease- 
less flowing), arid Josh. 3 : 16, 11. 

» Here for tto class to whjcli the Iniliviiliifll belongs, with the effect of a ploral, 
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* Arise, God, plead thine own cause ; 

Remember tliou art reproached by the fool daily. 
' Do not forget the voice of thine adversaries, 

The noise of them that rise against thee, ascending contin- 
ually. 



PSALM LXXV. 
To the cliief Musician. Do not Destroy. A Psalm of Asaph. A S 

^ We give thanks to thee, God, we give thanks j 
And that thy name is near, thy wonders have told. 

^ For I will take a sot time ; 
I, I will judge equitably. 

^ The earth and all that dwell in it are dissolving ; 
I, I bear up its pillars. (Pause.) 

* I said to the fools : Do not deal foolishly, 
And to the wicked : Do not lift up the horn, 

^ Do not lift up on high your horn, 
Nor speak with a stiff neck. 

* For not from the east, and not from the west, 
And not from the south, is promotion. 

' For God is judge ; 
He puts down one, and raises up another. 



Pa. Ixxv. (title). Dij not destroy.] See the remark on Ps. Ivii. (titiy). 
. T. 1. Near.] For Jielp ; a present God, ever at hand, to be invoked in 
t!ie moment of need. Deut. 4 : 7. 

V. 3. DisBoIving.] Melting away, sinking into ruiii ; a picture o£ so- 
cial and political disorder and dissolution. 

V. 3, 2d member. I bear up its pillars.] I maintain order and peace. 

It is common to regard vv. 2 and 3 (and some include the following one) 
as the language of the Almighty, abruptly introduced as speaking, as in 
Ps. 46 : 10. But it is also appropriate language for the magistrate, to whom 
it belongs, as God's representative, to maintain civil and social order, as 
well as for one speaking in his name, aud on his behalf. Compare v. 10. 

V. 4. Horn.] The symbol of strength, and also of pride and insolent 
defiance. To lift up the horn of any one (v. 10) means to strengtiien him, 
and add to his power and dignity. 
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^ For ill the hand of Jehovah is a cup, 

And it foams with wine, full of mixture ; 

And he pours out thereof. 

Yea, its dregs they shall wring out, shall drink, 

AH the wicked of the earth. 
' But I, I will make known forever ; 

1 will sing praise to the God of Jacob. 
' And all the horns of the wicked will I cut off; 

The horns of the righteous shall be lifted up. 



PSALM LXXTI. 

To the chief Musician. On stringed instruinenta. A Paaltn of Aaa,ph 
A Song. 

^ In Judah is Gl-od known ; 

His name is great in Israel. 
^ And in Salem was his tabernacle, 

And his dwelling-place in Zion. 
' There broke he the arrows of the bow, 

Shield, and sword, and war. {Pause.) 

* Resplendent art thou, glorious, 
More than the mountains of prey. 

* The strong of heart were despoiled ; 
They have slept their sleep, 

And none of the men of might found their hands. 



V. 8, Mixture.] Of Bpicee and wino, to increase its intoxicating- power. 

Ps. Ixxvi. ia one of the most animated of the maoy psalms written in 
commemoration of the great deliverance recorded in Is. 37 : 33-36 

T. 3. Hebrew, lightnings of the bow ; a poetical term for tlio arrow, 
expressive of its swiftness and destructive force. 

T. i. Mountains of prey.] The abode of beaaia of prey ; in their wild 
magnificence combining grandeur and sublimity with dread. 

V. 5. Found their hands] Found the use of them, wore able to em- 
ploy them in defense ; so sudden and unlocked for, and so inevitable, was 
tho destruction. Oompare the aimilar phrase in 2 Sam. 7 : 27 (properly, 
found heart to pray this prayer). 
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' At thy rebuke, God of Jacob, 

They lay in deep sleep, both chariot and horse. 
' Thou, teiTible art thou ; 

And who may stand before thee when once thou art angry ? 
* From heaven thou didst cause judgment to be heard ; 

Earth feared, and was still, 
9 When God arose to judgment, 

To save all the humble of the earth. {Pause.) 
' For the wrath of man shall praise Ihee, 

The remnant of wrath thou girdest on. 
' Vow, and pay to Jehovah your God ; 

Let all that are about him bring gifts to him that should be 
feared. 
2 He cuts off the spirit of princes ; 

He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 



PSALM LXXTIL 

To the cliief Musician over Jeduthun. A Faalm of Asaph. 

1 My voice is xmto God, and I will cry ; 
My voice is unto God, and do thou give ear to me. 

* In the day of my distress I sought the Lord ; 

My baud by night was stretched out, and slackened not. 
My soul refused to be comforted. 
- 3 I call God to mind, and sigh ; 

I lament, and my spirit faints. {Pause.) 

* Thou hast held my eyes waking, 
I am disquieted, and can not speak. 

s I thought on the days of old, 
The years of ancient times. 



v. 6. Lay in deep sleep.] Compare, on vv. 5, 6, Is. 31 : 36. 
T. 8. Was still.] With awo and dread. 

Y. 10. Thou girdcat on,] Aa a weapon. Even to the last remnant, it 
shall serve as part of Ihe armory of God. 

Ps. IxKvii. (tiLle). Over JediUhun]. See the remark on Ps. Isii. (title). 
Y. 2. Slackened not.] Was unwearied in the attitude of supplication. 
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* I call to mind my song in the night ; 

I commune with my heart, 

And my spirit makes seavch, 
^ Will the Lord cast off forever ? 

And will he favor no more ? 
^ Has his mercy ceased forever ? 

Has the promise failed to all generations ? 
» Has the Mighty One forgotten to be gracious, 

Or in anger shut up his tender mercies? [Pause.) 
" And I said : This is my infirmity ! 

Years of the right hand of the Most High 
" Will I commemorate, — the deeds of Jah. 

For I will remember thy wonders from of old ; 
1^ And I will meditate on all thy work, 

And think on all thy doings. 
1' God, in holiness is thy way ; 

Who is a Mighty One, great like God? 
'* Thou art the Mighty One, doing wonders ; 

Thou hast made known thy strength among the peoples. 
" Thou hast redeemed with the arm thy people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. (Pause.) 
11 The waters saw thee, God ; 

The waters saw thee, they trembled; 

Tea, the depths quaked. 
" The clouds poured out water ; 

The skies uttered a voice ; 

Yea, thine arrows went abroad. 
18 The voice of thy thunder rolled along ; 

Lightnings Hghtened the world ; 

The earth quaked and shook. 

V. 6, My song in the night.] In former esperienccs of the divine 
favor. Makea search.] For an anawer to the questions that follow. 

V. 8. Tlie piomiso.] To tlie chosen seed, many times repeated. 

V. 11. Jah.] Seo the note on Ps. 68 : 5. 

v. 15. Pause.] See the remark on Ps. 3 i 2, " The music hcrocomos 
in, and the whole strophe (vv. 13-15) is an overture to tho following hymn 
to Qi>d, the Deliverer from Egypt." (Delilzsch, on the passage) 

TV. IC-SO. Ex. 14 : 19-31. 
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^^ Thy way was in the sea, 

And thy paths in great waters, 

And thy footsteps were not known. 
2" Thou didst guide thy people Hke a flock, 

By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

PSALM LXSVIII. 

Didactic [Psalm] of Asaph. 
1 Give ear, my people, to my law ; 

Incline your ear to the sayings of my mouth. 
^ I will open my mouth in a parable ; 

I will utter dark sayings from of old. 
3 What we have heard, and have known, 

And our fathers have told us, 
* We will not hide from their children ; 

Recounting to after generations the praises of Jehovah, 

And his might, and his wonders which he wrought. 
^ For he set up a testimony in Jacob, 

And appointed a law in Israel ; 

Which he commanded our fathers, 

To make them known to their sons. 
« To the end that after generations might know ; 

Sons might be born, 

Might arise and tell to their sons ; 
' And might place in God their hope, 

And not forget the deeds of the Mighty One, 

And might keep his commandments ; 
^ And not be as their fathers, 

A stubborn and rebelUous generation ; 

A generation that was not steadfast in their heart. 

And their spirit was not truthful with God. 
^ The sons of Bphraim, armed bowmen, 

Turned back in the day of conflict. ^^^^^ 

V. 9. Sons of Ephraim.] Representing ihe kingdom of tlie revolted ten 
tribes. 

V. fi, Sd member. Turned back ] From tlie conflict to be waged for 
the extermination of idolatry from the land. 
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They kept not the covenant of God, 
And ill his law they refused to ■walk. 
^ And they forgot his deeds, 
And his wonders which he showed them. 

In the sight of their fathers he wrought wonders, 
In the land of Egypt, the plain of Zoan. 
* He divided the sea, and let tbcra pass through ; 
And he made the waters stand as a heap. 
And he guided them in the cloud by day, 
And every night in the light of fire. 

He clave rocks in the wilderness, 
And gave them water as the depths, abundantly. 
^^ And he brought flowing streams out of the cliff, 
And made waters run down like rivers. 

And they continued still to sin against him. 
To rebel against the Most High in the desert. 
■^ And they tempted God in their heart, 
3 as to ask food for their greediness. 
^ And they spoke against God ; 
They said: Is the Mighty One able 
To spread a table in the wilderness? 
^^ Lo, he smote the rock, and the waters flowed, 
And streams gushed out. 
Will he also be able to give bread, 
Or will he provide flesh for bis people ? 
^^ Therefore, Jehovah heard and was wroth ; 
And fire was kindled in Jacob, 
And also anger rose up against Israel ; 
^^ Because they did not beHeve in God, 

And trusted not in his deliverance. 

^^ And he commanded the skies above. 

And the doors of heaven he opened ; 

v. 12. Zoan.] See tlie writei'a remark on Gen. 12 : lo, second para- 

V. 14, Hia presence in tlie cloud, and in the pillar of fire (Ex. 13 ; 21, 
23), was their guide. 

Y. 15. CUvo rocks.] Ex. !T : G ; Niim. 20 : 8-11. 

V, 16. Out of the cliff.] As pmperly translated, Num. 20 ; 8. 



./Google 



^^ And i-alned upon them manna for food, 

And grain of heaven lie gave them. 
5* Bread of the mighty did man eat ; 

He sent tiiem provision in abundance, 
^s He caused an east-wind to blow in the heavens, 

And led by his strength a south-wind. 
" And ho rained flesh upon them as the dust, 

And winged fowl as the sand of the seas ; 
S8 And let them fall in the midst of his encampment, 

Round about his dwellings. 
2" And they ate and were fully satisfied, 

And he brought them their desire. 
30 They were not estranged from their desire,— 

Their food was yet in Ibcir mouths, — 
" And tiie anger of God came up against them, 

And he slew among the stoutest of them, 

And Israel's young men he brought low. 
sii For all this, they still sinned, 

And believed not in his wonders. 
*» And he consumed their days in vanity, 

And their years in terror. 
" If he slew them, then they sought him, 

And returned, and eagerly inquired after God. 
8s And they remembered that God was their rock. 

And the Mighty One, the Most High, their redeemer. 
^^ But they deceived him with their mouth. 

And with their tongue they lied to him ; 
3^ And their heart was not steadfast with him. 

And they were not truthful to liis covenant. 



V. 26. The mSglity, ] Angels are meant, who arc ealletl " migliLy in 
strength," Pa. 103 : 30. 

T. 30. Not estranged from iheir desire.] Not yet satisfied with food ; 
it was 3ti!l in Iheir mouths (nest member). 

V. 33. Believed not in his wonders.] Saw in tlicm no ground of faith 
and trust for the future. Compare Num. 14 : 11. 

T, 33. Consumed, etc ] During the long iuid fruitless wanderings and 
perils in tho desert. 
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^ But he, the compassionate, covers iniquity, and destroys 
not ; 

And many times he turned away his anger, 

And would not rouse up all his wrath. 
'^ For he remembered that they were flesh,— 

A breath, that goes, and returns not. 
*" now oft they rebelled against him in the wilderness, 

Grieved him in the desert ! 
" And they tempted God anew, 

And offended the Holy One of Israel. 
*^ They remembered not Jiis hand, 

The day when he redeemed tliem from the foe ; 
** When ho set his signs in Egypt, 

And his portents in the plain of Zoan ; 
** And turned their rivers inio blood, 

And their streams they could not drink. 
" He sent among them flies, and they devoured them, 

And frogs, and they desolated them. 
*^ And he gave their increase to the caterpillar, 

And their labor to the locust. 
*' He killed their vines with hail, 

And their sycamores with frost ; 
" And delivered up their cattle to the hail. 

And their herds to the lightnings. 
*® He cast upon them the burning of his anger, 

Wrath, and indignation, and anguish. 

An embassy of angels of evil. 

T. 43. Set his signs.] Not simply wrought wonders, bat set thorn as 
signs, as permanent memorials, of liis presence and power. Set his signs, 
therefore, expresses not a passing act, but something abiding and perma- 
nent— Portents.] See the remark on Ps. 105 : 6. 

TV. 49,50. These remarkable lines introduce the last great plague ; 
when, " at midnlgbt, Jehovah smote all the firstborn of Egypt, from the first- 
born of Phnraoh that sat on his throne, to the firstborn of tlie captive in the 
dungeon, and all the flrstborii of cattle ;" " and there was a great cry in 
Egypt, for ttiere was not a house where there was not one dead." (Ex. 
12 r 29, 30.) This was, truly, " an embassy of angels of evil ;" and well is 
it said, tliat Jehovah " leveled a path for his anger." It had free course. 
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5f He leveled a path for tis anger. 

He withheld not their soul from death, 
And their life he delivered up to the plague. 
" And he smote every firstborn in Egypt, 

The firstlings of strength in the tents of Ham. 
^^ And he removed, aa a flock, his own people, 
And guided them, as a herd, in the wilderness ; 
S3 And he led them on safely, and they feared not, 

But their enemies the sea overwhelmed. 
^* And he brought them to his holy border, 

This mountain, which his right hand won. 
S5 And he drove out nations before them. 
And allotted them an inheritance by line, 
And caused the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents, 
^^ And they tempted and rebelled against G-od, Most High, 

And his testimonies they did not keep. 
5T And they turned back, and dealt falsely like their fathers ; 

They turned aside like a deceitful bow. 
^^ And they provoked his displeasure with their high places, 

And moved him to jealousy with their graven images. 
^^ God heard, and was wroth. 

And greatly abhorred Israel. 
6» And ho rejected the dwelling at Shiloh, 

The tabernacle which he set up among men ; 
^1 And gave up to captivity his strength. 
And his glory into the hand of the foe. 
^^ And he delivered up his people to the sword. 
And was wroth with his inheritance. 

V. r)2. Removed, as a flock.] As the shepherd rcmovea liis flock, fvom 
one place of encampment and pasturage to another, 

V, 54. Border.] By this is here meant the whole circuit of the lioly 
land, with all that it inclosed. 

V. 55. Allotted.] Josh. 13 : 6, "divide thou it by lot to the Israelites 
for an inheritance."— By line.] Meoeuring line. For this practice, com- 
pare Am. T : 11. 

T. 00. ad member. See ,Tosh. 18 : 1. 

V. 61. See 1 Sam. i : 11. 
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" His young men fire consumed, 

And his maidens were not praised. 
" His priests fell by the sword, 

And his widows wept not, 
■" And the Lord awalied, ns one that slept ; 

As a mighty man jubilant with wine. 
"^ And he srnote baclt his foes, 

lie laid upon them eternal reproach. 
" And he rejected the tabernacle of Joseph ; 
And the tribe of Ephraim he did not choose. 
"^ And he chose the tribe of Judah, 
The Mount Zion which he loved. 

And ho built his sanctuary as the heights of heaven. 
As the earth which he founded forever. 
™ And he chose David his servant. 

And took him from the sheepfolds. 
" Prom following the suckling owes he took him. 
To be shepherd over Jacob his people, 
And over Israel his inheritance. 
" And he fed them after the integrity of his heart 
And by the skillfnlness of his hands he led them. ' 



PSALM LXXIX. 

A Psalm of Aaaph. 

' God, the heathen have come into thy inheritance ■ 

They have defiled thy holy temple ; ' 

They have made Jerusalem heaps. 
' They have made the dead bodies of thy servants 

Food for the fowls of heaven. 

The flesh of thy saints for the beasts of the earth 



J_ 63. Fite.] Of desolating war. Hum. 2f : 28 ; ts. 26 : 11 • Jer. 



48 ; 45. 

n marriag 



T. 63, 2d member. Wove not prai.oA] In nnplial song,. S„„e were 
■lage. 
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^ They have shed Lheir blood hke water, 

Round about Jerusalem, and there is none to bury. 
* We have become a contempt to our neighbors, 

A scorn and derision to those around us. 
5 How long, Jehovah ! Wilt thou be angry forever? 

Will thy jealousy burn like fire ? 
^ Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen who know thee 
not, 

And upon the kingdoms that call not on thy name. 
' For they have devoured Jncob, 

And have laid waste his dwelling-place, 
s Eemember not against us the iniquities of the forefathers. 

Haste, let thy compassions meet us ; 

For we are brought very low. 
s Help us, God of our salvation, 

On account of the honor of thy name ; 

And rescue us, and cover over our sins, 

For the sake of thy name. 
" Wherefore should the heathen say : Where is their God? 

Let there be known among the heathen, in our sight, 

The avenging of the blood of thy servants that is shed. 
" Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee ; 

According to the greatness of thine arm spare those appointed 
to death, 
li* And return to our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom, 

Their reproach, wherewith they reproached thee, Lord. 
IS And we, thy people, and flock of thy pasture. 

Will give thanks to thee forever ; 

To generation and generation we will recount thy praise. 



V. 3. Therfc ia none to bury.] To do the office of burying. 

v. 5. 2d member. Will thy jealousy burn like fire?] Jealousy, of 
every .rival in the regard of hia people. Compare the remark on Ps. 
73 : 2T ; and for the whole expreadon, see DcuL 32 : 21, 22. 

V. 8. Meet ue.] Anticipate our need. 

V. 11, 3d member. The greatness of thine arm.] ItK power to reach 
d rescue lliose who are in greatest need. 
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PSALM LXXX. 

To the cliief Musician, To [the melody] " Lilies, a Testimony." A Psalm 
of Asaph. 

^ Shepherd of Israel give ear ; 

Thou that leadest Joseph as a flock, 

Thou that sittest above the cherubim, shine forth. 
^ Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

Kouse up thy might, 

And come for our salvation, 
^ O God, restore us ; 

And cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

* Jehovah, God of hosts, 

How long art thou angry at the prayer of thy people ? 

* Thou hast made them eat the bread of tears, 
And given them tears to drink by the measure. 

^ Thou makest us a strife to our neighbors ; 

And our enemies make themselves sport, 
^ God of hosts, restore us; 

And cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

* A vine thou didst remove out of Egypt, 
Didst drive out nations, and plant it. 

^ Thou hast cleared away before it ; 

And it struck down its roots, and it fllled the land. 
" The mountains were covered with its shade. 

And its boughs were as the cedars of God. 
*^ And it sent out its branches unto the sea, 

And its suckers to the river. 
'^ Wherefore hast thou broken down its walls. 

And all pluck it that pass by the way? 

V. 5. By the measure.] By tlie moasure-full, in abimdanoe. 

T. 10, Were as tho cedars of God.] Not that sucli a vine ever 
literally existed ; but the figure reprcsciita the wonderful growth of the 
people as literally fovetold in Gen. 28 ; 14, Josh, 1 : i, and elsewhere.* 
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" The boar out of the wood wastes it, 

And the beaat of the field feeds on it. 
^* God of hosts, return we pray. 

Look from heaven, and behold. 

And visit this vine ; 
1^ And shelter what thy right hand planted, 

And the child thou hast made strong for thyself, 
'fi It is burned with lire ; it is cut down ; 

At the rebuke of thy countenance they perish. 
" Let tliy hand be over the man of thy right hand, 

Over the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 
1* And we will not go back ; 

Thou wilt qiiieken ns, and we will call on Ihy name. 
IS Jehovah, God of hosts, restore us ; 

Cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

PSALM LXXXI. 

To the cliicf Musician. On the Gittith- [A Psalm] of Asaph, 

1 Make a joyful noise to God, our strength ; 
Shout aloud to the God of Jacob. 

2 Raise a song, and let the timbrel sound, 
The sweet harp, with the lute. 

* Blow the trumpet in the new moon ; 

In the full moon, on the day of our solemn feast, 

* For this is a statute for Israel, 
An ordinance of the God of Jacob. 

^ He appointed it for a testimony in Joseph, 
"When he went forth over the land of Egypt, 
I heard a language that I knew not. 

V. 15. Made strong.] Beared to a condition of maturity and strength. 

Psalm Ixxxi. (title). On the Gittith.] See the remark on Ps. viii. 
(title). 

V. 5. Went forth over the land of Egypt.] See Bs. 11 : i, " At mid- 
night will I go forth in the midst of Egypt ;" and compare Mic. 1 : a. 

V. 5, 3d member. Language that I know not] Either the Linguage 
of Egypt, a. foreign tongue to tlie Hebrews ; or, as now generally nnder- 
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* I removed his shoulder from the burden, 
His hands withdrew from the basket. 

' In the distress thou didst call, and I rescued thee ; 
I answered thee in the veil of thunder. 
I proved thee at the Waters of Strife. (Pause.) 

* Hear, my people, and I will testify against thee, 
Israel, if thou wilt hearken to me. 

^ There shall not be in thee a strange god, 

And thou shalt not worship a foreign god. 
^° 1, Jehovah, am thy God, 

He that brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
^^ And my people hearkened not to my voice, 

And Israel did not incline to iTie, 
*^ And I gave them up to the stubbornness of their heart ; 

They go on in their own counsels. 
^' If my people hearkened to my voice. 

If Israel would walk in my ways ; 
'* Soon would I humble their enemies. 

And again lay my hand on their foes. 
'^ Haters of Jehovah should profess submission to him ; 

And their time should be forever. 
" He would feed them with the marrow of the wheat ; 

And with lioney out of the rock would I satisfy thee. 

stood, the encouraging language of their Deliverer (see Ibc two following 
verses), to them new and nu intelligible. Compare Ex. 6 ; 9, " They heark- 
ened not to Moses, for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage." 

V. C. The basket.] For carrying burdens, with the hands or on the 
head, as represented on the monuments of ancient Egypt. Compare Gen. 
40 ; IC, n, and the writer's note on the pac:sage,* 

T. 1. Veil of thunder.] The thunder-cloud. 

V. 10, 3d member. The implication is, that no other source of good 
need be sought. 

V. 15. Their time.] Israel's time ; his duration as a favored people, 

V. 1 6. Tho marrow of the wheat.] The most nutritioris wheat. 

* TIio irord may also lie translated pots ; namely, ci 
donbtlcas a pHrt of tlie labiir of the Hebrewa " in cla 
their lion d age in Egypt. Unt this meaning nf the wor 



, Google 



PSALMS. 
PSALM LXSXII. 

A Psalm of Asaph, 
God stands in the congregation of the Mighty On 
In the midst of the gods he judges. 

2 How long will ye judge wrongfully, 

And accept the persons of the wicked? (Pause.) 

3 Judge the weak and the orphan ; 
Do justice to the afflicted and poor. 

* DeUver the weak and needy ; 
Rescue from the hand of the wicked. 

* They know not, and they will not understand ; 
They go their way in darkness. 

All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
6 I, I have said : Ye are gods, 

And sons of the Highest, all of you. 
' Yet surely as men shall ye die, 

And as any of the princes shall ye fall. 
" Arise, God, judge the earth ; 

For thou shalt inherit among all the nations. 



PSALM LXXXIIL 

A Song. A Paalm of Asaph. 

^ GrOD, do not thou be quiet ; 

Do not hold thy peace, and do not rest, O Mighty One. 
! Por lo, thine enemies rage, 

And thy haters have lifted up the head. 



V 1 2d member. Gods.] So magistrales, aa representing God's ju- 
dicial sovereignty (Rom. 13 -. i), arc called in Ex. 21 : 6, 23 : 8, 9 (properly 
gods, instead of judges.) 

V". .f), 3d member. Fonndations.] Of social order ; those institutions 
of civil government on wliich the peace and security of society rest. 
When these fail, society is disorganized, and falls into ruin. Compare 
Ps. 11 : 3, and P^. 15 : 8. 

T. 8. Blialt inherit among,] fehall have inheritance iuiiong tliem. 
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' Against thy people they take crafty couiise!, 
And they consult together against thy hidden ones. 

* They have said : Come, let us destroy them from being a 

nation, 
And let the name of Israel be remembered no more. 

* For they have taken counsel in heart together. 
Against thee they make a league ; 

« The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 

Moab and the Hagaritea ; 
' Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, 

Philiatia, with the inhabitants of Tyre. 
" Also Asshur is joined with them ; 

They have become an arm to the sons of Lot. (Pause.) 
^ Do to them as to Midian, 

As to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook Kishon.' 
^^ They were destroyed at Endor ; 

They became dung for the ground. 
" Make them, their nobles, as Oreb and as Zeeb, 

And all their princes as Zcbah and as Zalmunna. 
^ "Who have said : Let us take possession for ourselves, 

Of the dwelling-places of God. 
13 My God, make them like the whirling dust, 

Like chaff before the wind. 
" As fire consumes a forest. 

And as a flame kindles mountains ; 
" So wilfc thou pursue them with thy tempest, 

And with thy whirlwind terrify them. 
IS Fill their face with shame, 

And they shall seek thy name, Jehovah ! 
" They shall be shamed and terror-stricken forever, 

And shall be confounded and perish. 
•^ And they shall know that thou, thy name Jeliovah, alone. 

Art Most High over all the earth. 



V. 3. Thy hidden ones.] Tliose under thy protection. Compare Pse. 
n : 8 ; 21 : 5 -, 31 : 20 ; 64 ; 3 ; 91 -. 1. 

T. 5, Til lieart.] The source of their evil mftchinatione. Compare Ps. 

.'>8 ; 3. 
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rSALM LXXXIV. 

To tliL- chief Musician. On the Gittitli. A Psalm of the Sona of Korah. 

^ How lovely are thy dwellings, 
Jehovali of hosts ! 

* My soul longs, yea even faints, 
For the courts of Jehovah. 

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
^ Yea, the sparrow has found a house. 
And the swallow has a nest, 
"Where she lays her young, — 
Thine altars, Jehovah of hosts, 
My king, and my God ! 

* Happy they who dwell in thy house ; 
Continually do they praise thee. {Pause.) 

^ Happy the man who has his strength in thee, 
In their heart the pilgrim-ways. 

* Passing through the valley of weeping. 
They make it a place of fountains ; 

Yea, the autumn rain clothes it with blessings. 
' They go from strength to strength ; 
They appear, each one, before God in Zion. 

* Jehovah, God of hosts, hear my prayer ; 
Give ear, God of Jacob. (Pause.) 

^ Behold, God, our shield, 

. And look on the face of thine anointed. 
" For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand ; 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 

Than dwell in the Lents of wickedness. 
" For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield ; 

Grace and glory will Jehovah give. 

He withholds no good from them that walk uprightly. 
^^ Jehovah of hosts, 

Happy the man that trusts in thee ! 

v. 5. The pilgi'im-waya,] By whicli the people went up to the annual 
feaBts. Oompurc Ts. 122 : i. 
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PSALM LXXXT. 

To tbe chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

^ Thou wast favorable, Jehovah, to thy land ; 

Thou didst turn the captivity of Jacob, 
^ Thou didst take away the iniquity of thy people. 

Didst cover all their sin. [Pause.) 
' Thou didst withdraw all thy wrath ; 

Didst turn away from the burning of thine anger. 

* Restore us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause thy displeasure against us to cease. 
^ Wilt tliou forever be angry with us ? 

Wilt tbou draw out thine anger to generation and genera- 
tion ? 
^ Wilt not thou again revive us, 

And thy people shall rejoice in thee ? 
' Let us see thy mercy, Jehovah, 

And grant us thy salvation. 

* I will hear what the Mighty One, Jehovah, will speak ; 
Por he will speak peace to his people and to his saints : 
And let them not turn again to folly. 

^ Surely, his salvation is near to them that fear him, 

That glory may dwell in our land. 
'" Mercy and truth have met together ; 

Righteousness and peace have kissed each other, 
" Truth springs up out of the earth. 

And righteousness looks down from heaven. 

VV. 1-3, Waat, etc.] In former scaaons of national calamity. 

T. 1. Turn the captivity.] Compare Vs. li : 1, and the writer's re- 
mark on Job 43 ; 10.* 

V. i. Eeatore us.] Or, Turn to us. 

V. 12. The [promised] good.] See Lev, 26 : i, from which tiie words 
of the next line are taken, 

* " Captivity ma3 than no imnsaal calamity ; anfl tlie pbrase naturally Ijeoa me aproveriiial 
one, for roatoration from deep afaiction to former prosperity." iBoolc ofjiib. Port Second, 
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' Yea, Jehovah will give the [promised] good, 
And our land will yield its increase. 

* Righteousness shall go before him, 
And shall make his footsteps a way. 



PSALM LXXXVI. 
A Prayer of David. 

^ Incline thine ear, Jehovah, and answer me, 

For I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my fioul, for I am a beloved one. 

Save thy servant, thou my God, 

That trusts in thee. 
^ Be gracious to me, Lord, 

For to thee do I cry all the day. 

* Rejoice the soul of thy servant; 
I^or to thee do I lift up my soul. 

* For thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive, 
And abundant in mercy to all that call upon thee. 

^ Give e:ir, Jehovah, to my prayer. 

And attend to the voice of my supplications. 
^ In the day of my distress I call upon thee ; 

For thou wilt answer me. 
^ There is none like thee among the gods, O Lord, 

And no works like thine. 
^ All nations, which tiiou hast made. 

Shall come and bow down before thee, Lord, 
And shall give glory to thy name. 
" For thou art great, and doest wonders ; 

Thou art God alone. 
'^ Teach me, Jehovah, thy way ,■ 
I will walk in thy truth. 
Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

V. 13 ShiiU make hia footsteps n way,] The righteousness, that pre- 
cedes and directs his steps, shall make them a way for hie people to follow 
him. 
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" I will praise thee, Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

And will glorify thy name forevermore. 
13 poj. great is thy mercy toward me ; 

And thou hast rescued my soul from the underworld beneath. 
'* G-od, the proud have risen up against mc, 

And an assembly of the violent have sought after my soul, 

And have not set thee before them. 
^^ But thou, Lord, art a God compassionate and gracious, 

Long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth. 
^* Turn toward me, and be gracious to me ; 

Give thy strength to thy servant. 

And grant deliverance to the son of thy handmaid. 
" Show me a token for good ; 

And they that hate me ehall see and be ashamed, 

i thou, Jehovah, hast helped me, and comforted rae. 



PSALM LXXXVII. 

A Psalm of the Sons of Korah A Song. 

' His foundation is in the holy mountains. 
^ Jehovah loves the gates of Zion, 

More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
' Glorious things are spoken of thee, 

city of God. (Pause.) 
* I will make mention of Rahab, and Babylon, among them 
. that know me ; 

Behold, Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia ; 

This one was born there. 
" And of Zion it shall be said : 

This and that man was born in her ; 

And He, the Most High, will establish her. 

V. 3. Gloriona things are spoken of thee.] With this and tlie follow- 
ing three verses comparn such prophetic views as Is. 2 : 2, 3, 11: 10, and 
theirfulfihnent, Eph. 2 : 11-20, 0olosa.3;ll. Zion is to become a new 
birthplace, to all the nations. 

V. 4, 3d member. There,] The " city of God" (v. 3) is meant. 
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PSALMS. 

" Jeliovah win count, in wriling up the peoples, 
This one was born there. (Pause.) 

' And singers as well as players [say :] 
All iny epruigs are in thee, 



PSALM LXXXTIIT. 

A Song. A Psalm of the Soes of Korah. To the chief Musiciim, On 

occaaion of affiictiou by eickneaa. Didactic [Psalm] of Hernan 

the Earahite. 

1 Jehovah, God of my salvation, 
By day 1 cry out, by night, before thee. 

* Let my prayer come before thee ; 
Licliiie thine ear to my cry. 

^ For my soul is full of troubles; 
And my life draws near to the underworld. 

* I am reckoned with them that go down to the pit ; 
I am become as a man without strength ; 

^ Forsaken among the dead, 

Like the slain that lie in the grave ; 

Whom thou rememberest no more, 

And they are cut off from thy hand. 
® Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit ; 

Li dark places, in the depths. 
' Thy wrath Ilea heavy on me. 

And with all thy waves thou hast afflicted me. (Pause.) 
^ Thou hast put my acquaintance far away from me ; 

Thou hast made me an abomination to them ; 

Shut up, and I can not go forth, 
" My eye wastes away through affliction, 

I call upon thee, Jehovah, all the day ; 

I spread out my hands unto thee. 

V. 6. In wi'iting np the peoplca.] In regiatcring, or enrolling them. 
Compare Is. 4 : 3 ; properly, every one that is inscribed unto life (in the 
book of life), 

v. 5. Cut off from thy hand.] Removed beyond its reach. 
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10 7/"ilt thou do wonders to the dead ? 

■ Or will the shades rise up and praise thee ? {Pause.) 
" Will thy loving-kindness be tohl in tlie grave, 
Thy faithfulness in destruction ? 

12 Will thy wonders be made knovrn in the darkness, 
And thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness ? 

13 And I unto thee, Jehovah, have cried for help ; 
And in the morning my prayer shall come before thee. 

11 Wherefore, Jehovah, dost thou cast off iny soul, 
Dost hide thy face from me? 

" I am afflicted, and ready to expire, from my youth ; 

I have borne thy terrors ; am in despair. 
1^ Thine indignations have passed over me, 

Thy terrors have consumed me. 
" They have encompassed me like waters all the day ; 

Together they beset me round. 
IS Thou hast put far from me lover and friend ;— 

My acquaintance — the place of darkness ! 

V, 10. The shades.] DiBcmbodicd spirits, that survive the death of 
the body, and exist separate from it. See the writer'^ note on Job (Book 
of Job, Part Second), oh. 26 ; 5. 

This often repeated recognition, in the language itself, of the cnntinued 
separate existence of the soul, after the dissolution of the body, ia lost to 
tbo reader of the common English version. 

V. 18. The sentiment is : My former associates are estranged (corn^ 
pare v 8, " thou hast made me an abomination to them ") ; and for my ac- 
quaintance now, I have oi.ly darkness in its gloomy abode ! 

The whole lenor of the paalm, and tlie express declaration in v. 8, show 
that the ciimmon idea, of the removal of "lover, friend, and acquaintance" 
by death (founded on the mistranslationof the verse in our common English 
version) ia not the one intended by the Psalmist. However dear the 
thought thus originated may have become to the Christian mind, it must 
give place to the true meaning of the sacred writer.* 

• Some may ba intereslefl (o Imow, that it was not tliB original renderiiig of our Bible. 
The oldest rendering of tha Bnglieli Bible fi-om the Habrew ia : " My loyera and friends hast tliou 
put away from me, and turned away my acq^naintanOB ;" (the same sentiment b3 in v. 8). So 
the EnglisU Bible of 1535, and of 1537. To tha same efifect is the Genevan Version (1660): 
"My lovers and trienda hast Ih on put away from me, [a™i]mineaoquaintanco hid theroaalves." 
Cranmer's erroneous oonstrnution and rendering of the last clause, " and liid mine acquaint- 
anoe out of my sight," Bns fullowad in the Bighops' Bible (1588), " Thow hast pot away fiir 
from me my friend E,ni neighbor, (Ihmi hast hitt) mine acrinaintance ont of Eight" (margin, "in 
darkneas") , and thus led the way to tlio falae construction, and sentiment ju Kins; James's 
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PSALM LXXXIX. 

Didactic [Paalm] of Ethan the Ezrahite, 

^ I WILL sing of tho mercies of Jehovah forever ; 
To generation and generation will I make known thy faitli- 
fitlness with ray mouth. 

* I said : Mercy shall be built up forever ; 

The heavens — in them thou wilt establish thy faithfulness, 
' I have made a covenant for my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant : 

* Forever will I establish thy seed, 

And build up thy throne to generation and genera- 
tion. (Pause.) 
^ And tho heavens praise thy wonders, Jehovah, 

Yea, thy fiiithfiilneas in the assembly of the holy ones. 
" For who in the skies can be compared to Jehovah, 

Is like to Jehovah among the sons of the mighty ; 
' A God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, 

And terrible above all that are round about him? 
^ Jehovah, God of hosts, 

"Who is mighty like thee, Jah, 

And thy faithfulness is round about thee. 
^ Thou rulest the swelling of the sea ; 

When its billows rise, thou stillest them. 
^^ Thou, thou didst crush Rahab like the slain ; 

With thy strong arm thou didst scatter thy enemies. 
" The heavens are thine ; thine also is the earth ; 

The world and its fullness, thou didst found them. 

V, 2. In them,] So as to be ag enduring and unchanging tis tlicy. 

v. 3. For my chosen one.] In his behalf. Not witli him, as one of 
two parties to the covenant. Compare the writer's remark on Gen. 
15 : 9-11. 

V. 6. In tiie skies.] Compare the expression in Eph. 3 : 3. 

v. C, 2d member. The mighty.] Compare the remark on Ps. 18 : 25. 

V. 8. Is round about thee.] A perpetnal presence, attending tliL' Divine 
in all its manifeatations. 
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^2 North and South, thou didst create them ; 
Tabor and Hermon triumph in thy name. 
" Thiue is an arm with might ; 

Strong is thy hand, high. is thy right hand. 
1^ Righteousness and judgment aro tlie foundation of thy 
throne ; 
Merey and truth wait before thee. 
" Happy the people that liiiow the joyfal sound ; 

Jehovah, in the Hght of thy countenance shall they walk. 
^^ 111 thy name do they exult all the day, 

And in thy righteousness are they exalted. 
" For thou art the glory of their strength ; 

And in thy favor our horn is exalted, 
's For to Jehovah belongs our shield, 

And to the Holy One of Israel, our king. 
1* Then thou didst speak in vision to thy beloved one, 
And saidst : I have laid help on a mighty one, 
Have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
5" I have found David, my servant ; 

With my holy oil have I anointed him. 
" "With whom my hand shall be established ; 

Also my arm shall strengthen him. 
^^ No enemy shall exact of him. 

Or son of wickedness oppress him. 
^3 And I will beat down his foes before him, 

And will smite them that hate him. 
^^ And my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him, 

And in my name shall his horn be exalted. 
^^ And I set his hand on the sea, 

And his right hand on the rivers. 
2s He will cry unto me : Thou art my father ; 

My Grod, and the rock of my salvation. 
2'' I too will make him the firstborn. 
Highest of the kings of the earth. 

V. 12. Tabor a.Jicl Herrnon.}' Rep tea en ting the East and West of Lbe 

V. U. Wait bcforo tliee.] For thy commands.. 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

^^ My mercy will I keep for him forever, 

And my covenant is sure to him, 
^' And I establish his seed forever, 

And his throne as the days of heaven. 
^* If his sons shall forsake my law, 

And walk not in my judgments ; 
^^ If they shall profane my statutes, 

And keep not my commandments ; 
^^ Then will I visit their transgressions with a rod, 

And their iniquity with stripes. 
^^ But my loving-kindness will I not withdraw from him, 

And will not be false to my faith. 
^* I will not profane my covenant, 

Nor alter whiit has gone forth from my lips, 
^^ Once have I sworn by my holiness ; 

I will not lie to David. 
^^ His seed shall be forever, 

And his throne as the sun before me. 
^'^ As the moon shall it stand fast forever, 

And as the witness in the skies is sure. {Pause.) 
^^ But thou, thou hast east off and abhorred ; 

Thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. 
'^ Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant ; 

Thou hast profaned to the earth his crown. 
^° Thou hast broken down all his walls ; 

Hast made his defenses a ruin. 
*i They plunder him, all that pass by the way ; 

He has become (he scorn of his neighbors. 
*^ Thou hast exalted the right hand of his foes ; 

Hast made all his enemies rejoice. 
*^ Yea, thou turuest back the edge of his sword, 

And hast not made him stand in the battle. 
" Thou hast made his brightness fo cease ; 

And his throne thou hast cast down to the earth. 

Y. 31 . " The witness in tlie skies " moat naturally enggeate tiic " cove- 
nant-sign," the witness to tlie " perpetual covenant between God nnd every 
living being." Gen. 9 : 12-11 (revised version). 
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PSALMS. 

** Thou hast cut short the days of his youth ; 

Thou hast covered over him with shame. (Pause.) 
** How long, Jehovah! Wilt thou hide thyself forever? 

Shall thy wrath burn like fire ? 
" Remember what is my fleeting life ; 

Why hast thou for naught created all the sons of men? 
*^ What man shall live, and not see death, 

Shall deliver his soul from the grasp of the under- 
world? (Pause.) 
** Where are thy former mercies, Lord, 

Which thou didst swear to David in thy faithfulness ? 
*" Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants, 

That I bear in my bosom of ail the many peoples; 
*^ Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O Jehovah, 

Wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine 
anointed. 

Blessed be Jehovah forevermore. 
Amen and Amen. 



./Google 



FOURTH BOOK. 



PSALM XC. 

A Prayer of Moaes, the Man of God. 
1 LoED, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all genera- 
tions. 
^ Before the mountains were brought forth, 

And thou gavcst birth to the earth and the world. 

Even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God. 
^ Thou turnest man to dust ; 

And sayest : Keturn, ye eons of men. 
* For a thousand years, in thy sight, 

Are as yesterday when it passes away, 

And a watch in the night, 
s Thou sweepest them away, they are a sleep ; 

In the morning as the grass that springs up; 
c In the morning it flourishes and springs up, 

At evening, it is cut down and withers. 
' For we consume away in thine anger, 

And in thy wrath are we troubled. 
8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 

Our hidden things in the light of thy countenance. 



YV. 6, 6. All image of fleeting human life. It passes away in the 
deatii-slumber ; succeeded by ue.w life, m the graaa that springs up freshly 
iu the dew of the morning, to wither in its turn, and die. The comparmon 
in V. 5, 2d member, is abruptly and not fully expressed, but the thought is 
clearly indicated * 

* Pnlly expiweseil. the thouaht would be ■- They pass awaj in the nightai umber of the 
Krave; followed by the morning life of another geueraton, as the moruiiig graas springs up m 
place of that whioh haa withered nnd died. 
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PSALMS. 

" For all our days pass away in thy wrath ; 

We spend our years like a tliought. 
^^ The days of our years, — in them are threescore years and 
ten ; 

And if, through strength, fourscore years, 

Yet is their pride toil and vanity ; 

For ifc is soon past, and we fly away. 
^^ "Who knows the power of thine anger, 

And as the fear of thee, thy wrath 1 
^* So teach to number our days, 

That we may get a heart of wisdom. 
" Eeturn Jehovah ; how long! 

And have pity on thy servants. 
'* Satisfy us with thy mercy in the morning. 

That we may rejoice and be glad, all our days. 
^* Make us glad according to the days thou hast afflicted us, 

The years we have seen evil. 
'* Let thy work appear unto thy servants. 

And thy majesty upon their sons. 
" And let the beauty of Jehovah our G-od be npon us ; 

And the work of our hands establish thou upon us, 

Tea, the work of our hands, establish thou it. 



Y. 9, 2d member. Our years like ii thought.] With tlie rapidity and 
suddenness of thought, they are gone. 

V. 10, 1st member. la them.] The emphal.ic form of the original, 
which should not be suppresaed. 

Y. 10, 3d member. Their pride.] Their vain boast,— Toil and vanity.] 
Anxious labor, with no result, 

Y. 1 1 . As the fear of tJiee.] In proportion to, and in accordance with 
it. As the fear of God requires, and as is duo to it. 

Y. 14. In the morning.] The morning of deliverance and triumph, 
after this night of huzniliation. Compare Pa. 46 r 5. The sentiment ia : Let 
morning return, and with it thy satisfying nierty. " Morning denotes that 
there has hitherto I>een night in Israel, and tlie dawn of an era of grttoe." 
(DeliZ-zsoh.) 

Y. 11, 2d member. EstabUsh thou upon us.] By' an influence from 
above, s\,!i descending upon us. 
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PSALM XCI. 

1 Dwelling in the covert of the Most High, 
He abides in the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of Jehovah : My refuge and my fortress ; 
My God, I will trust in him. 

3 For he, he will rescue thee from the snare of the fowler, 
From the destroying pestilence. 

* With his feathers he will cover thee, 

And under his wings shalt thou trust ; 

His truth, a shield and huckler ! 
» Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror by night. 

Of the arrow that flies by day ; 
6 Of the pestilence that walks in darkness, 

Of the contagion that wastes at noon-day. 
■> A thousand shall fall at thy side, 

And ten thousand at thy right hand ; 

To thee it shall not come nigh, 

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou look on, 
And see the reward of the wicked. 

9 Because thou hast made Jehovah, — my refuge. 
The Most High, thy dwelling-place ; 

1" There shall no evil befall thee. 

And no plague shall come nigh thy tent. 
" For he will give his angels charge concerning thee, 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 
'2 On their hands shall they bear thee up. 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
1* Thou shalt tread on the lion and the adder ; 

The youtig lion and dragon shalt thou trample under 
foot, 
» For he has set his love upon me, and I will deliver him ; 

I will set him on high, because he knows my name. 



V. 9. Thy dwelHng-place,] Sec v. 1. 

V. 10, 2il membyv. Tent.] Dwi-IIing is meant ; but in allusion to its 
eimplcet and primitive form. 
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1^ He will call upon me, and I will answer him ; 

I will be with him in trouble ; 

I will rescue him, and will honor him. 
"" With length of days will I satisfy him, 

And will cause him to see my salvation. 



PSALMXCII. 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath Day. 

1 It is good to give thanks to Jehovah, 

And to sing praise to thy name, Most High ; 
^ To declare thy loving-kindness in the morning. 

And thy faithfulness every night; 
^ To a teii-striuged instrument, and to the lute, 

To the murmuring sound on the harp. 
* For thou hast gladdened me, Jehovah, by thy work ; 

In the works of thy hands I will triumph. 
^ How great are thy works, Jehovah! 

Thy counsels are very deep. 
^ A brutish man knows not, 

Nov does a fool understand this. 
' When the wicked spring up as grass. 

And all the workers of iaiquity flourish; 

It is that they may be destroyed forever. 
^ And thou, Jehovah, art on high forevermore, 
^ For lo, thine enemies, Jehovah, 

For lo, thine enemies shall perish ; 

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
1" But my horn thou wilt exalt as of the wild-ox ; 

I am anointed with fresh oil. 
'^ And my eye had its desire on them that lie in wait for me, 

And my ear on evil-doers that rise up against me. 

V. 8. On liigh,] Supreme over all. 

V. 10. The wild-ox.] For the natural traits of thia powerful and un- 
tamed animal, see Job 3& : 9-13 (revised version.) 
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PSALMa 

" The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree, 

Shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
'■'' Planted in the house of Jehovah, 

They shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
1* Still shall they bear fruit in hoary age ; 

Full of sap, and green shall they be. 
'" To show that Jehovah is upright ; 

My rock, and no unrighteousness is in him. 



PSALM XCIII. 

^ Jehovah reigns ; he is clothed with majesty. 

Jehovah is clothed with strength ; he has girded himself. 

Yea, the world shall stand fast, it shall not be moved. 
^ Thy throne stands fast from of old ; 

Thou art from everlasting. 
■' The floods have lifted up, Jehovah, 

The floods have lifted up their voice ; 

The floods lift up their dashing waves. 
* Mightier is Jehovah on high. 

Than the voice of many waters, 

The mighty waves of the sea. 
^ Thy testimonies are very sure. 

Holiness becomes thy house, 

Jehovah, forever. 



PSALM XOIV. 

1 God of vengeance, Jehovah, 
God of vengeance, shine forth. 

2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth ; 
Return a recompense upon the proud. 

* How long shall the wicked, Jehovah, 
How long shall the wicked triumph? 

* They belch out, they speak rudely, 

They boast themselves, al! the workers of iniquity. 
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^ They grind thy people, Jehovah, 

And thy heritage they oppress. 
^ The widow and the stranger they kill, 

And orphans they murder. 
^ And they say : Jah will not see , 

And the God of Jacob will not attend. 
8 Understand, ye brutish among the people ; 

And ye fools, when will ye be wise ? 
" He that planted the ear, sball he not hear? 

Or he that formed the eye, shall not he behold ? 
i"> He that chastises nations, shall not he correct, 

He that teaches man knowledge ? 
11 Jehovah knows the thoughts of man, 

That they are vanity. 
'^ Happy the man whom thou chastenest, Jah, 

And teachest him out of thy law ; 
1' To give him rest from the days of evil, 

Until a pit shall be dug for the wicked. 
" For Jehovah will not cast off his people, 

And his inheritance he will not forsake. 
1* For unto righteousness shall judgment return, 

And after it, all the upright in heart. 
'^ Who will rise up for me against evil-doers ; 

Who will take his stand for me against workers of hiiquity? 
" Unless Jehovah were my help. 

Soon would my soul dwell in silence. 
13 When I say ; My feet waver, — 

Thy mercy holds me up. 
13 In the multitude of my thoughts within me, 

Thy comforts soothe my spirit. 
^'' Shall the throne of iniquity be allied to thee, 

Framing mischief against law ? 
21 They gather in crowds against the soul of the righteous, 
And condemn innocent blood. 

V. 15. Judgment (the judicial act, the adiiiiniatration of law) shall 
return to righteousness (the eternal principles of right). 
V, n. III silence,] The silence of the grave. 
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PSALMS. 

^^ But Jehovah has been a high tower for me, 

And my God a rock of refuge. 
''^ And he returned upon them their iniquity, 

And cut them off in their wickedness. 

Jehovah, our God, will cut them off ! 

PSALM XCV. 

^ Come, let us sing aloud to Jehovah, 

Let us shout to the rock of our salvation. 
^ Let us come before his face with thanksgiving, 

And shout to him in songs. 
^ For Jehovah is a great God, 

And a great king above all gods ; 
* In whose hand are the recesses of the earth, 

And the treasures of the mountains are his ; 
^ Whose is the sea, and he made it, 

And his hands formed the dry land, 
" Come, let us worship and bow down j 

Let us kneel before Jehovah our maker. 
'' For he is our God, 

And we are the people of his pasture, and flock of his hand, 
^ To-day, if ye will hearken to his voice! 

Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, 

As in the day of Massah, in the wilderness. 
^ Where your fathers tempted me. 

They tried me, also saw my work, 
^° Forty years did I loathe the generation ;. 

And I said: They are a people that err in heart, 

And they know not my ways ; 
" Wherefore, I have sworn in my wrath, 

They shall not enter into my rest. 

V. 23. 3d member. Will cut tbem off.] Wil! continue to do it. 
V, 4. Eecesses of tbe earth.] Containing its liidden wealth. 
T. 8. If ye will hearken,] Tbe reward of such obedience is implied, 
by a common figure of speech. Compare tbe remark on Ps. SI : 13. 

V. 8. Meribah— Massah.] Ex, 11:1; Num. 20 : 13 ; Deut 33 : 8. 
V. H. Num. 14 ; 23, 28-30. 

138 



./Google 



PSALM XOTI. 

^ Sing to Jehovah a new song ; 

Sing to Jehovah, all the earth, 
' Sing to Jehovah, bless his name ; 

Proclaim his salvation from day to day. 
^ Declare his glory among the heathen, 

His wonders among all the peoples. 
^ For great is Jehovah, and greatly to be ] 

He is to be feared above all gods. 
* For all the gods of the peoples are nothings ; 

And Jehovah made the heavens. 
^ Honor and majesty are before him, 

Strength and beauty in his holy place. 
' Give to Jehovah, ye famiUes of peoples, 

Give to Jehovah glory and strength. 
» Give to Jehovah the glory of his name ; 

Bring an offering, and come in to his courts. 
" Worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness ; 

Tremble before him, all the earth. 
" Say among the heathen, Jehovah reigns ; 

Yea, the world shall stand fast, it shall not be moved ; 

He will judge the peoples in rectitude. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth exult ; 
Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof ; 

12 Let the field triumph, and all that is therein ; 
Then shall all the trees of the wood bo joyful ; 

V. 5. Nothiugs.] In Isaiali, a favorito designation of idols (compare 
1 Cor. 8 : 4). Here, as in 1 Chron. 16 : 36, the connection requires the 
literal translation of the word. 

Compare the aarcastic and striking characterization of these " nothings," 
in which the heathen trusted, in Is. 44 : 12-11. 

Y. 1. Families of peoples.] Bach of the peoples being one great family, 
deeceoded from a common parent. See the writer's note on Gen. 12 : 3, and 
compare " families of nations," in Fs. 22 : 21. 

T. 10. The world sUall stand fast.] An image of stability and security 
in all civii and social relations, as a consequence of JeliOYnli's righteous 
sway. Compare the opposite image in Ps. 15 ; 3. 
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" Before Jehovah ; for he comes, 

For lie comes to judge the earth. 
^* He will judge the world in righteousness, 

And the peoples in his faithfulness. 

PSALM XCVIL 

1 Jehovah reigns, let the earth exult ; 

Let the multitude of isles be glad. 
^ Clouds and darkness are round, about him ; 

Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of his 
throne. 
^ Fire goes before him, 

And burns up his foes on every side. 
* His lightnings lightened the world ; 

The earth saw, and quaked. 
^ Mountains melted like wax at the presence of Jehovah, 

At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
^ The heavens declared his righteousness, 

And all the peoijlos saw his glory, 
^ Ashamed shall all be that serve a graven image, 

That make their boast of idols. 

Worship him, all ye gods. 
^ Zion heard, and was glad. 

And the daughters of Judah exulted, 

Because of thy judgments, Jehovah. 
^ For thou, Jehovah, art Most High over all the earth. 

Art greatly exalted above all gods. 

10 Ye that love Jehovah, hate evil ; 
He preserves the souls of his saints ; 

He rescues them out of the band of the wicked. 

11 Light is sown for the righteous, 
And gladness for the upright in heart. 

1^ Be glad, ye righteous, in Jehovah, 
And give thanks to his holy memorial. 

V. 12. His lioly memorial,] Bis sacred memorial name, Jehovah. See 
tlie remark on Pa. 30 : i. 
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PSALM XCTIII. 

A Psalm. 

^ Sing to Jehovah a new song ; 

For he has done wondrous things. 

His right hand, and his holy arm, have wrought salvation 
for him. 
^ Jehovah has made known his salvation ; 

Before the eyes of the heathen has he rt-vealed his right- 
eousness, 
s He has remembered his loving-kindness and his truth, 

Toward the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

The salvation of our God. 

* Shout to Jehovah, all the earth; 
Break forth, and be joyful, and sing praise. 

* Sing praise to Jehovah with the harp, 
With the harp, and the voice of song. 

" With cornets, and sound of trumpet, 

Shout before the king, Jehovah. 
"^ Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof, 

The world, and they that dwell therein ; 
^ Let the floods clap their hands, 

Let the mountains be joyful together ; 
" Before Jehovah ; for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness, 

And the peoples in rectitude. 



PSALM XCIX. 

^ Jehovah reigns, let the people tremble ; 

He sits above the cherubim, let the earth shake. 
^ Jehovah is great in Zion ; 

And high is he above all the peoples, 
* Ijet them praise thy great and terrible name ; 

It is holy ! 
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' And the king's strength loves judgment ; 

Thou dost establish equity ; 

Thou dost execute judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 
^ Exalt ye Jehovah, our God, 

And worship at his footstool. 

He is holy ! 
'^ Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

And Samuel among them that cali on his name,— 

They called upon Jehovah, and he answered them. 
' In the pillar of cloud he spoke to them. 

They kept his testimonies, and the statutes he gave them. 
8 Jehovah, our God, thou didst answer them ; 

A forgiving God wast thou to tliem, 

And one that took vengeance on their deeds. 
^ Exalt Jehovah, our God, 

And worship at his holy mount. 

For Jehovah, our God, is holy. 



A Psalm of Thanksgiving. 

^ Shout to Jehovah, all the earth. 
^ Serve Jehovah with gladness ; 

Come before him with exultation, 
^ Know that Jehovah, he is God ; 

He it is that made us, and we are his, 

His people, and the flock of his pasture. 

* Enter into his gates with thanksgiving. 
His courts with praise ; 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

* For Jehovah is good ; his mercy is forever, 

And his faithfulness to generation and generation. 

V, 8, 2d and 3d members. Both attributes were conspicuously sliowrj, 
in God's dealings with his people. The latter are included in the pronouns 
(Ihem, their), the intercession having been made on their behalf. 
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PSALM CI. 

A Pnalm of David. 

'■ Of mercy and of judgment will I sing; 

To thee, Jehovah, will I sing praise. 
^ I will act wisely in a perfect way. 

When wilt thou come to me ! 

I will walk in the integrity of my heart within my house. 
3 I will set no wicked thing before my eyes. 

The work of them that turn aside I hate ; 

It shall not cleave to me. 
* A froward heart shall depart from me ; 

An evil man I will not know. 
^ He that secretly slanders his neighbor, 

Him will I cut off. 

He that is of a high look and a proud heart, 

Him will I not bear. 
^ My eyes are on the faithful of the land, 

That they may dwell with me. 

He that walks in a perfect way, 

He shall serve me, 
"^ He that practices deceit shall not dwell within my house ; 

He that speaks lies shall not abide in my sight. 
^ Morning by morning will I destroy all the wicked of the 
land. 

To cut off all workers of iniquity from the city of Jehovah. 



PSALM OIL 

A prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and pours out hia 
complaint before Jehovah. 

^ Jehovah, hoar my prayer. 

And let my cry for help come unto thee. 
^ Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble ; 

Incline to me thine ear ; 

In the day when I call, make haste to answer me. 
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PSALMS. 

^ For my days consume away in smoke, 

And my bones glow with heat like a firebrand. 
* My heart is smitten like the grass and dries up; 

For I forget to eat my food. 
^ Because of the voice of my groaning, 

My bones cleave to my flesh. 
•^ I am like to a pelican of the wilderness ; 

I have become as an owl among ruins. 
'' I watch, and have become 

Like a lonely sparrow on the housetop. 
^ All the day my enemies reproach me ; 

They that are mad against me swear by me. 
^ For I have eaten ashes hke bread, 

And have mingled my drink with weeping ; 
'" Because of thine indignation and thy wrath, 

For thou hast taken me up and cast me away. 
^^ My days are as the lengthened shade ; 

And I am dried up like the grass. 
^^ But thou, Jehovah, shalt siE [on the throne] forever. 

And thy remembrance is to all generations. 
^^ Thou wilt arise, wilt have mercy upon Zion ; 

For it is the time to favor her, 

For the set time is come. 

T. 3. In smoke.] That vanishes into thin air, leaving no trace. So my 
days waste unprofitably away. 

T. 4. Is smitten like tiie grass.] As grass is smitten by tins scorching 
lieat, and dries up. 

V. &, 2d member. An owl amoJig mins.] Compare Smiih's Bible 
Dwlionary, art. Owl, 3. 

V. 7. I watch.] Am sleepless. 

V. 8. Swear by me.] Compare the form of imprecation. " So let the 
gods do," as nscd in 1 Kings 19 : 2, witli Is. 65 : 15, Jer. 29 : 22, and the 
form of blessing in Gen. 48 : 20.* 

V. 1 1 . My days (my term of life) are as the lengthened shade, — the 
rengtheniflg shade of evening, that shows the near approach of night. The 
comparison, though not strictly expressed, is beautifully suggestive of tiie 
thoi^^ht intended. 

M 11 formula of execration, ioipreoatiug upon otierB 
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PSALMS. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 

And her dust they favor. 

And the heathen shall fear the name of Jeliovah, 

And kings of the earth thy glory ; 
* Because Jehovah has built up Zion, 

Is seen in his glory. 

He has turned unto the prayer of the destitute, 

And has not despised their prayer. 

This shall be written for the generation to come ; 

And a people to be created shall praise Jah. 
Jehovah bent down from his holy height ; 

Jehovah from heaven looked on the earth ; 
^^ To hear the groaning of the prisoner, 

To loose those that are appointed to death ; 
*^ To declare in Zion the name of Jehovah, 

And his praise in Jerusalem ; 
2^ When the peoples are gathered together, 

And the kingdoms, to serve Jehovah. 
^^ He has humbled my strength in the way ; 

He has shortened my days. 
^* I say : My God, take me not awa}' in the midst of my days! 

Thy years are throughout all generations. 
^■^ Of old thou didst lay the foundation of the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
^^ They shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; 

And all of them shall waste away like a garment, 

And as a vesture thou wilt change them, and they pass away. 
^■^ But thou art the same, 

And thy years shall have no end. 
'* The sons of thy servants shall dwell [in the land], 

And their seed shall be established before thee. 

V. U. Stones— duat.] Of her ruins. Compare Neh. i : 3, 10. 

V. 18. Compare, " a people that sliaH be boin," Pe. 22 : 31. 

v. 33. In the way] The way in wbich his providence is condncting 
me, in distinction from ita certain and gloriiiua issue. 

V. 28. Dwell in the laud.] The word dwell (in Hebrew) has this 
speciiil application. 

K U5 



./Google 



PSALM cm. 

[A Psalm] of Pavid. 

^ Bless Jehovah, my soul, 

And all that is within me, [bless] his holy name. 
^ Bless Jehovah, my soul. 

And forget not al! his benefits. 

* Who forgives all thine iniquities, 
Who heals all thy diseases ; 

* Who redeems thy hfe from the pit, 

Who crowns thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies ; 

* Who satisfies thy mouth with good ; 
Thy youth renews itself as the eagle. 

^ Jehovah executes righteousness, 

And judgment, for all the oppressed. 
^ He made known his ways to Moses, 

His deeds to the sons of Israel. 

* Compassionate and gracious is Jehovah, 
Slow to anger, and abundant in mercy. 

® He will not always chide, 

Nor keep hia anger forever, 
' He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 

For rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
' For as the heavens arc high above the earth, 

So great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
^ As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has he removed our transgressions from ns. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

Jehovah has compassion on them that fear him. 
For he knows our frame ; 

He remembers that we are dust. 
As for man, his days are as grass ; 

As the flower of the field, so he flourishes. 
^« For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

And its place shall know it no more. 
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PSALMS. 

i' But th(j mercy of Jehovah is from everlasting, and to ever- 
lasting, on them that fear him, 

And his righteousness to children's children ; 
'^ To them that keep his covenant. 

And to them that remember his precepts to do them. 
'^ Jehovah has established his throne in the heavens, 

And his kingdom rules over all, 
^'' Bless Jehovah, ye his angels, 

The mighty in strength, that execute his word, 

Hearkening to the voice of his word. 
^^ Bless Jehovah, all his hosts. 

His ministers, that do his pleasure. 
^^ Bless .Jehovah, all his works. 

In all places of his dominion. 
Bless Jehovah, my soul ! 



PS ALU oiv: 

^ Bless Jehovah, my soul ! 

Jehovah, my God, thou art very great ; 

Thou art clothed with honor and majesty. 
^ Who coverest thyself with light as with a mantle, 

Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain. 
^ Who frames his chambers in the waters ; 

Who makes the clouds his chariot ; 

Who goes on the wings of the wind. 

* Who makes the winds his messengers, 
His ministers,— flaming fire. 

* He founded the earth on its bases, 

That it should not be moved forever and ever. 
^ Thou didst cover it with the abyss as with a garment ; 
The waters stood above the mountains. 

VV. 6-9. Compare Gen. 1 : 2, and 9, 10, Some suppose the Deluge 
to be referred to ia these versea. But sued a reference is not in l.armony 
with the purpose and spirit of this sublime hymn of creation, which cele- 
brates the wonders of the Creator's power in its beneiicent exercise. 
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' At thy rebuke they fled ; 

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away, — 
•* While mountains rise, valleys sink, — 

To the place which thou didst found for them. 
' A bound thou didst set, that they should not pass over, 

Should not return to cover the earth. 
" He sends out springs in the valleys ; 

They run among the mountains. 
^ They give drink to every beast of the field ; 

The wild asses quench their thirst, 
■^ Above them dwell the fowls of heaven ; 

From among the branches they utter a voice. 
Ho waters the mountains from his chambers ; 

The earth is sated with the fruit of tliy working. 
* He causes grass to grow for the cattle, 

And herbs for the service of man, 

Bringing forth food out of the earth. 

And with wine he gladdens the heart of man ; 

Making the faee to shine with oil ; 

And with bread he strengthens man's heart. 
The trees of Jehovah are sated, 

Cedars of Lebanon which he planted ; 

Where birds make their nests ; 

The stork, cypresses are her house. 

The high mountains are a refuge for wild-goats, 

The rocks for the conies. 

Ho made the moon for seasons ; 

The sun knows his going-down. 

v. 8. As tlie watora retire to Lhuir placu at a lower level, the mountaine 
seem to rise, and the valieya to sink. 

T. 9. Compare Job 38 : 10, (Book of Job, revised version): 
And apptiinted it my bound. 
And set bars and doors, 
V. 13, la sated.] Eeceivca, in fall measure, all that it cravea. 
v. 16. Sated.] Have, in abundance, all tliat they crave. Compare 
T. 13. Vegetable aa well as animal life is cared for in the providence of 
God, iind all its wants supplied. 
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PSALMS. 

^^ Thou dost put darkness, and it is night ; 

Wherein all the beasts of the forest are in motion. 
*^ The young lions roar for the prey, 

And seek their food from God. 
" The sun arises, they retire, 

And couch down in tlieir dens. 
'^ Man goes forth to his work, 

And to his toil, until evening. 
'* How manifold are thy works, Jehovah ! 

In wisdom hast thou wrought them all. 

The earth is full of thy riches. 
^^ That sea, great and broad on every hand ! 

"Where are moving things, and without number, 

Both small and great beasts. 
'* There go the ships, 

That leviathan thou hast formed to sport therein. 
" They all wait for thee, 

To give their food in its season. 
*^ Thou givest to them, they gather ; 

Thou openest thy hand, they are sated with good, 
^^ Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled ; 

Thou wilhdrawest their breath, they expire, 

And return to their dust. 
^^ Thou sendest forth thy breath, they are created ; 

And thou renewest the face of the ground. 
^' Let the glory of Jehovah be forever ; 

Let him rejoice in the works of his hands ; 
^^ He who looks on the earth, and it trembles. 

He touches the mountains, and they smoke. 
^3 I will sing to Jehovah while I live ; 

I will sing praise to my God while I am in being. 
^* Sweet shall be of him my meditation ; 

I, I will be glad in Jehovah. 
'^ Sinners shall be consumed from the earth, 

And the wicked, they shall be no more. 
Bless Jehovah, my soul. 
Praise ye Jah. 
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PSALMS. 

P S A Tj M C Y. 
^ Grvn thanks to Jehovah ; call upon Iiis name ; 

Make known his deeds among the peoples. 
^ Bing to him, sing praise to him ; 

Talk of all his wondrous worka. 
^ Glory in his holy name ; 

Let the heart of them that seek Jehovah rejoice. 

* Seek after Jehovah and his strength ; 
Seek his face evermore. 

^ Eemember his wonders that he has wrought. 
His portents, and the judgments of his mouth. 

^ Seed of Abraham his servant, 
Sons of Jacob, his chosen ones, 

' He, Jehovah, is our God, 
His judgmenta are in all the earth, 

* lie remembers his covenant forever, 

The word he commanded, to a thousand generations : 

* "Which he ratified with Abraham, 
And his oath to Isaac ; 

1" And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel for an everlasting covenant ; 
" Saying : To thee will I give the land of Canaan, 

The portion of your inheritance ; 
^^ When they wore a small number, 

Few, and strangers in it. 
'^ They went from nation to nation, 

From one kingdom to another people. 
" He suffered no man to oppress them, 

And he reproved kings for their sake fsaying] : 
^^ Touch not my anointed ones. 

And to my prophets do no harm. 

V. 5. His portents.] Omens of evil, as in the plagues of Egypt, by 
whiol] his purpose, and his power to execute it, are made known. 

V. 9. Ealified with Abraham.] See the impressive ceremonies de- 
scribed iu Gen, 15 : 9-1 T, and the writer's note on the passage. 

V, 15. ily prophets.] Sco the use of tlie word m Gen. 20 : 1. 
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PSAiMS. 

"^ And he called for a famine upon the land ; 

He broke all the staff of bread. 
" He sent a man beforo them ; 

For a servant was Joseph sold. 
IS His feet they hurt with fetters, 

He was laid in irons ; 
1^ Until the time that his word came ; 

The saying of Jehovah had cleared him. 
^" The king sent and freed him, 

The ruler of the peoples, and loosed him. 
^1 Ho made him lord of his house, 

And ruler over all his substance ; 
^^ To bind his princes at his pleasure, 

And teach his elders wisdom. 
'^ And Israel came into Egypt, 

And Jacob eojourned in the land of Ham. 
^^ And he made his people fruitful exceedingly. 

And made them stronger than their foes. 

V. 18, Hu was iaid in irons.] So tlie GenevAii verpion (1560), 
King James's version owea tliis happy espie.saion of the tliuuglit, as it does 
miiny othei's, to the Puritan version of the Genevan exiles. See tlic follow- 
ing paragraph- 
Some translate, The iron entered into his Boul ; as in our earliest 
English Bible. So Coverdale, 1535, Matthews (Tj'ndale), 1531, Taverner, 
!il>out 1541, "Tbe iron pierced Ijis heart;" Cranmer's version, 1540 (per- 
petuated in the Book of Commoa Prayer), and the Bishops' Bible, 1568, 
" The iron entered into his soul."* 

V. 19. His word came.] To the ear of Ph:iraoh ; was reported to 
him. Compare Gen. 40 : 14, "make mention of me to Pharaoh," with 
chap, il : 9-13. 

V. 19, 2d member. The saying of Jehovah.] What Jehovah said 
through him (Gen. 40 : 8, "do not interpretationa belong to God?") thus 
owning him for his servant, and approving him as righteous, 

V. 22. Elders.] High ofBcers of state ; a title of official dignity and 
rank. Compare Gcii. 50 ; 1, 8, and the writer's note on the passage. 

* Tliere is a Brammiitical difflonltyin tliia conatruetinn and venderiiig, found in very ancIflHt 
versions <tlie Clialdee Tiirgum and the Latin Vnlgate), tliough it may ta obviated on plansible 
gronnds. {SUiig, and DMisch, 2d edition, on tlie passage.) But tlie phrase ho lendered, 
stvihing and beautiftiJ as it ia ia thuuglit and expieasion, seeins to be less perliueot in ttie con- 
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^* He turned their heart to hate his people, 

To plot against his servants. 
''^ He sent Moses, his servant, 

Aaron whom he had chosen. 
^^ They set his signs among them, 

And portents in the land of Ham, 
^' He sent darltness, and he made it dark ; 

And they rebelled not against his words. 
^* He turned their waters to blood. 

And caused their fish to die, 
^^ Their land swarmed with frogs, — 

In the chambers of their kings. 
^^ He said, and there came flies, 

Lice, in alt their border. 
'* He gave them hail for rain, 

Piaming fire in their land ; 
^^ And smote their vines and their fig-trees. 

And broke the trees of their border. 
^* He said, and there came locusts, 

And caterpillars, and without number ; 
*^ And devoured every herb in their land, 

And devoured the fruit of their ground. 
'^ And he smote all the first-born in their land. 

The firstlings of all their strength. 
" And he brought them out with silver and gold ; 

And there was not a feeble one among his tribes. 

v. 27. Set his signs.] As enduring miraorials in the history of the 
people. See the remarks on Ps. 18 ; i3. 

V. 21, 2d member. Portents. J Sec the remark on v. 5. 

V. 28. Sent darkness.] Here, as in Ps. 13 : 44-51, the plagues are 
not mentioned in their historical order. 

V, 28, 3d member. They.] Mosea and Aaron, who are the subject of 
the verb liere, as in the preceding voise. "They set hia aigns ;" and 
when he " sent darkness " by them, " They rebelled not against hia words," 
m at Mcribah (Num. 20 : 24, "ye rebelled againat my word at the water 
of Meribah "), but executed hia command with literal exa-ctncaa. 

V. 36, Firstlings of— their strength.] See the same phrase in Gen. 
49 : 3, and the writert note on it. 
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^^ Egypt was glad wnen they went out, 

Por their dread had fallen upon them. 
^^ He spread a cloud for a coverin 

And fire to give light in the night. 
*" They asked, and he brought quails, 

And satisfied them with the bread of heaven, 
^^ He opened the rock, and waters flowed ; 

They ran in the deserts, a river, 
*^ For he remembered his holy word, 

Abraham his servant ; 
" And brouglit out his people with joy, 

His chosen ones with triumph ; 
** And gave them the lands of nations. 

And the labor of peoples tliey inherit ; 
*s That they might keep his statutes, 

And observe his laws. 
Bless ye Jah. 



PSALM CVI. 

^ Bless ye Jah. 

Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good ; 

For bis mercy is forever. 
2 Who shall utter the mighty deeds of Jehovah; 

Shall cause all his praise to be heard? 
' Happy they that keep judgment, 

Ho that does righteousness at all times. 

* Remember me, Jehovah, with thy favor to thy people 
Yisit me with thy salvation, 

" That I may witness the welfare of thy chosen ones, 
May rejoice in the gladness of thy nation^ 
May glory with thy heritage. 

* We have sinned, with our fathers ; 

We have acted perversely, we have done wickedly. 
' Our fathers in Egypt did not consider thy wonders ; 
They remembered not the multitude of thy mercies. 
And they rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 
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^ But he saved them foi- his name's sake, 

To make known his might. 
^ And he rebuked tho Ked Sea, and it dried up ; 
And he made them go through the depths, as in the wil- 
derness. 
"' And he saved them out of the hand of the hater, 

And redeemed them out of tho hand of the enemy. 
" And the waters covered their foes ; 

Not one of them was left, 
^^ And they beUeved his words, 

They sang his praise. 
^^ They made haste to forget his doings ; 

They waited not for his counsel. 
^* They had greedy longings in the wilderness, - 

And they tempted God in the desert. 
^^ And he gave them their request, 
And sent leanness in their soul. 
i<^ And they were envious of Moses in the camp. 

Of Aaron, the holy one of Jehovah. 
" The eartii opened, and swallowed up Dathan, 

And covered over the company of Abiram. 
'" And fire burned in their company ; 

A flame consumed the wicked. 
"' They made a calf in Horeb, 

And worshiped a molten imago ; 
''" And changed their glory. 

Into the likeness of an ox that eats grass. 
"' They forgot God, who saved them ; 
Who did great things in Egypt, 

V. 13. Made haste.] " Soon," (common Englisli version,) does not 
express the idea. Their inherent perverseness made haste to show itself 

V. 13, 2d member. His counsel.] His own purpose and plan for 
tiieir relief. 

V. 18. Commonly, and perhaps correctly, understood to refer to 
^um. 16 : 35, 26 : 10, which may seem to be favored by the use of the 
word ' company," as in the preceding verse. But tho Hebrew words , 
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m part repeated from Num. U , 1, 8, and tteir "company- may mean tho 
congregation or assembly of Israel, aw often elsewhere. 
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'^ Wondrous things in the land of Ham, 

Terrible things by the Red Sea. 
^^ And he said ho would destroy them ; 

Had not Moses stood in the bi-each belbre him, 

To turn buck his wrath from destroying. 
^* And they rejected the pleasant land ; 

They believed not his word. 
*^ And they murmured in their tents ; 

They hearlfened not to the voice of Jehovah. 
^^ And he lifted up his hand to them, 

To make them fall in the wilderness ; 
'^'' And to make their seed fall among the nations. 

And to scatter them in the lands. 
^^ And they joined themselves to Baal-Peor, 

And ate the sacrifices of the dead. 
^' And they provoked displeasure by their deeds, 

And a plague broke in upon them. 
^^ Then Phineas stood up, and executed judgment, 

And the plague was stayed. 
^^ And it was reckoned to him for righteousness. 

To generation and generation, forevermore. 
^2 They provoked anger at the waters of Strife ; 

And it wont ill with Moses on their account. 
^^ For they provoked his spirit. 

And he spoke unadvisedly with bis lips. 
3* They did not destroy tlie peoples, 

Of whom Jehovah told ihcm ; 
*^ But mixed themselves with the heathen, 

And learned their works ; 

V, 26. Lifted up his hand.] In confirmation of an oath ; aw in Rx. 
6 : 8 (properly, " I lifted my hand to give it to Abraham "), Dcut. M : 40. 
Compare Gen. 14 : 22, 

V. 26, 2d member. The words of tho oath (Num. 14 : 29) " Shall fall 
in this wilderness." They should bo retained, therefore, jn the version 

V. 2R, 2d member. The dead.] Lifeles.s idols. 
V. 32. Of Strife] OfMeribaii. 
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^ And they served their idols, 

And they became a snare to them. 
" And they sacrificed their sons and their daughters to de- 
mons. 
'^ And they shed innocent blood ; 

Blood of their sons and their daughters, 

Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; 

And the land was polluted with bloodshed. 
^^ And they were defiled with their works, 

And played the hai-lot in their deeds. 
*" And Jehovah's anger was kindled against his people, 

And he abhorred his heritage. 
*^ And he gave them into the hand of the heathen, 

And they that hated them ruled over them. 
" And Iheir enemies oppressed them. 

And they were bowed down under their hand. 
*' Many times would ho rescue them ; 

And they rebelled in their counsel, 

And were brought low for their iniquity. 
** But he looked on their distress, 

When he heard their cry. 
^^ And he remembered for them his covenant, 

And pitied them according to the abundance of his mercy ; 
*^ And made them objects of compassion, 

In presence of all that carried them captive. 
*'' S-ive us, Jehovah, our God, 

And gather us from the nations ; 

To give thanks to thy holy name, 

To glory in thy praise. 

Blessed be Jehovah, God of Israel, 
Pkom everlasting, and to everlasting. 
And let all the people say, Amen. 
Praise te Jah. 

V. 39, 2d member Compare the remark on Ps. 13 : 21. 
V. 43. Their counsel] What they devised and planned for them- 
selves, without regard to Jehovali's purposes and will. 
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FIFTH BOOK. 



PSALM OTII. 

* G-rPE thanks to Jehovah, for he is good ; 
For hia mercy is forever. 

^ Let the redeemed of Jehovah say it, 
Whom he redeemed from the hand of the foe ; 

' And gathered them out of the lands, 
From the east and from the west, from the north and from 
the south. 

* They wandered in the wilderness, in a desert way ; 
They found not a city for a habitation. 

^ Hungry and thirsty, 
Their soul fainted in them. 

* Then they cried to Jehovah in their trouble, 
And he rescued them out of their distresses. 

■^ And he led them by a straight way, 
That they might go to a city for a habitation. 

* Let them give thanks to Jehovah for his mercy, 
And his wonderful works to the sons of men. 

" For he satisfies the longing soul, 

And the hungry soul he fills with good. 
i*> As they sat in darkness and the shadow of death, 

Bound in affliction and iron ; — 
'■'■ Because they rebelled against the words of the Mighty One, 

And contemned the counsel of the Most High, 

12 And he bowed down their heart with trouble. 
They stumbled, and there was none to help ; — ■ 

13 Tlien they cried to Jehovah in their strait. 
And he saved them out of their distresses. 
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'* He brought them out from darkness and the shadow of 
death, 

And broke their bands asunder. 
^* Let them give thanl^s to Jehovah for his mercy, 

And his wonderful works to the sons of men. 
'^ For he has broken the doors of brass, 

And cut the bars of iron asunder. 
" Fools, because of their way of transgression. 

And because of their iniquities, bring affliction on them- 
selves. 
"^ All food their soul abhors. 

And they draw near unto the gates of death. 
'" Then they cry to Jehovah in tiieir strait. 

And he saves them out of their distresses. 
^** He sends liis word, and heals them, 

And delivers them from their pits. 
^' Let them give thanks to Jehovah for his meray, 

And his wonderful works to the sons of men. 
^^ And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving. 

And recount his works with rejoicing. 
^^ They that go down to the sea in ships, 

That do business in great waters ; 
^* These see the works of Jehovah, 

And his wonders in the deep. 
^■' For he spoke, and raised a stormy wind, 

And it lifted up the waves thereof. 
^^ They mount up to the heavens, they go down to the 
abysses ; 

Their soul is melted because of trouble, 
'" They reel and stagger like a drunken man. 

And all their wisdom comes to naught. 
^'^ Then they cry to Jehovah in their strait. 

And he brings them out of their distresses. 

V. 20. Their pits.] Intended for them, and into whicli they are about 
to iail. 

V. 24. Ilis wonders ] Such as iire spuken of in tlio foliuwing verses. 
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PSAIiMS. 

^^ He hushes the storm to silence, 

And the waves thereof sire still. 
^° Then are they glad, because they are at rest, 

And he leads them to their desired haven. 
^^ Let them give thanks to Jehovah for his mercy, 

And his wonderful works to the sons of men. 
^^ And ]et them exalt him in the congregation of the people, 

And praise him in the assembly of the elders. 
^^ He turns rivers hito a wilderness, 

And water-springs into dry ground ; 
^* A fruitful land into barrenness, 

For the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 
^^ He turns the wilderness into a pool of water, 

And a dry land into water-springs. 
^^ And there he makes the hungry dwell. 

And they found a city for a habitation, 
^■f And they sow fields, and plant vineyards. 

And produce fruits of the [yearly] increase. 
^^ And he blesses them, .and they multiply greatly, 

And their cattle he makes not few. 
^'^ And they become few, and are brought low. 

From oppression, suft'ering, and sorrow ; 
^ He pours contempt upon princes, 

And makes them wander in a pathless waste. 
^^ And he sets the needy on high out of afQiction, 

And makes families like a flock. 
^^ The upright shall see, and rejoice, 

And all iniquity stop her mouth. 
*^ Whoso is wise, let him observe these things ; 

And let them attentively consider the mercies of Jehovah. 

V. 30. They are at rest.] The wavoa are meant. Such alteniatitjns 
of the subject, expressed \>y a pronjun, are fiequent ia Hebrew, and Ciiii 
not be avoided in translation. 

V. 43. S'imo translate these words ae a qneetion, but less pertinently 
in the conneclioa : 

Who is wise, and win observe these things, 
And will attentively consider the mercies of Jehovah ? 
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PSALM CTIII. 

A Song. A Psalm of Dayid. 

'^ Mr heart is fixed, God ; 
I will sing, and will sing praise, — my glory also, 

* Awake lute and harp ; 

I will awake the dawn ! 
' I will praise thee among the peoples, Jehovah ; 
I will siiig praise to thee among Ihe nations. 

* For great above the heavens is thy mercy, 
And unto the clouds thy truth. 

^ Be thou exalted ahove the heavens, God, 
And thy glory over all the earth ! 

* That thy beloved ones may be delivered, 
Save with thy right hand, and answer me. 

' God has spoken in his holiness. I will triumph ; 
I will divide Shechem, and will mete out the valley of 
Succoth. 
^ Gilead is mine, Manassch is mine. 
And Ephraim is the defense of my head ; 
Judah is my ruler's staff. 
' Moab is ray waeh-basin ; 
Upon Edom will I east my shoe ; 
Over Philistia will I shout aloud. 
'" Who will conduct me to the fortified city! 

Who has led me unto Edom ? 
'^ Hast not thou, God, cast us off, 

And wilt not go forth, God, with our armies? 
1^ Give us help from the foe ; 

For vain is the deliverance of man. 
'^ Through God we will do valiantly. 

And he it is that wil! tread down our foes, 

V. 1. My glory.] What ia noblest in man, and is his true glory,— 
his spiritual nature. — My glory also.] Shall accompany the outward ex- 
pression of praise in music and song. Compare Pa. 5T : 8, "Awake, my 
glory." 
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PSALM CIX. 

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 

^ God of my praise, be not silent ! 

^ For a wicked mouth, and a mouth of deceit, have they 
opened against me ; 
They have spoken against me with a tongue of falsehood. 
^ And with words of hatred tliey have compassed me, 

And have fought against me without cause. 
* In return for my love they are my adversaries ; 

But I give myself to prayer. 
^ And thoy laid upon me ovil in return for good, 

And hatred in return for my love. 
^ Appoint thoU over him a wicked one, 

And let an adversary stand at liis right hand, 
' When he is judged, let him go forth guilty, 

And let his prayer become sin. 
® Let his days be few ; 

His ofiiee let another take. 
" Let his sons be orphans, 

And his wife a widow. 
^^ Let his sons continually wander and beg, 

And seek [help] far from their ruins. 
1^ Let the usurer lay a snare for all that he has, 

And let strangers despoil his labor. 
" Let him have no one to extend mercy, 

And let there be none to show favor to his orphans, 
^' Let his posterity be cut off ; 

In the generation following let their name be blotted out, 
" Let the iniquity of his fathers be in remembrance with 
Jehovah, 

And let not the sin of his mother bo blotted out. 

TV. C-20. See the note on Ps. 69 : 22-28. 

V. 6. At liis right hand.] Tlie position of the accuser. 

V. 10. Tiieir ruins.] Their ruined homes. 
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'^ Let them be before Jehovah continually, 

And let liim cut off their memory from the earth. 
^^ Because he remembered not to show mercy, 

And persecuted a man afflicted and needy, 

And stricken in heart, to slay him. 
^^ And he loved cur,sing, and it came upon him ; 

And he delighted not in blessing, 

And it was far from him, 
^^ And he put on cursing as his garment ; 

And it came like water into his bowels, 

And like oil into his bones. 
^^ Let it be to him as tlie robe he wears, 

And for a belt let him always gird it on, 
'" Let this be the reward of my adversaries from Jehovah, 

And of them that speak evil against ray soul. 
"^^ And thou, Jehovah, Lord, 

Do for mo, for the sake of thy name, 

Tor good is thy mercy ; rescue me. 
^^ For I am afflicted and needy, 

And my heart is pierced within me. 
^^ Like the shadow, as it lengthens, I am passing away ; 

I am driven away like the locust. 
^* My knees falter through fasting. 

And znj flesii pines away from [its] fatness. 
^^ And I am become to them a reproach ; 

They see rae, they shake their head. 
^^ Help me, Jehovah, my God, 

Save me, according to thy mercy. 
" And they shall know that this is thy hand ; 

Thou, Jehovah, hast done it. 
28 They will, curse, and thou wilt bless ; 

They have risen up, and shall be shamed, and thy servant 
will rejoice. 

T. 23. Like the sliadow, aa it lengthens.] As the Icngithsiiiin^ of the 
shadow shows that it will soon vanish away. 

v. 23, 3d member. Like the locust.] Loenats are always driven 
before the wind. Compare Ex. 10 : 13 and 19. 
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5" My adversaries shall be clothed with shame, 

And cover themselves with their confusion as with a robe. 

^^ I will thank Jehovah greatly with niy mouth, 
And in the midst of many will I praise him. 

*^ For he will stand on the right hand of the needy, 
To save him from them that judge his soul. 



PSALM ex. 

A Psalm of David. 

^ Jehovah said to my Lord : Sit thou at my right hand, 

Till I shall make thy enemies a stool for thy feet. 
^ The rod of thy strength will Jehovah stretch forth from 
Zion ; 

Rule thou in the midst of thy enemies. 
' Thy people are free-will offerings in the day of thy warfare, 
in beauties of hohness ; 

From the womb of the morning thou hast thy dew of youth. 
* Jehovah has sworn, and he will not repent : 

Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. 
^ The Lord is on thy right hand ; 

He smites kings in the day of his anger. 

V. 31. Od the right hand.] To aid and defend, as In Ps. 110 : 5. 

T. 1. Stoo! for thy fest.] More emphatic than footstool, Ps. 99 : 5, 
where the Hebrew has another form. 

T. 3. In beauties of holiness.] Sanclified for the holy warfare. 
There jn;iy bo a typical reference iu the ceremonial purity of the person 
and garments. Compare Ex. 19 : 10 ; and for the spiritual meaning, Pss. 
29 : 2, 96 : 9. 

V. 3, 3d member. A latent comparison, intimated but not fully ex- 
pressed, "Dew of youth" suggests tlie freshness and beauty of young 
life. " Womb of the morning" stiggeste the prolific source of the countless 
dew-dropa. Accordingly, " From the womb of the morning thou hast thy 
dew of youth," suggests the countless numbers and fresh vigor of the 
yoathful warriors, as the dew-drops poured forth from the womb of the 
morning. 

V, 5. On thy right hand.] For aid and deTense, as in Ps. 109 : 31. 
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= He will judge among the heathen ; he fills with dead bodies ; 

He smites the head, over broad lands. 
' Of the brook, in the way, will he drink. 

Therefore will he lift up the head. 



PSALM CXI. 

1 PaAiSE Ts Jah. 

I will thank Jehovah with the whole heart, 

In the company of the upright and in the congregation. 
^ Great are the works of Jehovah, 

Searched, out by all that delight in them. 
1 Honorable and glorious is his work, 

And his righteousness stands fast forever. 
* He has made a memorial for his wonderful works ; 

Gracious and compassionate is Jehovah, 
s The prey he has given to them that fear him ; 

He will forever remember his covenant. 
8 The might of his works he has shown to his people, 

To give to them the heritage of the nations. 
■^ The works of his hand are truth and judgment ; 

Sure are all thy precepts ; 
s Established forever and ever, 

Done in truth and uprightness. 
» Redemption has he sent to his people ; 

He commanded his covenant forever. 

Holy and fearful is his name. 
1" The beginning of wisdom is the fear of Jehovah. 

A good understanding have all they that do them. 

His praise endures forever. 

V. 1. Of tlie brook, in the way.] Not pausing, in the pui-suit, for fur- 
ther refreshment, and re-invigorated by this chance supply. This Messi- 
anic Paahn represents a warrior king, going forth " conquering and to 
conquer" (Rev. 6 ; 2), and all the imagery is in accordance with this con- 
ception-' Hence this trait of hardihood and endurance, in the pursuit of 
the routed and flying foe. 

V. 10, 2il member. Them,] Hie precepts (v. ^). 
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PSALM CXII. 

1 Praise te Jah. 

Happy the man tliat fears Jehovab, 

That delights greatly in his commandments. 

* Mighty in the earth shall be his seed ; 

The generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in his house ; 

And his righteousness stands fast forever. 
^ There has risen in the darkness a light for the upright, 

Gracious, and compassionate, and righteous. 
5 Happy is the man that shows favor and lends ; 

He maintains his cause in the judgment. 
« For he shall not be moved forever ; 

The righteous will be in everlasting remembrance. 
' He shall not be afraid of evil tidings ; 

His heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah. 

* His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, 
Until he shall see his desire on his foes. 

8 He has dispersed, he has given to the needy ; 
His righteousness stands fast forever. 
His horn shall be exalted in honor. 
^» The wicked shall see it, and be vexed ; 
He will gnash his teeth, and melt away. 
The desire of the wicked shall perish. 



PSALM CXIIL 

1 Praise te Jah. 

Praise, ye servants of Jehovah, 
Praise the name of Jehovah. 

2 Let the name of Jehovah he 
Henceforth, and forever. 



Y. 5. Lends.] In charity, to the poor. Compare v. 9, and Prov. 
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* Prom the rising of the sun until its going down, 
Praised be the name of Jehovah. 

* High above all nations is Jehovah ; 
Above the heavens is his glory. 

* Who is like Jehovah, our God, 
He that sits on high ; 

* He that looks far down, 

On the heavens and on the earth ? 
^ He raises up the weak out of the dust ; 

He lifts up the needy from the dunghill; 
^ To make him sit with nobles. 

With the nobles of his people. 

* He makes the barren dwell in the family. 
The rejoicing mother of eons. 

Praise ye J ah. 



PSALM CXIY. 

^ When Israel went forth out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange language j 

^ Judah became his sanctuary, 
Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea saw, and fled ; 
The Jordan turned back. 

* The mountains leaped like rama, 
Hills like the young of the flock. 

* What ails thee, thou sea, that thou fleest? 
Thou Jordan, that thou turnest back? 

* Ye mountains, that ye leap like rams. 
Hills, like young of the flock? 

"^ Tremble thou earth, before the Lord, 
Before the God of Jacob ; 
Who turned the rock into a pool of water, 
The flinty rock into a fountain of waters. 

T. 9. In the family.] A family of her own. The blessing most 
prized and sought, the family relation of mother and children. 
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PSALM CXV. 

^ KoT unto us, Jehovah, not unto us, 

But to thy name, give glory, 

For thy mercy, for thy truth, 
^ Wherefore should the heathen say : 

Where now is their Grod ? 
^ But our God ia in the heavens ; 

All that he pleased he has done. 

* Their idols are silver and gold, 
The work of the hands of man. 

^ A mouth have they, but they speak not ; 
Byes have they, but they see not. 

* Bars have they, but they hear not ; 

A nose have they, but they smell not. 
' Their hands, — they handle not ; 
Their feet, — they walk not. 
They make no sound in their throat. 
^ Like to them are they that make them, 

Every one that trusts in them. 

^ Israel, trust thou in Jehovah ; 

He is their help and their shield. 

House of Aaron, trust ye in Jehovah ; 
He is their help and their shield. 

Ye that fear Jehovah, trust in Jehovah ; 
He is their help and their shield. 

Jehovah has been mindful of us ; he will I 
Will bless the house of Israel, 
Will bless the house of Aaron ; 
Will bless them that fear Jehovah, 
The small with the great. 

Jehovah add to you. 
To you and to your children ! 
Blessed be ye of Jehovah, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
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16 The heavens are Jehovah's heavens ; 

And the earth he has given to the sons of men. 
" The dead praise not Jah, 

And none that go down to silence. 
1^ But we will bless Jah, 

Henceforth, and forever. 
Praise ye Jah. 



PSALM OXVl 

' I LOVE — because Jeliovah hears 

My voice and my supplications ; 
^ Because he has inclined his ear to roe, 

And I will call while I live. 
^ The hands of death encompassed me, 

And the pangs of the underworld came upon me. 

I find trouble and sorrow. 

* And I call on the name of Jehovah : 
Jehovah, I pray, deliver my soul ! 

^ Gracious is Jehovah, and righteous ; 

And our God shows compassion. 
" Jehovah preserves the simple ; 

I was brought low, and he helped me. 
' Return, my soul, to thy rest, 

For Jehovah has dealt bountifully with thee. 

* I'or thou hast rescued my soul from death, 
My eyes from tears, 

My feet from falling. 
' I will walk before Jehovah, 
In the lands of the living. 

V. It. Silence.] Of the grave ; as in Ps. 94 : 11 

V. 9. In the landa of the living.] In Pa. 21 ; 13 ia tlie more 

Btricted expression, " in the land of the living." Here the meaning if 

whatever lands, wherever my lot may fall. 
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^° I believed, for [so] I speak. 

I, I was afflicted greatly. 
^' I said in my alarm, 

All mankind are false. 
1^ How shall I repay to Jehovah, 

All his benefits bestowed upon me ? 
^* I will take the cup of salvation, 

And will call on the name of Jehovah. 
^* I will pay my vows to Jehovah, 

Yea, in the presence of all his people. 
'^ Precious in the eyes of Jehovah 

Is the death of his saints. 
" I beseech, O Jehovah— for I am thy servant, 

I am thy servant, the son of thy handmaid ; 

Thou hast loosed my bonds. 
" To thee will I offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

And will call on the name of Jehovah. 
^^ I will pay my vows to Jehovah, 

Yea, in the presence of all his people ; 
^^ In the courts of the house of Jehovah, 

In the midst of thee, Jerusalem. 
Praise ye Jah. 



PSALM OXTIL 

^ Praise Jehovah, all ye nations ; 

Extol him, all ye peoples. 
^ For great is his mercy toward us ; 

And the truth of Jehovah is forever. 
Praise ye Jah. 

V. 10. For [so] I apeak.] Implying, that he could not speak aa lio 
had done, if he had not believed. 

V. 11. All mankind are false.] Implying, that God alone is to be 
trusted, 

W. 12, 13. The question and answer imply, that " his benefits " can 
not be repaid. 
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* Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good ; 
For his mercy is forever. 

* Let Israel say, — • 
For hia mercy is forever. 

^ Let the house of Aaron say, — 
For his mercy is forever. 

* Let tliem that fear Jehovah say, — 
For his mercy is forever. 

^ Out of the anguish I called on Jah ; 
Jah answered [and set] me in a large place. 

* Jehovah is for me, 1 will not fear ; 
What can man do to me ? 

^ Jehovah is for me, with my helpers. 
And I, I shall see my desire on them that hate me. 

* It is better to trust in Jehovah, 
Than to confide in man. 

' It is better to trust in Jehovah, 

Than to confide in princes. 
" All the heathen compass me about ; 

In the name of Jehovah I will surely cut them off. 
" They compass me about, yea they surround me ; 

In the name of Jehovah I will surely cut them off. 
" They compass me about like bees ; 

They are quenched like the fire of thorns ; 

In the name of Jehovah I will surely cut them off. 
1' Thou didst sorely thrust at me, that I might fall ; 

But Jehovah helped me, 

VV. 2-4. The Paalmiet calls oa Israel, on the house of Aaron, on 
all that fear Jehovah, to repeat the grovuid of thajiksgivin^, " For Ins 
mercy is forever." 

V. 5, 2d member. Compare Ps. 31 : 8, " hast set my feet in a large 
place," and Fa. 18 : 19, " brought me forth to a large place." 

V, 12. Like the fire of thorns.] Noisy and brief. Compare Eccl. 1 i 6. 

no 
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" Jar is my strength and song, 

And he is become my salvation. 
^* The voice of triumph and salvation 

Is in the tents of the rigiiteoiis. 

The right hand of Jehovah has wrought mightily. 
" The right hand of Jehovah is uplifted high ; 

The right hand of Jehovah has wrought mightily. 
" I shallnot die, but shall live, 

And shall recount the works of Jah. 
^^ Jah has sorely chastened me, 

But has not given me over to death, 
1^ Open to mo the gates of righteousness ; 

I will come in by them, 1 will give thanks to Jah. 
^^ This is the gate of Jehovah ; 

The righteous shall come in by it. 
^^ I will thank thee that thou hast answered me, 

And art become my salvation. 
52 The stone which the builders rejected, 

Has become the head of the corner. 
" This is from Jehovah ; 

It is wonderful in our eyes. 
2* This is the day Jehovah has made ; 

We will exult and be glad in it. 
^^ I beseech, Jehovah, save now ! 

I beseech, Jehovah, send now prosperity ! 
^^ Blessed is he that comes in the name of Jehovah. 

We bless you from the house of Jehovah. 
^' Mighty is Jehovah, and has given us light. 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords. 

Even unto the horns of the altar. 
23 Thou art my God, and I will thank thee, 

My God, I wil! exalt thee. 
^* Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good ; 

For his mercy is forever. 

V. 16. Is uplifted high,] Oj", lifts on high; namely, to a place of 
safety. Compare Pss. 13 : 48 ; 91 : 14. 
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PSALK OXIX. 

Alepk. 

1 Happt the upright in their way, 

Who walk in the law of Jehovah, 
^ Happy they that keep hia testimonies, 

That seek him with the whole heart ; 
^ Who also do no wrong, 

Who walk in his ways. 
* Thou hast enjoined thy precepts, 

That we should keep them strictly. 
^ O that my ways were directed, 

To keep thy statutes. 
^ Then shall I not be shamed. 

When I have respect to all thy commandments. 
"^ I will praise thee with uprightness of heart. 

While I learn thy righteous judgments. 
^ Thy statutes I will keep. 

Do not forsake me utterly ! 

Beth. 

^ Whereby shall a young man keep his path pure ? 
By taking heed according to thy word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee ; 
Do not let me wander from thy commandments. 

In my heart have I treasured thy saying, 
That I may not sin against thee. 

Blessed be thou, Jehovah! 
Teach me thy statutes. 

With my lips have I recounted 
All the judgments of thy mouth. 

In the way of thy testimonies have I rejoiced. 
As over all riches. 

Pa, cxix. Compare Introduction, § 8, second paragraph. 
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PSALMS. 



' In ihy precepts will I meditate, 
And have respect to thy paths. 

5 In thy statutes will I delight myself ; 
X will not forget thy word. 



' Deal kindly with thy servant that I may live ; 

And I will keep thy word. 
3 Open thou mine eyes, and let me behold, — 

Wondrous things out of thy law ! 
9 I am a stranger in the earth ; 

Do not hide from me thy commandments. 
My soul breaks with longing, 

Toward thy judgments at all times. 
i Thou hast rebuked the proud, accursed, 

That wander from thy commandments. 
■2 Roll off from me reproach and contempt ; 

For thy testimonies have I kept. 
i3 Also princes sat and talked against me ; 

Thy servant meditates on thy statutes. 
!* Also thy testimonies are my delight, 

My counselors. 

Daleih. 

35 My soul cleaves to the dust ; 

Do thou revive me according to thy word. 
26 -y^y ways I have declared, and thou didst answer me ; 

Teach me thy statutes. 
3' The way of thy precepts make me understand ; 

And I will meditate on thy wonders. 

28 My soul melts away with sorrow ; 
Raise me up, according to thy word. 

29 The way of falsehood remove from me, 
And grant me graciously thy law. 

8» The way of truth have I chosen ; 
Thy judgments I have set [before me.] 
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^' I have cleaved to thy testimonies ; 

Jehovah, do not put me to shame. 
'^ The way of thy commandments I will run. ; 

For thou wilt enlarge my heart. 

He. 

** Teach me, Jehovah, the way of thy statutes. 

And I will keep it to the end. 
^* Make me understand and I will keep thy law, 

And will observe it with the whole heart. 
^^ Make me tread in the path of thy commandments ; 

For therein do I delight. 
^^ Incline my heart to thy testimonies, 

And not to gain. 
3'^ Turn away my eyes from beholding vanity ; 

Quicken me in thy way, 
^^ Confirm to thy servant what thou hast said, 

Which is for thy fear. 
^^ Turn away my reproach which I dread ; 

For thy judgments are good, 
*" Behold, I have longed after thy precepts ; 

In thy righteousness quicken thou me. 

Vav. 

*'■ And let thy mercies come to me, Jehovah, 

Thy salvation, according to thy saying, 
*^ And I shall answer him that reproaches me ; 

For I have trusted in thy word, 
*^ And take not from my mouth the word of truth utterly ; 

For I have waited for thy judgments. 
" And I will keep thy law continually, 

Forever and ever. 

V. 38. For thy fear.] To load men to the fear of God, assuring them 
of the blessings attending it. 

^V'. il-48. In this stanaa, the initial letter is the word and in He- 
brew ; hence ita recurrence at the beginning of the first line in each 
couplet. 

lU 
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^^ And I shall walk at large ; 

For thy precopts have I sought. 
^ And I will speak of thy testimonies before kings, 

And will not be ashamed. 
*' And I will delight myself in thy commandments, 

Which I love. 
^ And I will lift up my hands to thy commandments, 

Which I love, 

And will meditate on thy statutes. 

Za?/in. 
*^ Remember the word to thy servant. 

On which thou hast caused me to hope. 
^^ This is my comfort in my affliction ; 

For thy saying has revived me. 
^1 Proud ones have greatly derided me ; 

From thy law I have not swerved. 
^^ I remembered thy judgments of old, Jehovah, 

And have consoled myself. 
^* Indignation has taken hold of mc because of the wicked, 

Who forsake thy Jaw. 
^* Thy statutes have been my songs, 

In the house of my sojournings. 
^^ I have remembered thy name in the night, O Jehovah, 

And have kept thy law. 
'^ This I have had, 

For thy precepts have I kept. 

Cheth, 
^"' Jehovah is my portion, I have said, 

That I may keep thy words. 
^^ I have sought thy favor with the whole heart ; 

Be gracious to me according to thy saying. 
^^ I thought on my ways, 

And turned back my feet to thy testimonies. 

V. 44. Will lift up my handa ] Aa a symbol, and an exprcrision, of 
tho lifting up of the heart. 
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<* I made haste and delayed not, 

To keep thy commandmenta 
*i The cords of the wicked were around me ; 

Thy law I have not forgotten. 
82 At midnight will I rise to give thanks to thee, 

Oq account of thy righteous judgments. 
8^ I am a companion of all that fear thee, 

And of them that keep thy precepts. 
«* The earth is full of thy mercy, Jehovah ; 

Teach me thy statutes. 

TetJi. 

«s Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, 

O Jehovah, according to thy word, 
ee Teach me good understanding and knowledge ; 

For I have believed in thy commandments. 
«'' Before I was afflicted I went astray ; 

But now I keep thy saying. 
^8 Thou art good, and doest good ; 

Teach me thy statutes. 
'5» The proud have forged a lie against me ; 

I, with all the heart, will keep thy precepts, 
™ Thick, as with fat, is their heart ; 

As for me, in thy law do I delight. 
''I It is good for me that I was afflicted, 

That I might learn thy statutes. 
"•^ Better to me is the law of thy mouth, 

Than thousands of gold and siiver. 

Yod. 

" Thy hands made me, and fashioned me ; 

Make me understand, that I may learn thy commandments. 
T* They that fear thee will see me and. will rejoice ; 

For I have hoped in thy word. 

v. 70, 1st member. An expression of insensibility, and dullness of 
Sioral perception. Oomp^ire Pa. 17 : 10 ; la. 6 : 10. 
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PSAIMS. 

' I know, Jehovah, that thy judgments are right, 

And in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me. 
' Let, I pray, thy mercy be for my comfort, 

According to thy saying to tliy servant. 
' Let thy compassions come upon me that I may Hve ; 

Tor thy law is my delight. 
' Let the proud be ashamed, for they wronged me without 
cause ; 

As for me, I meditate on thy precepts. 
' They will turn to me that fear thee. 

And that know thy testimonies. 
' Let my heart be perfect in thy statutes, 

That I may not be ashamed. 

Caph. 

' My soul faints for thy salvation ; 

For thy word do I wait. 
' My eyes fail for thy saying, 

While I say : When wilt thou comfort me ! 

* For I am become like a bottle in the smoke ; 
Thy statutes I do not forget. 

^ How many are the days of thy servant? 

When wilt thou execute judgment on my persecutors ? 
^ The proud have digged pits for mo, 

Who are not according to thy law. 
^ All thy commandments are faithfulness ; 

They persecute me wrongfully ; help thou me. 
'' Almost had they consumed me upon earth ; 

And I, I forsook not thy precepts, 
^ According to thy mercy revive me, 

And I will keep the testimony of thy mouth. 

Lamed. 
' Forever, Jehovah, 
Thy word is settled in the heavens. 

* To generation and generation is thy faithfulness ; 
Thou hast founded the earth, and it stands fast. 
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=1 For thy judgments they stand fast this day ; 
For all are thy servants. 

92 Unless thy law had been my delight, 

I should then have perished in my affliction. 

93 Forever will I not forget thy precepts ; 
For with them thou hast quickened me. 

91 Thine am I,— save me ; 

For thy precepts have I sought. 
^ The wicked have waited for me to destroy me ; 

To thy testimonies do I give heed. 
ss To all perfection I have seen an end ; 

Thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

Mem. 

8T How do I love thy law ! 
All the day it is my meditation. 

98 Thy commandments make me wiser than my enemiei 
For forever is it mine. 

99 I am become wiser than my teachers ; 
For thy testimonies are my meditation. 

I have more understanding than the aged ; 
For thy precepts have I kept. 

From every evil path have I withheld my feet, 
In order that I may keep thy word. 

From thy judgments I have not departed, 
For thon thyself dost guide me. 

How sweet to my palate are thy sayings ; 
More than honey to my mouth! 

From thy precepts T get understanding ; 
Therefore do I hate every false path. 

Nun. 
A lamp to my foot is thy word, 
And a light to my path. 

V. 96. An end.] A limit, or bound. 

V. 98, 2d member. It.] Embracing all in one. 
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'" I have sworn, and iiave fulHlicd it, 

To observe thy righteous judgments. 
''' I am afflicted very greatly ; 

Jehovah, revive me according to thy word. 
■^ Let the free-wih offerings of my mouth be acceptable 
to thee, Jehovah ; 

And teach me thy judgments. 
" My soul is in my hand continually ; 

But thy law I do not forget. 
" The wicked have laid a snare for me ; 

But from thy precepts I have not strayed. 
^ Thy testimonies laavo I taken as a heritage forever ; 

For they are the joy of my heart. 
2 I have inclined my heart to perform thy statutes, 

Forever, to the end. 

Samech. 
^ The double-minded I hate, 
And thy law I love. 

* My hiding place and my shield art thou ; 
Tor thy vi^ord do I wait. 

^ Depart from me, ye evil-doers ; 

And I will keep the commandments of my G-od. 
^ Uphold me according to thy saying, and I shall live ; 

And do not let me be ashamed of my hope. 
' Do thou hold me up, and I shall be saved ; 

And I will have regard to thy statutes continually. 

* Thou hast made light of all that wander from thy 

statutes ; 
For a vain thing is their deceit. 

* As dross thou hast put away all the wicked of the earth ; 
Therefore do I love thy testimonies. 

' My Hesh shudders from dread of thee. 
And of thy judgments I am afraid. 



V. 113. The double-minded.] Men of divided mind, "halting- be- 
tween two opinions" (1 Kings 18 : 21, where a word from the same root is 
used) ; unstable and wavering. Compare James 1 : 8. 
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PSALMS. 

Ayin. 

'' I have done justice and righteousness ; 

Thou wilt not leave me to my oppressors. 
^^ Be surety for tliy servant for good ; 

Do not let the proud oppress me. 
■^ My eyes fail for thy salvation, 

And for thy righteous saying, 

* Deal with thy servant according to thy mercy, 
And teach me thy statutes. 

* I am thy servant, — give me understanding, 
And I shall know thy statutes. 

^ It is time that Jehovah should work ; 

They have broken thy law. 
' Therefore do I love thy commandments, 

Above gold, and above fine gold. 
^ Therefore all thy precepts I esteem right ; 

Every path of falsehood I hate. 

Pe. 

' Wonderful are tliy testimonies ; 

Therefore has my soul kept them. 
'' The unfolding of thy words gives light, 

Making the simple understand, 
' I opened my mouth wide, and panted ; 

For I longed for thy commandments. 
' Turn to me, and be gracious to me, 

As thou art wont to do to them that love thy name. 
' My steps establish by thy word, 

And let no iniquity rule over me. 
' Redeem me from the oppression of man; 

And I will observe thy precepts. 
' Make thy face to shine upon thy servant, 

And teach me thy statutes. 
' My eyes run down with streams of water, 

Because they observe not thy law. 



VV. 12t, 128. Therefore.] In consideration of all that precedeE 
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Tsade. 

' Kighteous art thou, Jehovah, 

And upright in thy judgments. 
' Thou hast enjoined in righteousness thy testimonies, 

And in exceeding falthfuhiess. 
' My zeal consumes me, 

Because my foes forget thy words. 
' Pure is thy saying — exceedingly, 

And thy servant loves it. 
' Little am I and despised ; 

Thy precepts I do not forget. 
' Thy righteousness is eternal right, 

And thy law is truth. 
' Trouble and anguish have come upon me ; 

Thy commandments are my delights. 
' Right are thy testimonies forever ; 

Make me understand, and I shall live. 

Koph. 

' I call with the whole heart ; answer me, Jehovah ; 

Thy statutes I will keep. 
^ I call on thee, save me ; 

And I will observe thy testimonies. 
' I rise early with the dawn, and cry for help ; 

For thy words do I wait. 
' My eyes anticipate the night-watches, 

To meditate on thy saying. 
• Hear my voice according to thy mercy ; 

Jehovah, according to thy judgments revive me. 
' Near are they that follow after mischief; 

They are far from thy law. 
' Near art thou, Jehovah, 

And all thy commandments are truth. 

V. 148. Anticipate the niR'ht- watches.] Anticipate their progress ; 
waiting Tin seasonably I before the night-watchcB are past. Compare Ps, 
63: 6. 
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■ Long time have I known from thy testimonies, 
That thou hast founded them forever. 

Resh. 

' See my affliction, and rescue me ; 

For thy law I have not forgotten. 
' Plead my cause and redeem me ; 

According to thy saying revive me. 
' Par from the wicked is salvation ; 

For thy statutes they have not sought. 
' Many are thy compassions, Jehovah ; 

According to thy judgments revive me. 
' Many are my persecutors and raiy foes ; 

From thy testimonies I have not swerved. 
' I saw the faithless and loathed, 

Them that keep not thy saying. 
' See how 1 love thy precepts ; 

Jehovah, according to thy mercy revive me. 

* The sum of thy word is truth ; 

And every one of thy righteous judgments is forever. 

Schin. 

1 Princes persecute me without cause ; 

But at thy words my heart trembles. 
^ I rejoice over thy saying, 

As one that finds great spoil. 
^ Falsehood I hate and abhor ; 

Thy law do I love. 

* Seven times in the day I praise thee, 
On account of thy righteous judgments. 

^ Great peace have they tliat love thy law ; 

And they have no occasion of stumbling. 
^ I have hoped for thy salvation, Jehovah ; 

And have done thy commandments. 
■'' My soul has observed thy testimonies, 

And I love them exceedingly. 
1S2 
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I have observed thy preceptg and thy testimonies ; 
For all my ways are before thee. 



' Let my cry come near before thee, Jehovah ; 

According to thy word, make me understand. 
' Let my supplication come before thee ; 

According to thy saying, rescue me. 
My lips shall pour forth praise ; 

For thou wilt teach me thy statutes. 
' Let my tongue answer to thy saying, 

That all thy commandments are right. 
' Let thy hand be for my help ; 

For thy precepts have 1 cliosen. 
^ I have longed for thy salvation, Jehovah ; 

And thy law is my delight. 
* Let my soul live and praise thee ; 

And let thy judgments help me. 
' I have gone astray like a lost sheep. 

Seek thy. servant; 

For thy commandments I do not forget. 



PSALM CXX. 

PilgriKi Song. 



* To Jehovah, in my ( 

I called and he answered me. 
^ Jehovah, rescue my sou! from lying lips. 

From a deceitful tongue. 
^ What shall he give to thee, 

And what shall he do more to thee, deceitful tongue ? 

Pss. CXX. — CKXxiv. Seo Introduction, § 6. 

V, 3. Compare the form of imprecation, " God do ao and more also " 
(1 Sam. 14: 44). 
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PSALMS. 

* Sharp arrows of the mighty, 
With burning coals of broom ! 

* Alas for me, that I sojourn in Meaech, 
That I dwell with the tents of Kedar ! 

* My soul has long dwelt 
With him that hates peace. 

' I am for peace ; but when I speak, 
They are for war. 



PSALM CXXI. 

Pilgrim Song. 

* I WILL lift my eyes unto the mountains; 
From whence shall my help come ? 

^ My help is from Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

* Let Mm not suffer thy foot to waver ; 
He that keeps thee, let him not slumber. 

* Behold he will not slumber, and will not sleep, 
That keeps Israel. 

* Jehovah is thy keeper ; 

Jehovah is thy shade on thy right hand. 
' By day the sua shall not smite thee. 

Nor the moon by night. 
'' Jehovah will keep thee from all evil ; 

He will keep thy soul. 

* Jehovah will keep thy going out and thy coming in. 
Henceforth and forevermore. 

V. 4. With burning coals.] Compare Ps, 140 : 10. 

Broom.] A plant used as fuel by the natives of the country, and 
yielding the best coal. 

V, 5. Meeech — Kedar.] Put for any restless and warlike communi- 
ties, of similar character, 

Ps, cxxi. An appropriate hymn, for morning oreyening worship, as the 
pilgrima were journeying toward the mountains of Jerusalem (Ps 125 : 2). 
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PSALM CXXII. 

Pilgrim Song of David. 

I I WAS glad when they said to me, 
Let us go into the house of Jehovah. ■ 

5 Our feet are standing 
In thy gates, O Jerusalem ; 

s Jerusalem, that art builded, 
As a city that is compact together ; 

* Whither the tribes go up. 
The tribes of Jah,— a testimony for Israel,— 
To give thanks to the name of Jeliovah. 

5 For there are set thrones for judgment, 
Thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; 
They shall prosper that love thee ! 

' Let there be peace within thy rampart, 
Prosperity within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companion's sakes. 
Let me now say ; Peace be within thee ! 

9 For the sake of the house of Jehovah our God, 
I will seek thy good. 



PSALM OSXIIL 

Pilgrim Song. 

" Unto thee do I lift up my eyes, 
Thou that dwellest in the heavens. 
» Behold, as the eyes of servants are toward the hand of 
their masters. 



V. 4. The tribes go up.] "Three times in a year" {Deut. 16 ; 16 ; 
compare Ex. 23 : 14-lT). These annual pilgrimages were " a testimony 
for Israel,"—" a memorial " (as expressed in Ex. 12 : 14) of what God had 
wrought. 
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PSALMS. 

As the eyes of a maid -servant toward the hand of her 



So are our eyes toward Jehovah, our Uod, 

Until ho shall be gracious to us. 
' Be gracious to us, Johovah, be gracious to us ; 

For we are greatly filled with contempt. 
^ Our soul is greatly filled. 

With the scorn of them that are at ease, 

With the contempt of the proud. 



PSALM OXXIV. 

Pilgrim Sung of David. 

^ Ip it were not Jehovah who was for us,— 

Let Israel now say, — 
^ If it were not Jehovah who was for us. 

When man rose up against us ; 
^ Then had they swallowed us up alive. 

When their anger was kindled against us ; 

* Then had the waters overwhelmed us, 
The stream had gone over our soul ; 

* Then had gone over our soul 
The swelling waters. 

^ Blessed be Jehovah, ■ 

Who has not given us a prey to their teeth. 

' Our soul is as a bird escaped from the snare of the fowlers ; 
The snare is broken and we are escaped. 

* Our help is in the name of Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

Pe. cxziii. 2, 2d member. Toward the hand of bar miatrcsa.] Watch- 
ing for the signal of her will. The Orientals were always, as they now 
are, sparing of words, and expressed their will by signs. There is no ref- 
erence to chastisement, as some suppose. 

VV. 3, 4. For the circumstances here referred to, compare Neli 1 ■ 3 
and 2 : 19. 
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PSALM CXXV. 

Pilgrim Song. 
^ They that trust in Jehovah are as Mount Zion 

That can not be moved, abides forever, 
^ Jerusalem, mouutains are round about her ; 
And Jehovah la round about his people, 
Henceforth and forever. 
' Por the rod of wickedness shall not rest on the lot of 
the righteous. 
That the righteous may not put forth their hands to ioiquily. 
* Do good, Jehovah, to the good. 

To the upright in their hearts. 
^ And they that turn aside to their crooked paths, 
Jehovah will lead them away with workers of iniquity. 
Peace be upon Israel ! 



PSALM CXXVL 

Pilgrim Song. 
^ When Jehovah brought back the returned of Zion, 

We were as they that dream. 
^ Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

And our tongue with singing. 

Then said they among the heathen ; 

Jehovah has done great things for them. 
^ Jehovah has done great things for us ; 

We are joyful. 

* Turn, Jehovah, our captivity. 
As sti'eams in the south, 

^ They that sow in tears shall reap in joy, 

* He goes forth weeping as he goes, bearing the handful of 

seed ; 
He shall surely come with rejoicing, bearing his sheaves, 

V. i. A prayer for the continuation of the work to its completion. 
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PSALM CXXVII. 

Pilgrim Song of Solomon. 

^ If Jehovah build not the houso, 

In vain they labor upon it that build it. 

If Jehovah keep not the city, 

The keeper watches in vain, 
^ Vaia is it for you, that ye rise early, 

That ye take rest late. 

That ye eat the bread of sorrows ; 

So gives he to his beloved in sleep, 
^ Lo, sons are a heritage from Jehovah ; 

The fruit of the womb is a reward, 
* As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 

So are the sons of youth. 
^ Happy the man, 

Who has filled his quiver with them. 

They shall not be asliamed, 

When they shall speak with enemies in the gate. 



PSALM CXXTIII. 

Pilgrim Song. 

' Happy is every one that fears Jehovah, 

That walks in his ways. 
^ For thou shalt eat of the labor of thy hands ; 

Happy art thou, and it is well with thee ! 

V. 2, 4th member. So, all that is thus gained, he gives in sleep, with- 
out this care and pains. 

v. 5, 4th member. Enemies.] Personal enemies are probably meant, 
whom they wonld " speak with in the gate ;" namely, the broad open space 
at the gate of the city, where men met for the transaction of business, 
and magistrates sat to administer justice. See the note on Ps. 55 : 11, 
and compare Job 5 ; 4 (and the references in the writer's note) and 29 : 1. 



./Google 



PSALMS. 

' Thy wife, aa a fruitful vine, 

In the interior of thy house ; 

Thy sons, as olive-plants. 

Around thy table ! 
* Behold, thus shall the man be blest, 

That fears Jehovah. 
^ Jehovah will bless thee out of Zion ; 

And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem, 

All the days of thy life. 
^ And thou shalt see thy children's children. 
Peace be upon Israel ! 



PSALM CXXIX. 

Pilgrim Song. 

' Much have they oppressed me from my youth, — 
Let Israel now say, — 

* Much have they oppressed me from my youth. 
Yet have they not prevailed against me. 

' Ploughers ploughed upon my back ; 
They made long their furrows. 

* Jehovah, the righteous. 

Has cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 
' Let them be shamed, and be turned back, all that hate 

Zion. 
" Let them be as grass on the house-tops, 

That withers before it is plucked up. 
' With which the mower fills not his hand, 

Nor the gatherer his arm. 

* And they that pass by say not : 

The blessing of Jehovah be upon you ; 
We bless you in the name of Jehovah. 

V. 3. In tlie interior.] The women's apartments were the most 
retii-ed part of the house. 

V. 8, 2d and 3d members. Compare the salutation in Ruth 2 : 4 
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PSALM CXXX. 

Pilgrim Song. 
1 Out of the depths I call oq thee, Jehovah. 
^ Lord, hearken to my voice ; 

Let thine cars be attentive, 

To the voice of my supplications. 
^ If thou, Jah, shouldst mark iniquities, 

Lord, who shall stand ? 
* For with thee there is forgiveness, 

That thou mayest be feared. 
^ I have waited for Jehovah, my soul has waited ; 

And in his word have I hoped. 
•^ My soul [waits] for theLord, 

More than they that watch, for the morning, — 

Than they that watch, for the morning ! 
' Hope thou, Israel, in Jehovah ; 

For with Jehovah there is mercy. 

And with him abundant redemption. 
^ And he, he will redeem Israel, 

From all his iniquities. 



PSALM CXXXL 

Pilgrim Song of David. 

1 Jehovah, my heart is not haughty. 
Nor my eyes lofty ; 

Nor do I concern myself with things too great, 
And with things too difficult for me. 

V. 4. For with tlico there is forgiveness.] itelerring to what is im- 
plied ia v. 3 ; namely, a motive in the divine mind for relaxing tlie rigor 
of the divine law. The motive is, that men may be led to fear God by the 
hope of pardon and acceptance, without which none would be reclaimed. 

V. 6, 2d and 3d memlicrs. The meaning is not, watch for the morn- 
ing, — as some understand it,— hut wait for the morning, as indicated by 
the proper punctuation. 
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PSALMS. 

^ But I have calmed and quieted my spirit, 
As a weaned child on its mother ; 
As the weaned child is ray spirit within me. 

^ Hope thou, Israel, in Jehovah, 
Henceforth and forever. 



PSALM CXXXII. 

Pilgrim Song. 

^ Jedovah, remember to David all his pains ; 

* Who did swear unto Jehovah, 

Did vow to the mighty one of Jacob : 
^ I will not enter into the tent of my house, 

I will not go up on the couch of my bed ; 
^ I will not give sleep to my eyes. 

Slumber to my eyelids ; 
^ Until I shall find a place for Jehovah, 

Dwellings for the mighty one of Jacob. 

* Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah ; 
We found it in the wooded fields. 

' We will enter in to his dwellings. 

We will worship at his footstool. 
^ Arise, Jehovah, to thy resting-place, 

Thou, and the ark of thy strength. 
^ Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 

And let thy saints shout for joy. 
^° For the sake of David thy servant, 

Do not turn back the face of thine anointed. 

V. 3. Tent of my house] My temporary dwelling ; a reminiscence 
of patriarchal times, perpetuated in the language, and a reminder that our 
brief earthly life is but a sojourn and a pilgrimage. 

V. 5. Dwellings.] Aa in Ps. i6 : 4, 8i : 1. 

V. C, 2d member. Wooded fields,] Compare Kirjath-jearim (city of the 
woods) ISam, 1 ; 1, and. 2 Sam. 6 : 2, where it is called Baale (Josh. 15 : 9) 

VV. 8-10. Compare 2 Chron. 6 : 41, 42. 
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PSALMS. 

" Jehovah has sworn to David in truth, 

He will not turn back from it : 

Of tho fruit of ihy body will I set upon thy throne. 
" If thy sons will observe my covenant, 

And my testimonies that I shall teach them ; 

Also their sons forever 

Shall sit upon thy throne. 
" For Jehovah has chosen Zion ; 

He has desired it for his abode. 
" This is my resting-place forever ; 

Here will I dwell, for I have desired it. 
^^ Her provision I will abundantly bless ; 

Her needy I will satisfy with bread. 
^^ And her priests will I clothe with salvation, 

And her saiuts shall shout aloud for jOy. 
" There will I cause the horn of David to put forth ; 

I have prepared a lamp for my anointed, 
^s His enemies will 1 clothe with shame ; 

But on him shall his crown flourish. 



PSALM cxxxiir. 

Pilgrim Song of David. 

^ Behold, how good, and how pleasant, 

The dweUing of brethren in union! 
^ As the precious oil upon the head, 

Mowing down upon the beard, 

The beard of Aaron, 

That flowed down to the border of his vestments ! 



V. n. To put forth.] New branclies ; an emblem of iucreasinff 
power. Compare Eaek. 29 : 21. 

T 18. Shall Ilia crown flourish.] Said of the wreath or chaplet, with 
which the victor was crowned. If "crown" ia here tJie common symbol 
of sovereignly, the meaning is, shall prosper, shall suffer no reverse. Con- 
trast the language of Ps 89 : 39. 
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PSALMS. 
^ As the dew of Hermon, 
That comes -down on the mountains of Zion ! 
For there Jehovah commanded the 1 
Life forevermore. 

PSALM CXXXIV. 

Pilgrim Song. 
' Behold, bless ye Jehovah, 

All ye servants of Jehovah, 

That stand in the house of Jehovah by night. 
^ Lift up your hands toward the sanctuary, 

And bless Jehovah. 
* Jehovah bless thee out of Zion, 

Maker of heaven and earth. 



PSALM CXXXV. 

1 Praise ye Jah. 

Praise ye the name of Jehovah ; 

Praise, ye servants of Jehovah, 
^ That stand in the house of Jehovah, 

In the courts of the house of our God. 
^ Praise ye Jah, for Jehovah is good ; 

Sing praise to his name, for it is 
* For Jah has chosen Jacob for himself, 

Israel for his peculiar treasure. 
° For I know that Jehovah is great, 

And our Lord above all gods. 
^ All that Jehovah pleaded he has done, 

In the heavens and on earth. 

In the seas and all depths. 

V. 3. Dew of Hermon.] Compare Dr. Hackett'a remarka, in the 

American edition of SmUh's -Bible Dictionary, art. Hermon Dew of 
p. 1048. 

V. 4. His peculiar treasure.] For the meaning, eee Ex. 19; 5. 
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PSALMS. 

' Who causes vapors to ascend from the end of the earth, 

Makes lightnings for the rain, 

Brings out the wind from his storehouses. 
^ Who smote the first-born of Egypt, 

Both of man and beast ; 
^ Sent signs and portents in thy midst, Egypt, 

On Fharaoli and on his servants. 
1" Who smote many nations. 

And slew mighty kings ; 
^^ Sihon, king of the Amoi-ites, 

And Og, king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan ; 
" And gave their land as a heritage, 

■ A heritage to Israel his people. 
^^ Jehovah, thy name is forever ; 

Jehovah, thy memorial is to all generations. 
" For Jehovah will judge his people. 

And for the sake of his servants will repent. 
1^ The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, 

The work of the hands of man. 
^^ A mouth have they, but they speak not ; 

Eyes have they, but they see not, 
" Ears have they, but they hear not ; 

Yea, there is no breath in their mouth. 
^^ Like to them are they that make them, 

Every one that trusts in them. 
^' House of Israel, bless ye Jehovah ; 

House of Aaron, bless ye Jehovah ; 
^^ House of Levi, bless ye Jehovah ; 

Te that fear Jehovah, bless Jehovah. 
^^ Blessed be Jehovah out of Zion, 

Who inhabits Jerusalem. 
Praise ye Jah. 

V. 9, Purtenta.] See the remark on Ps. 105 ; 5, 
V. 13. Memorial.] Memorial name. See the remark on Ps. 30 : 4. 
V. 14. See Deut 33 : 36, from which these words are taken. 
W. 15-lti. Repeated, with slight variations, from Ps, 115 : 4-8. 
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PSALK CXXXVI. 

' Give thanks to Jehovah, for he ia good ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
' Give thanks to the God of gods ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
^ Give thanks to the Lord of lords ; 

For his mercy is forever. 

* To him who alone doeth great wonders ; 

For his mercy is forever, 
5 To him who made the heavens with skill ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
« To him who spread out the earth upon the waters ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
■^ To him who made great lights ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 

* The sun for dominion over the day ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
^ The moon and stars for dominion over the night ■ 

For his mercy is forever. 
" To him who smote Egypt in their first-born ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
" And brought out Israel from their midst ; 

For his mercy is foi-ever ; 
'^ With a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 

For his mercy is forever. 
" To him who divided the Eed Sea into parts ; 

For his mercy is forever 
" And made Israel pass through in the midst of it ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
1* And shook out Pharaoh and his host into the Red S 

For his mercy is forever. 
'* To him who led his people in the wilderness ; 

For his mercy is forever. 



V. 16. Shook out.] As one ehakea from the lap ita contents. Com- 
pare Job 38 : 13 (revised veraion, and iho writer's note). 
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" To him wlio smote great kings ; 

I'or his mercy is forever ; 
^^ And slew famous kings ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
" Sihon, king of the Amorites ; 

Por his mercy is forever ; 
^" And Og, king of Bashan ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
*^ And gave their land for a heritage ; 

For his mercy is forever ; 
^* A heritage for Israel his servant ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
^^ Who in our low estate remembered us ; 

Foi- his mercy is forever ; 
^* And rent us from our foes ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
^^ Who gives bread (o all flesh ; 

For his mercy is forever. 
^* Give thanks to the God of heaven ; 

For his mercy is forever. 



PSALM CXXXVII. 



' By the streams of Babylo] 

There we sat, and wept, 
When we remembered Zion. 
^ On willows in her midst, 
We hanged our harps. 



V, 1. Babylon.] Here, the province of Babylonia, through which the 
captives were dispersed. 

V, 9. Willows.] The weeping willow is meant, which grew by tlie 
water-coursca (Is. 44 : 4, 15 : 1 ; Job 40 : 23 ; Lev. 23 : 40),* 

*Tlio laatrerereneeBuggesta tlio oooasEou herorsfarredto; nam ely, the groat /easi of in- 
gathering (Ex. S3 : IB) commemoratiTe of the liarvest just gathered, aad also of llie dBlivar- 
anoefrcim Egypt (Lau. 23: 39-43); vibea"v>Wou>3of the bivok" {Lev. 2S :iO) weio borna in 
procesBion.Buport of the joyM pogesnt, Thia Benson of feativitywaa now turned to moara- 
iDg; aod tlieir hnrps liung silent on tlia willows, once liurne in triumph. Buoh a season of 
moumiLgBeGina alluded to in Ezek. 3 : lo, uonipared with Lev. 33 : il. 
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' For there demanded of us 
Our captors, words of song, 
And our oppressors, mirth : 
Sing to us of the songs of Zion. 

* How sliall we sing Jehovah's song, 
On an alien soil ! 

^ If I forget thee, Jerusalem. 
Let my right hand forget ! 

* Let my tongue cleave to my palate, 
If I do not remember thee ; 

If I prefer not Jerusalem, 

Above my chief joy. 
' Remember, O Jehovah, to the sons of Edom, 

The day of Jerusalem ; 

Who said : Lay bare, lay bare, 

To the very foundation therein. 
^ Daughter of Babylon, the desolated ! 

Happy he who shall requite to thee, 

Thy deed which thou hast done to us. 

* Happy he who shall seize, 

And dash thy little ones against the rock. 



PSALM CXXXTIIL 

[Psalm] of David. 

^ I WILL thank thee with my whole heart ; 

Before the gods will I sing praise to thee. 
^ I will worship toward thy holy temple. 

And will thank thy name for thy mercy and for thy truth ■ 

For thou hast magnified thy saying above all thy name. 
^ In the day when I called, then thou didst answer me, 

Didst embolden me witli strength in my soul. 



V. 8. The desolated.] Tn prophetic antioipation, 

V. 3. Thy saying.] See 2 Sam. oh. vii., to which roferci 
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* All kings of the earth will acknowledge thee, Jehavah, 
When they hear the sayings of thy mouth ; 

^ And will sing of the ways of Jehovah, 
That great is the glory of Jehovah. 

* For exalted ia Jehovah ; and the lowly he regards ; 
And the proud he knows afar off. 

^ Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive 

me ; 
Against the anger of my enemies thou wilt stretch forth 

thy hand, 
And thy right hand will save me. 

* Jehovah will complete it in my hehalf ; 
Jehovah, thy mercy is forever. 

The works of thy hands do not forsake ! 



PSALM OXXXIX. 

To the chief Musician. A pBsilm of J>avi<3. 

' Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and thou knowest. 

* Thou, thou dost know my sitting down and my rising up ; 
Thou perceivost my thought from afar. 

^ Thou art around mj path and my couch, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 

* For there is not a word in my tongue. 
But lo, Jehovah, thou knowest it all. 

^ Behind and before thou hast beset me, 

And laid thy hand upon me. 
^ Knowledge too wonderful for me ! 

It is high, I do not comprehend it. 

V, 8. Will complete it. What lie has purposed and begun, already- 
referred to in V. 2. 

V. 4. In my tongue] In its power to utter, and as yet anuttered. 
Some translate, on my tongue. But to know a word that is already on the 
tongue implies no superhuman knowledge. 
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^ Whither shall I go fi-oin thy spirit? 

And whither shall 1 flee from thy presence ? 
^ If I ascend into heaven, ihou art there ; 

If I make the underworld my bed, lo thou art there. 
' If I should take the wirjgs of the morning, 

Should dwell in the uttej:mo8t part of the sea ; 
" There also would thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand would hold me. 
" And if I say : Only let darkness cover me, 

And the light about me be night ; 
" Even darkness will not hide from thee, 

And night will shine as the day ; 

Darkness is as light. 
^^ For thou, thou hast formed my reins, 

Hast woven me in the womb of my mother. 
" I will praise thee, for I am fearfully, wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are thy works ; 

And my soul knows it well. 
" My frame was not hidden from thee, 

When I was made in secret. 

Was curiously wrought [as] in the depths of the earth. 
'^ Thine eyes saw my unformed substance ; 

And in thy book were all of them written, 

Day by day were they fashioned, when there were none 
of them. 
" And to me how precious are thy thoughts, God ! 

How great is their sum ! 
" If I would recount them, they are more in number than 
the sand ; 

I awake, and am stili wifh thee. 
" that thou wouldst slay the wicked, G-od ! 

And ye men of blood, depart from me ; 
^^ Who speak of thee with evil purpose. 

Take [thy name] in vain, — thy foes. 

V. 13. Keiiis,] The seat of perception aud sensibility (Pes. 16: 1 ; 
13 : 21). They ean conceal nothing from him wlio formed them. Cora- 
pare Ps. 7 : 9. 
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PSALMS. 

*i Shall not I hate them, Jehovah, that hate thee ? 

And shall I not loathe them that vise up against thee? 
^ With perfect hatred do I hate them ; 

I count them my enemies. 
^^ Search me, God, and know my heart ; 

Try me, and know my thoughts ; 

And see if there be any idol-way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting. 



PSALM CXL. 
To tlie chief Mueioian. A Psalm of David. 
^ Rescue me, Jehovah, from the evil man ; 
From the violent man preserve me ; 

* Who devise evil in the heart, 
Continually they stir up wars. 

^ They have sharpened their tongue like a serpent ; 
Poison of an adder is under their lips, [Pause.) 

* Keep me, Jehovah, from the hands of the wicked ; 
From the man of violence preserve me ; 

"Who have thought to subvert my steps, 
^ The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords ; 

They have spread a net by the way-side ; 

Traps have they set for me. (Pause.) 
''' I have said to Jehovah : Thou art my God ; 

Give ear, Jehovah, to the voice of my supplications. 
'^ Jehovah, Lord, the strength of my salvation. 

Thou hast covered my head in tlie day of battle. 
^ Grant not, O Jehovah, the desires of tlie wicked man ; 

Do not further his device, that they may be lifted up, (Pause.) 
" As for the head of them that compass me about, 

The mischief of their own lips shall cover Ihem. 

V. 33, 3d mcmbci'. Idul-way.] Leading my heart from God, ita 
s^upremo ol'ject of lovo. 
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If" Burning coals shall be cast down upon them ; 

He will plunge them in lire ; into deep waters, that they 
rise not again. 
" An evil speaker shall not be established in the earth ; 

The man of violence, evil will hunt him to ruin. 
'^ r know that Jehovah wUi maintain the cause of the 
sufferer, 

The right of the poor. 
^^ Surely the righteous shall give thanks to thy name ; 

The upright shall dwell in thy presence. 



PSALM CXLL 

A Paalm of David. 

' Jehovah, I call upon thee ; make haste to me ; 
Give ear to my voice, when I call to the^. 

* Let my prayer present itself as incense before thee ; 
The lifting of my hands as the evening offering. 

^ Set a guard, Jehovah, at my mouth ; 
Keep watch over the door of my lips, 

* Do not incline my heart to any evil thing. 
To busy itself in wicked deeds, 

"With men that work iniquity ; 

And let me not eat of their dainties. 
■^ Let the righteous smite me, it is kindness ; 

And let him reprove me, it is oil for the head. 

Let not my head refuse ; for still, 

My prayer is in their calamities. 
^ When their judges are hurled down among the rocks, 

Then they hear my words, that they are pleasant. 
' As when one furrows and cleaves in the earth, 

Our bones are scattered at the nioutli of the underworld. 
® For my eyes are unto thee, Jehovah, Lord ; 

In thee have I trusted ; do not pour out my soul. 

V. 8. Pour out my soul.] Coinpjirc Is, 53 : 12, " poiireil out his soiil." 
201 
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PSALMS. 

8 Keep me from the grasp of the snare Ihey have laid for 
me, 

And the traps of the workers of iniquity. 
» Let the wicked f^Il into their own nets, 

Until I shall have wholly passed by. 



PSALM CXLIL 

Didactic [Psalm] of Dayid. When he was in tho cave. A prayer. 
' With my voice to Jehovah I cry ; 

With my voice to Jehovah I make supplication ; 
^ I pour out before him my complaint 

My trouble I make known before him ; 
^ When my spirit faints within me, 
And thou, thou knowesfc my path. 

In the way that I go they have hidden a snare for me. 
Look on the right hand and see,— and I have none that 
knows me ; 
Refuge has failed me ; 
There is no one that cares for my soul. 
^ I cried unto thee, O Jehovah ; 
I said : Thou art my refuge, 
My portion in the land of the living. 
' Be attentive to my cry, for I am brought very low. 
Rescue me from my persecutors, 
For they are stronger than I. 
^ Bring out my soul from prison, 
To thank thy name. 
The righteous will gather round me ; 
For thou wilt deal kindly with me. 



V. 10, 2d member. Or, Wliilst I at the same time shall puss by 
F. cxlir (title). In the cave.] Compare Ps. l.ii , and see 1 Sam. 33 ■ l 
^m\ sL 2*?' 3 ''^^'*'""*'' '^' ''''■ ^'^""«'"- '^<^ Smith'. Bible Dictiona^) 



u 24 : 3. 
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PSALMS. 
PSALM CXLIIL 

A Psalm of David. 
' Jehovah, hear my prayer ; 

Give ear to my suppUcations. 

In thy faithfulness, answer me in thy righteousness. 
^ And do not enter into judgment with thy servant ; 

For in thy sight no one living is righteous. 
^ For the enemy has persecuted my soul, 

Has smitten down my hfe to the earth, 

Has made me dwell in darkness as those long dead. 

* And my spirit in me faints, 
My heart is desolate within me. 

* I remember the days of old ; 
I meditate on all thou doest, 

I think on the work of thy hands. 

* I spread out my hands unto thee ; 

My soul is as a land thirsting for thee. (Pause.) 
^ Make haste to answer me, Jehovah ; 

My spirit fails. 

Do not hide thy face from me, 

So that I become like them that go down to the pit. 
^ Let me hear thy loving-kindness in the moi-uing, 

For in thee do I trust. 

Make me know the way that I should go, 

For to thee do I lift up my soul. 
^ Rescue me from my enemies, Jehovah ; 

With thee I hide myself. 
"* Teach me to do thy will. 

For thou art my God ; 

Let thy good Spirit guide me on even ground. 
" For thy name's sake, Jehovah, thou wilt revive me ; 

In thy righteousness thou wilt bring my soul out of trouble. 
12 And in thy loving-kindness thou wilt cut off my enemies. 

And wilt destroy all that afflict my soul ; 

For I am thy servant. 

V. 10, 3d member. Compare Ps. 26 : 12, "My foot stands in an even place" 
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PSALM CXLIV. 
[A Psalm] of David. 

^ Blessed be Jehovah, my rock ; 

He who instructs my hands for the conflict, 

My fingers for the battle ; 
^ My loving-kindness and my fortress, 

My high tower, and my deliverer, 

My shield, and in him I trust ; 

He that subdues my people under me. 
^ Jehovah, what is man, that thou shouldst know him, 

A son of man, that thou shouldst think of him? 
^ Man is like a breath ; 

His days as a passing shadow. 
^ Jehovah, bow thy heavens, and come down ; 

Touch the mountains, that they smoke. 
^ Cast forth lightning, and scatter them ; 

Send out thine arrows, and discomfit them. 
' Send thy hands from on high. 

Wrest mo, and rescue me out of the great waters. 

Out of the hand of aliens. 
^ Whose mouth speaks deception. 

And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 
^ G-od, a new song will I sing to thee ; 

With a ten-stringed lute will I sing praise to thee. 
^° Who gives deliverance to kings ; 

Who wrests David, his servant, from the hurtful sword. 
" Wrest me, and rescue me from the hand of aliens ; 

Whose mouth speaks deception, 

And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 
" So that our sons may be as plants, 

Full grown in their youth ; 

Our daughters as corner pillars. 

Sculptured after the structure of a palace ; 
^^ Our garners full, supplying of every kind ; 

Our flocks multiplying by thousands, 

By tens of thousands, in oui- fields ; 
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^* Our oxen laden ; 

No breaking in, nor going forth, 

And no outcry in our streets. 
^^ Happy the people to whom it is thus ; 

Happy the people whose God is Jehovah ! 



PSALM OXLT. 

A Hyma of David. 

^ I 'WILL extol thee my God, king, 

And will bless thy name forever and ever. 
^ Every day will I bless thee, 

And praise thy name forever and ever. 
^ Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised, 

And his greatness is unsearchable. 

* Generation to generation shall praise thy works, 
And shall declare thy mighty acta. 

* The glorious honor of thy majesty, 
And thy wondrous works will I sing. 

« And the might of thy terrible acts let them tell ; 

And thy great deeds will I rehearse. 
^ Let them pour forth the memory of thy great goodness. 

And sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
^ Gracious and compassionate is Jehovah ; 

Slow to anger, and of great mercy, 

* Jehovah is good to all, 

And his compassions are over all his works. 
^^ Let all thy works praise thee, Jehovah, 

And thy saints bless thee. 
" Let them tell the glory of thy kingdom. 

And speak of thy power ; 

V. 14, 1st Diembfir. Laden, 1 Witli the abundant producis of the 

V. H, 2d member. "Breaking in," of invading armies, "going 
forth," into captivity, ia most probably tlie meaning. 
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^^ To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 
'^ Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all ages, 

And thy dominion is throughout all generations. 
" Jehovah upholds all the fiiUing, 

And raises up all that are bowed down. 
^* The eyes of all wait for thee, 

And thou givest them their food in its season ; 
" Opening thy hand, 

And satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
" Righteous is Jehovah in all his ways, 

And kind in all his works. 
'^ Near is Jehovah to. all that call upon him. 

To all that call upon him in truth. 
^^ He will fulfill the desire of tliem that fear him ; 

Their cry he will hear, and will save them. 
^^ Jehovah preserves all that love him ; 

And all the wicked he will destroy. 
^^ My mouth shall speak the praise of Jehovah ; 

And let all flesh bless his holy name. 

Forever and ever. 



PSALM CXLYI. 

' Praise ye Jah. 

Praise Jehovah, my soul. 
* I will praise Jehovah while I live ; 

I will sing praise to my God while I am in being. 
^ Trust not in princes, 

In a son of man, in whom there is no help. 
-* His breath goes forth, he returns to his earth ; 

In that very day his plans perish. 

Happy he, whose help is the God of Jacob, 
J hope is in Jehovah his God ; 
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" Who made heaven and earth, 

The sea, and all that is in them ; 

Who keeps truth forever ; 
^ Doing justice to the oppressed. 

Giving food to the hungry. 

Jehovah sets free the bound ; 
^ Jehovah opens the eyes of tlie blind ; 

Jehovah raises the bowed down. 

Jehovah loves the righteous. 
^ Jehovah preserves the strangers ; 

The orphan and widow he relieves ; 

And the way of the wiclied he subverts. 
^^ Jehovah will reign forever. 

Thy God, Zion, to all generations. 
Praise ye Jah. 



PSALM CXLTIL 

^ Praise ye Jah. 

For it is good to sing praise to our God ; 

For it is pleasant, praise is becoming. 
^ Jehovah builds Jerusalem, 

The outcasts of Israel he will gather ; 
^ The pliysician for the broken in heart, 

And he binds up their pains. 
* He counts the number of the stars ; 

He calls them all by their names. 
^ Great is our Lord, and of great power ; 

His understanding is infinite. 
^ Jehovah raises up the lowly ; 

He Jiumbles the wicked even to the earth. 
' Answer Jehovah with thanksgiving. 

Sing praise to our God with the harp ; 
" Who covers the heavens with clouds. 

Who prepares rain for the earth ; 
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* Who makes the mountains put forth grass, 

Gives to the beast his food, 

To the young ravens which cry. 
" He delights not in the strength of the horse. 

Nor has he pleasure iii the legs of men. 
" Jehovah has pleasure in them that fear him, 

In them that hope in his mercy. 
^^ Praise Jehovah, O Jerusalem ; 

Praise thy God, Zion. 
1^ For he has strengthened the bars of thy gates ; 

He has blest thy sons within thee. 
" It is he tiiat makes thy borders peace ; 

He satisfies thee with the marrow of the wheat. 
^* He that sends his commandment to the earth ; 

Swiftly does hia word run. 
^® He that gives snow like wool ; 

He scatters the hoar-frost like ashes. 
^■^ He tiiat casts forth his ice like morsels ; 

Who can stand before his cold ? 
^^ Ho sends out his word and melts them ; 

He causes his wind to blow, the waters flow. 
'^ He makes known his word to Jacob, 

His statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
*^ He has hot done so to any nation ; 

And his judgments, they know them not. 
Praise ye Jah. 



PSALM CXLVIII. 

' Praise ye Jah. 
Praise Jehovah from the heavens ; 
Praise him in the heights. 

V. 10, 1st and 2d members. Horse and foot arc meant, the cavalry 
and infanlry of an army, 

V. U. Marrow of the wheat,] Sec the remark on Ps. 81 : IC. 
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^ Praise him, all liis angels ; 

Praise him, all liis hosts. 
^ Praise him, sun and moon ; 

Praise him, all ye stars of light, 
* Praise him, ye heavens of heavens. 

And ye waters that are above the heavens. 
^ Let them praise the name of Jehovah ; 

For he commanded, and they were created ; 
^ And he made them stand forever and ever ; 

He set a bound, and they shall not pass over. 
^ Praise Jehovah, from the earth ; 

Ye sea-monsters, and all deeps ; 
^ Fire and hail, snow and vapor, 

Stormy wind fidfiUing his word ; 
' Ye mountahis and all hills, 

3?rult-trees, and all cedars ; 

Beasts, and all cattle. 

Creeping things, and winged birds ; 

Kings of the earth, and all peoples, 

Princes, and all judges of the earth ; 
■* Young men, and also maidens. 

Old men, with children ; 

Let them praise the name of Jehovah ; 

For exalted is his name alone. 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 
And he raised up a horn for his people, 

A praise for al! his saints, 

For the sons of Israel, a people near to him. 
Praise ye Jah, 



PSALM CSLIX. 
^ Praise ye Jah. 
Sing to Jehovah a new song. 
His praise in the congregation of saints. 



V. 6, 3d member. Or, He made a decree, and it shall not pass 
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